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Philosophy
Those training for the priesthood 
spend the first three years in the 
study of Philosophy. They take 
courses in logic and in the history of 
Western thought. They may then be 
encouraged to focus on areas that are 
of particular interest to them. Some 
are drawn to the work of Wittgenstein 
and to questions about the limitations 
of language; to the language games 
that people play. This has an obvious 
relevance for those who wish to speak 
about God and to make claims in 
theological debate. 

Ethical Foundations
Most prospective priests study ethics. 
They engage in the task of building 
philosophical foundations upon which 
a coherent stance about principles 
might be adopted. This is always a 
worthwhile project though, for a 
priest, it is a necessary first step. Later, 
he or she will study moral theology 
which is based not only on reason 
and an appreciation of tradition, 
but on Scripture, as well as prayerful 
reflection upon experience. It is not 
simply an individual exercise and is 
carried out within the community 
of faith which is the church. There 
must be a reaching out beyond the 
ecclesiastical confines. 

One of the most useful images 
associated with Christian ethics is that 
of the conversation. Ethics requires 
listening and a willingness to learn 
from those who share one’s faith 
and religion, as well as those who 
are baffled by language about the 
incarnation, sin, and redemption.

Experience of Life
Experience of life invariably leads a 
person to the realisation that it is rare 
for purely philosophical ‘answers’ to be 
helpful and that lessons from Scripture 
should be received in a nuanced 
way. Interpretation is a challenging 
business. Life is often complex and, 
like religious faith, ethics usually 
involves some sort of struggle. Jacob’s 
wrestling match with a mysterious 
stranger illustrates this well (Genesis 
32:22-32). Faith, ethics, life are as much 
about probing mysteries and living 
with contradictions as they are about 
solving problems. In relation to all this, 
many remain much taken by Prince 
Andrei’s remark in Tolstoy’s War and 
Peace: “Everything I understand, I 
understand only because I love.” Ethics 
involves the mind, of course, but must 
also engage the heart and, to borrow 
from Pascal, “The heart has its reasons 
that reason cannot know.” Both Tolstoy 
and Pascal were Christians taken up 
with questions of ethics.

Thomas Aquinas
Students for the priesthood study 
Greek Philosophy, right back to the 
Pre-Socratics, which helps them 
prepare for insights from Thomas 
Aquinas, the medieval philosopher/ 
theologian who built on Aristotle 
when constructing his mighty 
ethical edifice. His body of thought 
remained enormously influential 
within Philosophy and Theology until 
the latter part of the 20th century. It 
retains its notable adherents in our 
own age, including, Martha Nussbaum 
the Ernst Freund Distinguished Service 
Professor of Law and Ethics at the 
University of Chicago and author of 
many works including The Fragility 
of Goodness: Luck and Ethics in Greek 

Tragedy and Philosophy. From time to 
time, Martha Nussbaum contributes 
to Late Night Live on ABC Radio 
National with Phillip Adams. Her voice 
is frequently heard in various forms 
of media in the United States and the 
United Kingdom.

Natural Reason
For a significant number of people, 
Aquinas still holds a secure place 
within the canon. But the mood of 
postmodernism, felt so strongly in 
the West in the last quarter of the 
twentieth century, was alien to any 
suggestion of privilege for canons or 
texts, including those with religious 
origins. Any claims for moral authority 
were met with what the distinguished 
French philosopher Paul Ricouer 
called a “hermeneutic of suspicion”. 
Hermeneutics is the theory and 
methodology of interpretation, 
especially the interpretation of 
philosophical and biblical texts. 

Thomistic Philosophy
The philosophy written by Aquinas 
became known as Thomism. 
Aquinas believed that truth could 
be revealed through inquiry into 
natural law, an inquiry which 
honoured natural reason; that it 
involved an acknowledgement of 
human nature. The debt to Aristotle 
was clear. Aristotle’s thought is 
extraordinarily resilient. It remains 
powerfully influential upon Alasdair 
MacIntyre, the contemporary Scottish 
philosopher whose writing includes 
After Virtue: a study in moral theory. 
This book is a seminal work for those 
engaged in the study of Ethics. 
MacIntyre is partial to St Thomas 
Aquinas but, interestingly, believes 
that moral theory in our day can only 
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be rescued from its intellectual and 
spiritual quagmire with assistance 
from another heroic figure in the story 
of Christendom: Saint Benedict of 
Nursia (480-543), founder of Western 
monasticism and patron saint of 
Europe. 

St Benedict
Startlingly and controversially, and 
with overwhelming pessimism, 
MacIntyre issued a clarion call for a 
renewal of moral theory asserting 
that this would best be achieved by 
drawing on the wisdom of Benedict 
and the Benedictinism which goes 
back to his original vision. Eyebrows 
were raised in academic circles. There 
was hostility. In a brilliant review for 
the New York Review of Books, JM 
Cameron wrote: “The Benedictine 
communities were able to conserve 
what belonged to the past and civilize 
the present because they cared 
more for the good life, lived at first 
in simple, unpretentious ways, than 
for civilization. Perhaps this is one of 
the things MacIntyre wants us to take 
away from our reading of his book. 
Many will hate the book and its line of 
thought, finding it ‘reactionary’ and 
unenlightened. But it is something 
to have a book, devoted to certain 
quite central technical philosophical 
questions, which is likely to produce 
so passionate a response.”

A Return to the Virtues
Aristotle and Aquinas placed 
emphasis upon the virtues. For 
MacIntyre, the need for us to once 
again seek an understanding of 
virtues and to practise them is critical. 
Aristotle and Aquinas were both 
conscious that we learn by doing. 
Aristotle wrote: “We are what we 
repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is 
not an act, but a habit.” In the second 
section of his work Summa Theologiae, 
Aquinas wrote an entire treatise 

on virtues and habits. MacIntyre’s 
influence has gone well beyond 
academic circles. In leading the charge 
to reinstate virtues and virtuous habits 
to a place of honour he has inspired a 
whole range of people concerned to 
offer young people something better 
than ethical relativism.

The Virtues Project
With the publication of After 
Virtue, MacIntyre reinvigorated an 
international discussion about virtues 
and, following on from the work of 
Elizabeth Anscombe and Sir Bernard 
Williams, called for a return to Virtue 
Ethics. As this discussion gained 
energy, it was entirely unsurprising 
to see the emergence of the Virtues 
Project in schools, the publication 
and popularity of William J Bennett’s 
The Book of Virtues: A Treasury of 
Great Moral Stories, along with the 
production of Adventures from 
the Book of Virtues, the animated 
television series which originally 
aired on PBS in the United States for 
three seasons, beginning in 1996 and 
ending in 2000. In the series Zach and 
Annie learn various life lessons from 
their friends Plato the bison, Aurora 
the red-tailed hawk, Aristotle the 
prairie dog, and Socrates the bobcat. 
These lessons are told in the form of 
animated segments based on stories 
from a variety of sources including the 
Bible, fairy tales, fables, mythology, 
and folk stories from different 
cultures. MacIntyre emphasised 
the importance of stories in the 
transmission of values.

Barbarians Within
In making his case, Macintyre calls 
for moral clarity based on rationality. 
He does so as a religious person. He 
writes: “If my account of our moral 
condition is correct [one characterized 
by moral incoherence and unsettlable 
moral disputes in the modern world], 

we ought to conclude that for some 
time now we too have reached a 
turning point. What matters at this 
stage is the construction of local forms 
of community within which civility 
and the intellectual and moral life 
can be sustained through the new 
dark ages which are already upon us. 
And if the tradition of the virtues was 
able to survive the horrors of the last 
dark ages, we are not entirely without 
grounds for hope. This time however 
the barbarians are not waiting beyond 
the frontiers; they have already been 
governing us for quite some time. 
And it is our lack of consciousness 
of this that constitutes part of our 
predicament.” 

The Search for Foundations
For those who may be interested, as 
part of our program in Term 3, I will 
host a discussion about the quest 
for ethical foundations. What are the 
sources which might prove useful 
as we reflect on the very possibility 
of such an enterprise? These and 
other matters will be discussed. Our 
debt to Alasdair MacIntyre will be 
acknowledged but we will speak 
about other moral authorities.

Frank Sheehan
School Chaplain
Director of the Centre for Ethics

“Ethics requires listening and a willingness to learn from those 
who share one’s faith and religion, as well as those who are baffled 
by language about the incarnation, sin, and redemption.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folklore


In order to help understand how to be 
a Christian in everyday life, Matt Smith 
from Dalkeith Anglican Church leads 
a session with a group of students in 
The Centre for Ethics every Thursday 
at 12.45pm. The group reflects on a 
passage of the bible to decipher its 
meaning and impact on their lives. 
The group is interested in evaluating 
the claims that Jesus makes about 
himself. The group’s name is ‘Credo’, 
from the Latin for ‘I believe’.

The opening night of this amazing 
festival, organised by the Centre for 
Social Impact (University of Western 
Australia) is an opportunity for families 
to celebrate the great work that is 
generating positive social impact in 
Western Australia. The week-long 
festival provides the opportunity to 
hear from Western Australia’s most 
influential change makers, attend 
seminars disseminating the latest 
research, participate in interactive 
workshops, connect with others 
who are passionate about making a 
difference, receive inspiration from 
leaders on the edge of social impact, 
and allows you to have your say. 

We are so grateful to our community 
who assisted in planting over 500 
seedlings to celebrate National Tree 
Day in July. Thank you to all the 
families and friends who attended this 
event and helped to make it a great 
success.

Christ Church 
Credo
Matt Smith

Social Impact Festival

Wollaston Tree Planting Day
Anglican EcoCare Commission

Christ Church Credo runs every 
Thursday in The Centre for Ethics.

The Social Impact Festival will  
be open to the community  

from 20 to 27 July.



Enjoy an hour of chamber music 
performed by some of Perth’s finest 
musicians and help fundraise for 
Anglicare. 

Concert No 3 – Piano Trio – Saturday 
30 July
Paul Wright (violin), Sacha McCulloch 
(cello) and Faith Maydwell (piano) will 
perform Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s Piano 
Trio and Duncan Gardiner’s A Thousand 
Cranes Beat Their Wings.

Concert No 4 – Flute Trio – Saturday 
17 September
Michael Howell (flute), Sacha McCulloch 
(cello), and Faith Maydwell (piano) 
will perform Eugene Goosen’s Five 
Impressions of a Holiday and Friedrich 
Kuhlau’s Flute Trio. 

The Very Reverend Richard Pengelley is 
the Anglican Dean of Perth. Before his 
appointment, he was Assistant Chaplain 
at Christ Church Grammar School and 
the Director of Service in Action. 

Richard represented Australia as a 
member of the Water Polo team at the 
1984 (Los Angeles) and 1992 (Barcelona) 
Olympics. 

Ensemble Magellan
Paul Wright, Sacha McCulloch, Faith Maydwell and Michael Howell

The Olympic Spirit: Sport and Spirituality
The Very Reverend Richard Pengelley

Magellan will perform for the 
community on Saturday 30 July  

and Saturday 17 September.

The Very Reverend Richard 
Pengelley will speak to the students 

on Tuesday 2, Wednesday 3 and 
Thursday 4 August.

Paul Wright Sacha McCulloch Faith Maydwell Michael Howell



The Hon Kim Beazley, AC was elected 
to the Federal Parliament in 1980 and 
represented the electorates of Swan and 
Brand. Mr Beazley was a Minister in the 
Hawke and Keating Labor Governments 
holding, at various times, the portfolios 
of Defence, Finance, Transport and 
Communications, Employment, 
Education and Training, Aviation, 
and Special Minister of State. He was 
Deputy Prime Minister, Leader of the 
Australian Labor Party and Leader of 
the Opposition. Mr Beazley served on 
parliamentary committees, including 
the Joint Intelligence Committee and 
the Joint Foreign Affairs, Defence and 
Trade Committee.

After his retirement from politics in 2007, 
Mr Beazley was appointed Winthrop 
Professor in the Department of Politics 
and International Relations at the 
University of Western Australia. In July 

Maggie Dent is an author, educator, 
and a parenting and resilience specialist 
with a particular interest in the early 
years and adolescence. Maggie grew 
up in a large family on a farm in 
Western Australia. Her childhood and 
adolescence were shadowed by low 
self-esteem, and this experience built 
the foundation for her work today.

Maggie was a high-school teacher for 
17 years before working as a counsellor 
with young people and their families, in 
suicide prevention and palliative care. 
Her experience also included working as 
a radio announcer on ABC.

Maggie is a passionate advocate for 
the healthy, commonsense raising of 
children in order to strengthen families 

Australian Federalism
The Hon Kim Beazley, AC

From the Sandpit to Adulthood: 
Helping Today’s Children to Thrive
Maggie Dent

The Hon Kim Beazley AC will  
speak to the students on  

Thursday 18 August.

Maggie Dent will speak to  
the community on  

Wednesday 24 August.

2008, he was appointed Chancellor of 
the Australian National University. Mr 
Beazley took up his appointment as 
Ambassador to the United States of 
America in February 2010.

In 2009, Mr Beazley was awarded the 
Companion of the Order of Australia 
for service to the Parliament of 
Australia through contributions to the 
development of government policies 
in relation to defence and international 
relations, and as an advocate for 
Indigenous people, and to the 
community.

Mr Beazley was born in Perth. He 
completed a Bachelor of Arts and Master 
of Arts at the University of Western 
Australia. He was awarded the Rhodes 
Scholarship for Western Australia in 1973 
and completed a Master of Philosophy at 
Oxford University. He is married and has 
three daughters.

and communities. She has a broad 
perspective and a range of experiences 
that shape her work, a slightly irreverent 
sense of humour and a depth of 
knowledge based on modern research 
and ancient wisdom that she shares 
passionately in a commonsense way.

Maggie is the author of five books, 
and is a prolific creator of resources 
for parents, adolescents, teachers, 
educators and others who are interested 
in improving their lives.

http://www.maggiedent.com/content/maggies-books
http://www.maggiedent.com/shop


The Hon Wayne Martin AC, a Christ 
Church Grammar School old boy, 
was admitted to legal practice 
in Western Australia in 1977. In 
1993 he was appointed Queen’s 
Counsel. At different times he 
has served as Chairman of the 
Law Reform Commission of WA 
and the Administrative Review 
Council, and as President of the 
Law Society of WA and the WA Bar 
Association. In 2006 he became the 
13th Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Western Australia. In 2012, 
the Chief Justice was recognised 
nationally when he was appointed a 
Companion in the General Division 
of the Order of Australia.  

The Chief Justice currently holds 
many positions as Chairman or 
Patron, and is also the Lieutenant 
Governor of Western Australia.

In his work Satire X, the Roman poet 
Juvenal outlines those things that 
are desirable in life. As he writes, 
“Ordanum est ut sit mens sana in 
corpore sano.” Indeed, it is important 
to “pray for a healthy mind in a 
healthy body.”

Juvenal would approve of our 
leadership days for Year 11 students 
held each year. They combine the 
physical with the spiritual in what 
can only be described as an holistic 
approach. Half of the group venture 
to the Swanbourne Barracks where 
they undergo an intense day of 
physical activity. The other half cross 

Life Choices
The Hon Wayne Martin AC, 
Chief Justice of Western Australia

Year 11 Leadership
Susie Ascott, Father Peter Boyland and Father Frank Sheehan

The Hon Wayne Martin AC  
will speak to the students on 

Thursday 1 September.

The Year 11 Leadership days will be 
held on Tuesday 20 and Wednesday 

21 September.

the road to the Anglican Church where 
they are introduced to techniques of 
meditation and the practice of yoga. 
This is supervised by Susie Ascott from 
Present Perfect. The students then 
hear from the Parish Priest, Father 
Peter Boyland. All aspects of the 
program are well received by the boys.

We are always delighted to welcome back speakers whose talks have been so interesting and helpful.  
For more information on any of our speakers please contact Teresa Scott at tscott@ccgs.wa.edu.au

http://www.presentperfect.com.au


Please contact Teresa Scott on 9442 1705 beforehand, in case there is a change to the program.  
A map of Christ Church Grammar School is available on our website www.ccgs.wa.edu.au/about-us/our-location/campus-map

The Centre For Ethics 

Calendar
Date Event and topic Speaker Time Location

Sunday 3 July Wollaston Tree Planting Day 1.00pm to 
4.00pm

Wollaston, Wollaston 
Road
Mount Claremont

Wednesday 20 to 
Wednesday 27 July Social Impact Festival

Please visit: 
http://www.
socialimpactfestival.
org

Wednesday 27 July Ten Australian Poems Frank Sheehan RSVP 9442 1705

Saturday 30 July Trio Magellan
A Thousand Cranes Beat Their Wings

Paul Wright, 
Sacha McCulloch and  
Faith Maydwell

4.30pm
Bookings: www.
trybooking.com/
KGVK

Tuesday 2 August Multiple Intelligences Mitch Productions 11.00am Classroom

Tuesday 2 to 
Thursday   
4 August 

The Olympic Spirit:
Sport and Spirituality

The Very Reverend  
Richard Pengelley Day Chapel

Thursday 4 August Tidelines The Very Reverend  
Richard Pengelley 9.00am Chapel

Ethics Book Club Father Frank Sheehan 7.30pm RSVP 9442 1705

Thursday 11 August Resilience, Optimism and Confidence Roc Teen 11.50am Classroom

Thursday 18 August The Reading Hour Neil Walker 9.00am Chapel

Thursday 18 August Australian Federalism The Hon Kim Beazley AC 2.15pm Chapel

Wednesday
24 August

From the Sandpit to Adulthood: 
Helping Today’s Children to Thrive Maggie Dent 7.30pm

Bookings: www.
trybooking.
com/203172 

Thursday
1 September Life Choices

The Hon Wayne Martin  
AC Chief Justice of 
Western Australia

9.00am Chapel

Saturday 
17 September Trio Magellan

Michael Howell,
Sacha McCulloch and  
Faith Maydwell

4.30pm
Bookings: https://
trybooking.
com/180383

Tuesday
20 September In Motion Matt Norman Day Classroom

Tuesday 20 and 
Wednesday  
21 September

Year 11 Leadership
Susie Ascott,  
Father Peter Boyland 
and Frank Sheehan

All day
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