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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK  
 
Since the last Council meeting the flow of the School has settled as first term has 
unfolded.  On a very personal note, I had a wonderful day on 23 March.  As a boy 
growing up watching my older brothers row on the Brisbane River, it was wonderful to 
watch my godson (currently a student in Year 12 and the son of my eldest brother) 
represent Christ Church in the Second VIII at the Head of the River Regatta.  Although his 
crew did not win, it was wonderful to see the First VIII row to victory. I then drove to Mt 
Claremont to watch the First XI cricket team.  I have lived and breathed cricket 
throughout my career and watching a First XI contest is something I very much enjoy.  
On this day I was able to watch Geremy Fatouros, a Year 11 student, go from 90 to 200 
not out, and in doing so became the highest-scoring individual batsman in Christ Church 
Darlot Cup history.  Geremy was part of a 238 run opening stand.  It was a moment of 
karma for me to see us pass the 198 of Aquinas without a wicket falling, as I had some 11 
years previously been witness to our demise for 9 on the same ground at the hands of 
the same opposition. 
 
Executive education is a component of individual review and opportunity.  This past 
month seven members of Executive were able to attend an Australian Institute of 
Management/Harvard Business School event -  Values: Culture: Innovation with Professor 
Ashish Nanda. Using the well-known HBS Case Model approach, we were able to spend 
time together, considering these significant elements (values, culture and innovation) as 
they related to the School.  It was an interesting, informative and worthwhile four hours 
together and was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  
 
Council will find attached a draft copy of a Memorandum of Understanding between 
Methodist Ladies’ College (MLC) and Christ Church Grammar School (CCGS).  It has been 
a combined effort on the part of the MLC Principal, Ms Rebecca Cody, and me.  The MoU 
both reflects that which is currently in place and prompts opportunities for the future.  I 
am very pleased that we have reached this point as it allows us to more meaningfully 
consider the strategic opportunities that our proximity to each other allows (you will find 
reference to the academic relationship of 2014 between the two schools later in this 
report). This MoU will be presented at the Council meeting in May. 
 
On the Thursday and Friday immediately preceding the Council meeting, I will be in 
Singapore advocating for Anglican Schools Australia, accompanied by the Executive 
Officer of the Anglican Schools Commission, the Reverend Peter Laurence.  This is a good 
opportunity for the School’s reputation to be consolidated in Singapore amongst 
Anglican schools.  It is our combined hope that these Anglican schools support the 
upcoming Mining the Soul conference, of which I am Chair of the Conference Committee.   
 
On 6 April, the Director of Studies Margaret Brophy and I will travel to New York to 
represent the School at the Global Learning Alliance Conference at Columbia University 
(Teachers’ College).  This follows on from our initial engagement in Singapore two years 
ago.  The intent of the GLA is to work toward establishing common understandings of 
those 21st Century skills required of young people in a global context and how they are 
being taught successfully in a variety of international school communities.  The only 
other Australian school currently involved in this project is St Mary’s Anglican School for 
Girls.  Our initial inclusion came about as a consequence of our involvement with UWA 
Education department.   
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Around the conference, Margaret and I will be visiting six schools: 
  

• The Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, Connecticut 
• Salisbury School,  Salisbury, Connecticut 
• Trinity-Pawling School, New York 
• Buckley School, New York City 
• Millbrook School, New York 
• The Lawrenceville School, New Jersey 

 
The intent of these visits will be to consider: 
 

• International programmes 
• Reporting and tracking student performance 
• Developing, assessing and rewarding quality teaching 
• Development and fundraising 

 
On the evening of 12 April we will also host a Christ Church community gathering in 
New York. 
 
Later in April, and on the School’s behalf, Margaret will attend a second conference of 
the Global Education Benchmarking Group (GEBG).  This organisation is one that the 
School has recently joined. The GEBG was founded in 2008.  Its mission is ‘to develop the 
knowledge, skills and empathic orientation required to understand multiple perspectives and 
to thrive into increasingly inter-connected world systems to:  
 

1. identify best practices in global education by collecting, analysing and sharing data 
from GEBG members; 

2. promote the development of global citizens in independent schools and beyond 
through global curriculum experiences and institutional support’ 

 
Also in April I will be attending the IBSC Teachers New to Boys’ Schools conference at The 
Scots College in Sydney. This is a new initiative for the Australian/New Zealand region, of 
which I am the Vice President/Trustee. 
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STUDENTS 
 
The LW Parry Preparatory School 
 
Academic 
The initial standardised testing programme has now been completed for 2014. This 
included Performance Indicators in Primary Schools (PIPS) testing in Pre-Primary (early 
literacy and numeracy skills) and Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT) across Years 1 to 
Year 6 which included Mathematics, Reading, Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation and 
Vocabulary.  
 
These assessments provide the Prep School with baseline data and a measure of 
programme efficacy, as well as growth points over time. This data has already been used, 
along with teacher observation and parental advice to determine groupings as well as 
influencing aspects of different programmes, especially with regard to support and 
extension. 
 
Based on NAPLAN data, Academic Assessment Services (formerly Robert Allwell and 
Associates) data, 2012/2013 PIPS and past PAT testing data, an overall literacy and 
numeracy plan is being developed for all years within the Preparatory School. This is 
more specific than the overall focus on vocabulary and writing. The Prep School 
Curriculum Improvement Plan will further guide programming and be another tool in 
the measure of the success of academic programmes.  
 
Flexible performance grouping in Mathematics has now been established formally from 
Years 4 to Year 6 with aspects of the model being used in Pre-Primary to Year 3. 
 
Staff has worked to further develop the Prep School Writing Scale and has completed a 
second ‘Pairwise’ moderation. A benefit of the Pairwise approach is that staff see and 
grade a variety of writing from all year levels and are informed of writing deficits, thereby 
guiding teaching intentions.  
 
Pastoral 
The first Bronze certificates of the 2014 Champion Quest have been presented. 
Discussion with all staff at the beginning of the year has resulted in a more consistent 
approach to this programme. 
 
Vertical Tutor Groups for Years 3 to 6 are being planned and staffing and rooms are 
being organised. Prep Staff members are very supportive of this new initiative to 
strengthen pastoral care of boys.  This initiative is a component of an action research 
project that the Director of Pastoral Care, Planning & Co-curricular/Deputy Head, Maria 
Hodges, will present in July at the International Boys’ Schools Coalition conference in 
Nashville.  
 
Planning and Co-curricular 
Planning for the annual Canberra Tour is now complete. 103 boys (including five PMC 
boys) and 13 staff will be attending. Complementing written communication, a Year 6 
Sundowner and parent briefing was held for parents.  This was the Prep School’s first 
Parents’ Association Sundowner. 
 
The Year 6 Sailing programme is also complete. All boys enjoyed the experience and 
teachers found it a rewarding, relationship-building opportunity to share with the boys. 
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Year 5 camps to Kooringal are also complete and again proved to be positive 
experiences for boys to strengthen relationships with each other and staff. 
 
Ms Robyn Rishini will be presenting a cyber-safety workshop to Year 5 and 6 boys with a 
parent evening to follow. Robyn is a cyber-safety expert, speaker and founder and is the 
creator of Your Kids Online.  This is being funded by the Parents’ Association. 
 
A number of new co-curricular clubs have commenced in 2014.  These include Balsa 
Wood Boys; Chinese Board Games; Fun with Stories, Spectacular Science 
and Storytelling.  They join the already-established clubs of Master Chef, Art Club, Chess, 
Sport Club, Swimming Squad, Young Fitness, Book Club and Oracy Club. The demand for 
clubs has been overwhelming with all clubs oversubscribed.  
 
Giles House is fundraising this term. They are conducting the Easter Raffle with proceeds 
going to Anglicare. 
 
Senior School 
 
Academic 
Students are settled in their classes now that we have reached the deadline for subject 
changes in Years 11 and 12. The Academic Review in these years has helped to facilitate 
changes for some of those students who have chosen unwisely. The assistance of the 
Senior School Psychologist Anne Angelkovska and her team is extremely valuable as 
they, along with tutors and Heads of House, provide a high level of support and maintain 
close links with boys who are at risk academically.  
 
The newly mandated OLNA (Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment) was completed. 
A significant number of Year 10 boys, identified by SCSA as achieving lower than Band 8 
in NAPLAN, sat tests in Reading, Writing and Numeracy. Assistant Director of Studies 
Matthew Kameron’s sensitive handling of the process helped to allay the fears of both 
boys and parents and we will now plan strategies for assisting those students who are 
identified as ‘Fail’ or ‘Narrow Fail’ and who will therefore have to sit these tests again in 
September.  
 
There was a good turnout of parents and Year 10 to 12 students at an information 
evening presenting information on Beyond WA for University.  Increasing numbers of our 
boys have aspirations to study in the east, particularly at Melbourne University, or 
overseas. Careers Co-ordinator Jody Clarke and Head of English Neil Walker spoke 
about the advantages and disadvantages of such a move, along with details of the 
process.  
 
Options for students continue to grow. Five Stage 2 English boys moved to Stage 1 at 
MLC (not run at CCGS in Year 12), thus maximising their chances of achieving the WACE. 
Richard Daly of Daly Fitness has registered as a Registered Training Organisation and 
this will enable interested Year 11 and 12 boys to complete a Cert III or IV in Fitness, 
either through scheduled classes as an adjunct to ATAR / General pathway studies or on 
day release.  The goal will also be to offer this option to other local schools, with the cost 
being approximately $1,000 per year per student, in line with that charged by similar 
providers. 
 
‘Crossing the Fence’ co-ordinator John Dimmer met with the 67 boys now taking a class 
at MLC and the feedback was very positive.  
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Parent/Teacher/Student interviews for Year 11s took place. After feedback from parents, 
a new venue and system for encouraging parents and teachers to adhere to the 
schedule will be trialled for the forthcoming Year 12 and 8 interviews. 
 
Heads of Department have attended AISWA seminars that provide them with detailed 
information on the new WACE courses to be introduced in 2015 (see attached flyer from 
the Schools Curriculum and Standards Authority).  The syllabi and sample examinations 
for these courses will be released on 31 March and at that point serious planning can 
begin. Whilst we support the push for higher standards in the quest to make the WACE 
more meaningful, we are also aware that the new system will offer less flexibility and 
that we will have to be very strategic in considering which subjects will be offered, 
particularly in the General pathway. Given that subject selection counselling begins in 
May, there is much to be done. 
 
A number of boys are involved in academic selective programmes in the near future.  
They are: 
 
Nicholas Lim – Year 12 (Asian Physics Olympiad) 
Leo Li – Year 10, Devin He – Year 10, Nicholas Pizzino – Year 10 (Australian Olympiads 
Maths Selection School in April at Macquarie University, Sydney) 
Sam Thompson – Year 11 (possibly one of four of 14 who will be selected to represent 
Australia in Informatics in Taipei, Taiwan in July 
 
Pastoral 
Additional School and House Prefects were appointed recently.  The new School Prefects 
are Brandon Afiat  (Craigie) and Wei Juen Lo (Noake) who made their Prefect pledges in 
front of students, teachers and parents at the School Assembly. 
 
As School Prefects, these boys effectively become the custodians of the Christ Church 
student population.  They have pledged to lead by initiative and example to support, 
maintain and promote the School’s values and reputation. 
 
The new House Prefects include Max Montanari (Craigie), Anshuman Pal (Moyes), Alan 
Roy (Noake) and Richard Tien (Wolsey). 
 
Planning & Co-curricular  
The co-curricular domain of the School has settled into an energetic rhythm and many 
programmes are in full swing. In particular the Year 10 Friday activities programme has 
seen diversification of the Environment and Community Cadets to make ‘food rescue’ 
inclusive of the Friday afternoon programme and we are also now sending a significant 
group of Year 10 boys to the St Louis Centre, which is a new placement in 2014. 
 
Four boys have spent the term away from Christ Church on the Beyond Queenslea Drive 
programme. Three boys have been resident at Saint-Jean et La Croix in France and one 
boy at Hotoku Gakuen in Japan. They have kept us apprised of their activities from their 
blogs on the CCGS World page and we are awaiting their return to hear more of their 
experiences. 
	  
The ‘social season’ is fast approaching and planning is well advanced for the Year 10 
Social, the Year 11 Dance (both to be held in the gym) and the Year 12 Ball at the Hyatt 
Hotel in Perth. There has been a flurry of activity as themes are decided and are tickets 
sold.  
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Sport  
PSA sport continues with plenty of energy and great levels of success. With only one 
game to go, injury has unfortunately dealt Tennis and Water Polo significant blows. What 
had looked like unbeaten seasons for these two codes has ultimately seen player injuries 
result in a couple of surprise defeats. Conversely, the First VIII crew has led all season and 
flew to a three-length win in last Saturday’s Head of the River - a stunning result! The 
swimmers also performed admirably placing a credible second to Hale, who clearly had 
the better swimmers on the night. Other codes have had successful weeks, but have 
lacked consistency.  Albeit after a slow start, the First XI Cricket is still an outside chance 
to pinch the Darlot Cup in the last fixture.   
 
The School has celebrated a number of boys who have been selected in representative 
teams recently.  They are:   
 
Simon Parsons - Year 10 (Rugby WA Under 15) 
Tim Gray - Year 10 (State Pizzey Cup Tennis Team) 
Andrew Dewberry - Year 10 (Perth Wheelcats , {Wheelchair} Basketball Team) 

Planning for the long and physical winter season is well underway, staffing is nearing 
completion and First team squads are now a couple of weeks into pre-season training 
around the final summer training sessions. 

Arts 
The Drama department is in final rehearsals for the Year 9 play, Private Peaceful, directed 
by Mrs Jenny Davis. This has been a significant focus in the last couple of weeks as the 
final threads of this performance are woven into an engaging dramatic piece by some of 
our very talented Year 9 boys.  The final touches are also being put together for the 
Drama trip to Jakarta and both the Year 10 play The 39 Steps and the Senior production 
Henry IV are well into rehearsals for later in the year. 
 
Outdoor Education 
Kooringal has been in full swing over the last four weeks with four back to back Year 5 
camps completing the “Earth Keepers” programme. After surviving some warm days in 
early March, the Year 7 programme commenced last week with Moyes and Wolsey 
Houses engaging in a range of outdoor activities. Building trust and co-operation 
amongst the respective members of the House groups is a key focus of these transition 
camps. 
 
Captains of Activities 2014 
 

ACTIVITIES CAPTAIN VICE-CAPTAIN 
Art Charlie Rinaldi Jack Johnson  

Isovaine Huddlestone 
Debating James McGuillan Will Bailey 
Drama Nic Millar Christ Tay 

James Weight 
Chess Richard Tien Nicholas Pizzino 
Mock Trials Bertie Smallbone Henry Cooney 
Music Wei Juen Lo 

Christopher Tay 
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STAFF   
 
Resignations 
Mr Mark Harrison has informed the School that he is resigning at the end of this term.  
Mark has made a significant contribution to the Humanities Department since he was 
first appointed in January 2003 in a part-time capacity and has been an integral part of 
the School's cricket programme.  In addition, Mark was appointed Assistant Head of 
House in 2007 and the boys in Craigie have benefitted greatly from his engagement and 
involvement.  Mark will be very much missed by his colleagues and the boys. 
 
Support Staff 
Appointments:  
Mrs Venetia McBean has been appointed as Canteen Assistant in a part-time 
permanent capacity.  Venetia has over four years’ experience in food preparation in 
school canteen environments and previously worked at Christ Church Grammar School 
in 2009 to 2011.   
 
Resignations 
Mrs Fiona McLarty has resigned from the position of part-time Receptionist.  
 
Currently the School is interviewing for the following positions: 

• Receptionist 
• Languages Teacher - French/German 
• Languages Teacher - Chinese 

 
We are currently advertising for a Humanities Teacher (Part-time, Fixed Term 2014) and a 
Library Assistant (Permanent, Ongoing). 
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COMMUNITY  
  
Student achievements 
 
News stories from the past month include: 
 

• Postcard from St Quentin: France 
• Boarders run en masse for charity 
• Sportsmen inspire a new generation 
• Prep tennis players win Academy Plate 
• Successful season rewarded in the pool 
• Students share own stories on Harmony Day 
• Boys in song with leading vocal group 
• After-school clubs in high demand 
• Sports honour boards provide link to the past 
• Volunteering a worthwhile investment 
• Boys selected for Olympiad schools 
• Sailing programme helps build resilience 
• Expert arms boys with practical advice on drugs 
• 2013 Christ Church Scholars announced 
• Three perspectives on show at State gallery 
• Andrew becomes newest Perth Wheelcats recruit 

 
COMMUNITY 
 
Website 
The new website traffic is tracking very well, resembling a ‘heartbeat’ pattern of a spike 
on Fridays when we publish CCGS World, followed by smaller spikes on Saturday and 
Sunday, then bigger spikes on Monday and Thursday.  This seems to be following the 
pattern of use we planned – anecdotally we understand that people check the page 
when it is updated for any significant notices, major news and reflections from the 
leadership columns, then on Monday return to check on the sports results and/or 
information for the week ahead, and then return again in numbers Wednesday/Thursday 
for the sports fixtures or other weekend planning. 
 
Our next refinements will include the homepage animation, some online calendar 
navigation and presentation improvements and the video tour. 
 
Online parent communication 
Council members may be aware that last year we trialled establishing blogs for discrete 
groups of parents within the community, usually for tours, as a way of staying in contact 
and up to date with tour progress.  This has been very successful and many staff are keen 
to utilise this approach. 
 
At the moment we have established a couple of ongoing blogs for sections of the 
community.  We have a blog for boarding parents, to replace the regular newsletter, and 
a blog for parents of the Yahoos Choir, to help share photos, videos and updates about 
their progress.  For those who are interested, please refer to the links below.  The 
intention is to retain the ‘privacy’ of these groups by not linking them to our website or 
enabling search engines to find them, so that only those who have been given the 
specific link can see them. To date this approach is working well. 
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http://yahoos.updates.ccgs.wa.edu.au/ 
http://boarding.updates.ccgs.wa.edu.au/  
 
Parents’ Association 
The Year 8 and Year 6 Sundowners were both terrific events run by the PA.  The Year 
parents heard from David Anderson, Director of Kooringal, about the Leeuwin voyage, 
and the Year 6 parents heard about the forthcoming Canberra trip from Maria Hodges 
Director of Planning, Pastoral Care and Co-curricular and Richard Wright, Head of the 
Preparatory School. 
 
The Association is working closely with the OBA organisers and Christy Dangerfield 
Community Groups Co-ordinator, on a really exciting cocktail party this Saturday, 
themed Red Carpet Premiere.  I know they have all put a lot of effort into making this 
event unique and bookings are tracking well. 
 
 
Parents’ Auxiliary 
The Parents’ Auxiliary continues to be active in the year levels and recently held a 
meeting with representatives at which training was held on Trybooking.   
 
Other parent support groups 
The DFC Friends of Rowing community has had their peak period, capped off with a 
victorious Head of the River Dinner.  They also organised their annual Presentation 
Dinner and hosted the CCGS Rowing Regatta with panache. 
 
Old Boys’ Association 
Progress is being made towards developing a new OBA website as part of the 
Potentiality platform (which enables Member Directory and social media access). 
 
The OBA social media publishing continues apace with news and engaging themes. 
 
The Multiple Generations project is progressing well, with more than 100 responses and 
a volunteer, Bob McCarthy (1957) assisting with research and clarifications. 
 
Recent reunions included the Unforgettables BBQ, to which Freida French Archivist 
attended and spoke to Old Boys, the quarterly lunch for the Class of 1961 and the 30 year 
reunion of the Rowing First VIII (1983/1984). 


