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Theos
In the New Testament, the common 
word for God is “theos” from the 
Greek. Theos forms the basis of that 
rather mystifying word “theology.” It 
will therefore come as little surprise 
to readers that the UK based Theos 
think tank is a Christian organisation 
which concerns itself with theological 
reflection.  

Theology can be interesting and 
relevant
Theos is quite an intellectual power 
house which manages to appeal to 
the religious and non-religious alike. 
For example, the well known atheist, 
journalist and founding editor of The 
Philosopher’s Magazine, Julian Baggini 
has observed that, “Theos provides 
rare proof that theology can be 
interesting and relevant even, perhaps 
especially, for those who do not 
believe.” Lord Harries of Pentregarth, 
the former Bishop of Oxford and friend 
of Richard Dawkins, has written that, 
“Theos continues to meet a long felt 
need for a think tank that believes the 
Christian faith has a political as well as 
a personal dimension. Non-political 
in a party sense, it provides balanced 
and in-depth discussion on how the 
Christian faith might impinge on a 
range of public policy issues.” And 
from the widely respected politician 
Frank Field, “Politics must ultimately 
be a moral endeavour. Neutrality, 
even secular neutrality, is not a serious 
option. Theos gets this, and in the 
10 years since they were founded 
they have consistently provided 
an intelligent and well-researched 
Christian view on contemporary public 
life. You don’t have to agree with 
them, still less be a Christian, to benefit 
from what they have to say.”

Not to decide is to decide
There is a widely held view that 
religion should not intrude into the 
public realm and that it usually causes 
trouble when it does. When we discuss 
this in class, I always make the point 
that I am glad that Martin Luther King 
and Archbishop Tutu didn’t think this 
way. Nonetheless, a good number 
of people advocate a position of 
neutrality. Rightly or wrongly, those 
at Theos challenge this stance about 
religion and politics. They write, “We 
reject the notion of any possible 
‘neutral’ perspective on these issues.” 
As former Harvard Divinity School 
theologian Harvey Cox used to say, 
“Not to decide is to decide.”  He 
dwelt on this in his unusually titled 
theological work On Not Leaving it to 
the Snake. By way of explanation about 
that title, Cox uses the Genesis story in 
a highly symbolic way in encouraging 
people to become involved in 
choices that affect the wider society. 
According to Cox, Adam and Eve 
made their big mistake, not in eating 
the forbidden fruit in the Garden of 
Eden, but in allowing the serpent to 
decide their fate rather than taking 
that responsibility upon themselves. 
As he writes, “Somewhere deep down 
we know that in the final analysis we 
do decide things and that even our 
decisions to let someone else decide 
are really our decisions, however 
pusillanimous.”

A religiously-diverse society
A contemporary orthodoxy is 
that religion is irrelevant. But the 
theologians at Theos hold to the view 
that religion is one of the key public 
issues of this century, both in the UK 
and in the wider world. As they write, 
“Our increasingly religiously-diverse 

society demands that we grapple with 
religion as a significant force in public 
life. Unfortunately, much of the debate 
about the role and place of religion 
has been unnecessarily emotive and 
ill informed. We exist to change that.” 
There is nothing like setting yourself 
a challenge. It is a challenge that they 
meet with some confidence and verve. 
One can only admire their audacity to 
believe.

Religion and politics: A private 
matter?
At Theos, they reject the idea that 
religion is a purely private matter or 
that it is possible for anyone to divide 
public and private values. This is a 
controversial view and people may 
well be wary. But, as Theos puts it, they 
are not seeking confrontation. “We 
seek, rather, to recognise and analyse 
the ethical ideas and commitments 
that underlie public life and to engage 
in open and honest public debate, 
bringing the tradition of Christian 
social and political thought to bear 
on current issues. We believe that the 
mainstream Christian tradition has 
much to offer for a flourishing society.”

Serious research
Theos takes seriously research 
about the intersection of religion, 
politics and society. It also provides 
regular comment for print and 
broadcast media and briefing and 
analysis to parliamentarians and 
policy makers. Theos has produced 
numerous research reports focusing 
on significant issues that have an 
impact on British society, including 
welfare (The Future of Welfare: A Theos 
Collection), law (Speaking Up: Defending 
and Delivering Access to Justice 
Today), economics (Just Money: How 
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Catholic Social Teaching can Redeem 
Capitalism), multiculturalism (Making 
Multiculturalism Work), voting reform 
(Counting on Reform), as well as on a 
range of other religious, legal, political 
and social issues.

Sojourners
More than 20 years ago, one of our 
first speakers at the Centre for Ethics 
was Jim Wallis, a Christian writer 
and political activist best known as 
the founder and editor of Sojourners 
magazine and as the founder of the 
Washington, D.C. based Christian 
community of the same name. 
The community states that, “We 
seek to inspire hope and build a 
movement to transform individuals, 
communities, the church, and the 
world. We envision a future in which 
Christians put their faith into action 
in the passionate pursuit of social 
justice, peace, and environmental 
stewardship, working in partnership 
with people of other perspectives, for 
the common good of communities, 
families and individuals. We articulate 
that vision, convene and mobilize 
constituencies, and build alliances for 
effective advocacy.” 

First Things
From a very different perspective, 
the American journal First Things 
also seeks to maintain a connection 
between religion and society. 
Published by the conservative 
Institute on Religion and Public Life, 
First Things devotes resources and 
energy to research as it confronts the 
ideology of secularism which, it says, 
“insists that the public sphere must 
be naked, and that faith has no place 
in shaping the public conversation 
or in shaping public policy.” There is 
something of a defensive approach 
adopted by the institute. 

An Australian equivalent?
Thinking about Theos, Sojourners and 
First Things and their emphasis on 
research, I couldn’t help but wonder 
whether we in Australia have any 
institutions or journals which are 
equivalent. Certainly, there is the 
significant Christian voice of Father 
Frank Brennan whose well considered 
views  are regularly found in the 
magazine Eureka Street and in the 
much wider media, especially the 
ABC. Tim Costello is also heard and 
respected. There is the Centre for 
Public and Contextual Theology 
based at Charles Sturt University, 
Canberra.  Other agencies engage in 
research in different ways, depending 
on their interests. The Research and 
Policy Centre at the Brotherhood 
of St Laurence is one example. The 
Brotherhood, an Anglican inspired 
organisation working throughout 
Australia, describes itself as seeking 
the common good, “through 
compassion with a generosity of 
spirit and reliance on evidence.” It 
concerns itself with the causes of 
poverty and the impact of poverty 
upon individuals, families and other 
groups. Anglicare takes a similar 
approach. Because it works closely 
with those who are disadvantaged, 
it can reach an understanding of this 
same disadvantage. Theos is certainly 
interested in poverty but it looks at a 
much wider range of social issues.

Jarrod McKenna
Perth based pastor and social justice 
activist Jarrod McKenna operates 
from a clear theological foundation, 
one which is informed by the Bible 
and by regular reflection on some 
of the Bible’s more demanding 
teachings. He has been described 
as, “the sort of God-botherer you 
don’t mind being bothered by.” From 
time to time, we hear about religious 
ministers being arrested and detained 

during protests about justice. Jarrod 
is one of those. His congregation 
seem to thrive on it and his passionate 
commitment to work for a fairer world 
has inspired a significant number of 
unchurched young people to join his 
congregation.   

The Ethics Centre, Sydney
Another institution which reflects on 
a wide range of ethical questions is 
The Ethics Centre which was launched 
in 1989 by the Anglican Parish of 
St James’ Church, Sydney, in order 
to work with business in the city to 
promote ethics and ethical decision-
making. Reflecting on the history 
of the Ethics Centre, Hugh Mackay 
wrote about the climate of excess 
that prevailed when it was launched. 
“Suddenly, it seemed the right 
time to put an age-old proposition 
back on the agenda: every business 
decision has an ethical dimension we 
ignore at our peril. One man began 
thinking very seriously about how 
that proposition might be given 
a fresh voice. Meredith Ryan was 
the corporate secretary of the AMP 
Society (as it then was) and was also 
a parishioner of the historic St James 
Anglican Church in King Street, 
Sydney. Impressed by the example 
of an ethics centre established by 
Trinity Church, Wall Street, New 
York, he began quietly canvassing 
the idea that St James might take a 
similar initiative. He was encouraged 
by the then Rector of St James, The 
Reverend Peter Hughes, and by three 
other parishioners: Tim Edwards, 
Jane Walton and Julie White.” In 
other words, it emerged from a faith 
community.

Ethics beyond theology
Twenty years ago, St James Ethics 
Centre became entirely independent 
of the church. It is now a secular 
organisation, open to those of any 
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“Spencer shows persuasively that we cannot understand our 
political, economic or social culture without taking into account 
the key role Christianity has played in shaping Western values.”

or no faith. Theology is not on the 
agenda in the way that is at Theos. 
Perhaps it is thought that the very 
word “theology” creates barriers. 
People can be anxious about those 
who might bother them with talk 
of God. One can see why The Ethics 
Centre, despite its religious origins, 
prefers to engage with the wider 
society free of any ecclesiastical 
connection.

Where we sit
However, as we have noted, at Theos, 
they stress the link between their work 
and that of the church. They assert, 
“We are committed to the traditional 
creeds of the Christian faith and 
draw on social and political thought 
from a wide range of theological 
traditions. We also work with many 
non-Christian and non-religious 
individuals and organisations.” Theos 
was launched with the support of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, 
but it is independent of any particular 
denomination. It is an ecumenical 
Christian organisation, committed to 
the belief that religion in general and 
Christianity in particular has much to 
offer for the common good of society 
as a whole. It is not aligned with any 
point on the party political spectrum, 
believing that Christian social and 
political thought cuts across these 
distinctions.

Understanding religion so as to 
understand society
Those at the Theos hold tenaciously to 
the idea that one can’t understand the 
modern world without understanding 
religion. As they say on their very 
interesting website they, “seek to 
inform the debate about the place 
of religion in society, challenging 
ill-informed thinking through 
our research, events and media 
comment.” 

The Evolution of the West: How 
Christianity Has Shaped our Values
Unsurprisingly, researchers at Theos 
are engaged in a great deal of writing. 
Theologians tend to do that. The 
Director of Research is Nick Spencer 
who has written Darwin and God 
(2009), Freedom and Order: History, 
Politics and the English Bible (2011) 
and Atheists: The Origin of the Species 
(2014). He is Visiting Research Fellow 
at the Faiths and Civil Society Unit, 
Goldsmiths, University of London. In 
September this year, his latest book 
appeared. It’s called The Evolution 
of the West: How Christianity Has 
Shaped our Values.

Contemporary liberal secular 
values
In The Evolution of the West, Nick 
Spencer asks fundamental questions 
about his society: What are our 
values?  Where do our values come 
from? Shockwaves in the light of 
Brexit have led to some profound 
self questioning and to a search for 
shared values. Importantly, there 
has been a recognition of the need 
to inquire about the origin of ethical 
foundations. According to Spencer, 
“the deepest values of contemporary, 
liberal secular values in the UK have 
their roots in Christianity.” Spencer’s 
startling claim will be seen as at odds 
with insights offered by the New 
Atheists such as Richard Dawkins, 
Christopher Hitchins and AC Grayling. 
These vocal and opinionated public 
figures believe that, when it comes 
to nurturing good values, religion 
is at best irrelevant and, at worst, a 
malignant impediment to progress. 

Avoiding collective amnesia
Drawing upon historical, literary 
and philosophical sources, Spencer 
shows how Christianity contributed 
to the development of Humanism 
and how it has encouraged freedom 
of conscience as well as equality 
under the law. He also demonstrates 

that Christian values underpin a 
commitment to human rights. 
He is well aware that there are 
many modern commentators who 
seek to sideline Christianity and 
to devalue its contribution to the 
establishment of a humane society. 
He is encouraging contemporary 
Christians to regain some nerve and 
to stand up to a collective amnesia in 
this regard. As Richard Harries writes 
in his review of the book, “Spencer 
shows persuasively that we cannot 
understand our political, economic 
or social culture without taking into 
account the key role Christianity has 
played in shaping Western values. 
Balanced and never claiming too 
much, it offers an essential corrective 
to contemporary narratives that try to 
write Christianity out of the script.”

A continuing presence
Nick Spencer puts forward a well-
rounded case for the continuing 
presence of Christianity in 21st-
century public life. He also sounds a 
warning that contemporary liberal 
secular society risks losing sight of 
the basis for its deepest values. The 
attendant risk is that forgetting these 
values leaves little capacity to defend 
them. 

Frank Sheehan
School Chaplain
Director of the Centre for Ethics



The Dean of Perth, The Very Reverend 
Richard Pengelley, attended a Senior 
School Assembly in September to 
acknowledge that our students and 
their families had donated 3500 items 
of food and drink for distribution to 
the homeless.

Service Prefect, James Borshoff 
outlined some of the troubling 
statistics about homelessness in 
Western Australia including the sad 
fact that 34 per cent of homeless 
people are victims of domestic 
violence and 16 per cent are aged 12 
and under.

The Dean spoke about the work of 
St George’s Cathedral in relation to 
homelessness and he acknowledged 
the support of Mr Alan Jones and the 
Christ Church community. 

Members of the Peter Moyes Centre 
(PMC) packed the donated items into 
442 food packs and travelled to the 
Cathedral to present the packs to the 
Dean on behalf of Christ Church.

Susie founded Present Perfect in 1997, 
a life coaching business with a vision 
where people work in a spirit of  
co-operation and mutual support.

Susie has been teaching and studying 
Hatha yoga since 2006. Her practices 
of yoga, permaculture and earth- 
based spirituality, along with a love 
of gardening, reading, writing, and 
painting, inform her approach to life 
coaching. 

Homelessness Week
The Very Reverend Richard Pengelley

Self Care isn’t Selfish
Susie Ascott

Susie will speak to  
the community on  

Wednesday 12 October.

Felix King was awarded first place in 
WA for the Salvation Army’s Hidden 
Others film competition. You can 
watch the film here.



The Boy Behind the Curtain is Tim 
Winton’s most personal book to date. 
This volume of 22 extraordinarily 
powerful essays collectively form a 
rare insight into the real life events 
and characters who have “coloured 
and peopled” Tim Winton’s writing 
over the past 35 years. 

From early experiences including an 
hilariously memorable family road-
trip and a catastrophic first viewing 
of 2001: A Space Odyssey at the age of 
eight, to the profound impact of an 
horrific road accident and his family’s 
active Christian faith, Winton pays 
tribute to the influences that have first 
and foremost shaped and fueled his 
distinctive voice. 

Winton is a self-confessed curious mix 
of redneck and greenie. A passionate 
eco-warrior who cheers up at the sight 
of roadkill. An environmentalist with 
hunting and gathering in his blood. 
A copper’s son fascinated by social 
distinctions. A sweaty barefoot boy 
who sensed something special in the 

The Boy Behind the Curtain
Tim Winton

temple of art. A disenchanted creative 
writing student determined to make it 
on the international publishing stage. 

For someone so notoriously guarded 
about his private life, The Boy Behind 
the Curtain reveals a surprisingly 
intimate, and at times laugh-out-
loud funny portrait of the author as 
son, brother, husband, father and 
grandfather. 

Tim Winton is one of Australia’s 
most acclaimed writers, thinkers 
and essayists. He is the author of 
28 books and three plays. His non-
fiction has appeared in The New York 
Times, Granta, The Monthly, The New 
Statesman, Prospect, The Los Angeles 
Times, The London Review of Books and 
The Economist/Intelligent Life. 

Since his first novel, An Open Swimmer, 
won the Australian Vogel Award in 
1981, he has won the Miles Franklin 
Award four times and twice been 
shortlisted for the Booker Prize.

Tim will speak to  
the community on  

Thursday 13 October.

Tim will speak to  
students on  

Monday 17 October.

Tim Muirhead has worked in 
community development for over 
30 years. He has focused on how we 
develop the human spirit in each of us 
and how we ensure that our diversity 
enriches us rather than dividing us. 

Tim’s latest book Finding Heraan 
is a work of fiction about a young 
man who is tasked with delivering a 
powerful message. The task proves 
a lot harder than he expects. He is 
confronted with many challenges, 
not least the fact that many greet his 
message with disinterest!

Finding Heraan
Tim Muirhead

It’s an allegory of course; a 
philosophical fable.   We live in an 
increasingly diverse world, where 
differences of religion, race, gender, 
and even beliefs, threaten to create 
a cowering silence, or dangerous 
conflict.  We need to find ways that 
we can genuinely speak to and hear 
each other, and Finding Heraan gives 
an opportunity for readers to reflect 
on what those ways 
might be.

His previous book is 
Weaving Tapestries: 
A Handbook 
for Building 
Communities.



Katie has been a facilitator, design 
strategist and community builder 
for over 10 years. She has a Bachelor 
of Education and for the last six 
years has been immersed in the 
field of social impact, eco-systems 
thinking and design for innovation 
both internationally and locally. She 
uses her background in facilitation, 
strategic design and resource 
development to find the most useful 
tools and design processes to create 
meaningful change. 

Katie is passionate about developing 
a strong eco-system to foster social 
impact. She always aspires to build 
community and to empower people 
to create positive social change and 
will delve into anything that helps her 
create a stronger social impact. 

Brad Scott is a two time Paralympian 
and triple Paralympic Games Medalist. 
He is a middle distance runner with a 
mild form of cerebral palsy. As a child, 
all Scott wanted to do was play sport 
with the dream of one day wearing 
the green and gold. At the age of 
12, Scott’s doctor suggested that 
his body may not be able to handle 
the demands of sport but this only 
motivated Scott to play more sport.

In September 2008, Scott’s dream 
became a reality. He was given the 
honour of representing Australia at 
the Beijing Paralympic Games and 
not only did Scott fulfil his goal, 
he proudly won a silver medal in 
the T37 Class 800m. Scott followed 
his outstanding form by winning 
silver and bronze at the World 

Social Impact Festival
Katie Stubley

A personal strategy for enhancing resilience
Brad Scott

Katie is working at the Centre for 
Social Impact UWA (Strategic Design 
Manager) and the Knowledge Society 
(Human-centred Designer).

Katie will speak to  
students on  

Monday 24 October.

Brad Scott will  
speak to students  

on Monday 24 October.

Championship in New Zealand. At 
the 2012 London Paralympic Games, 
Scott cemented his position as one of 
the world’s top Paralympic athletes 
by winning another two medals. He 
is currently competing in the 2016 
Paralympics in Brazil. 

Scott has a career in mortgage 
broking while also studying financial 
planning. He believes this knowledge 
is essential to excel as an elite athlete 
and help further build his future 
dream of becoming an elite level 
coach.

We are always delighted to welcome back speakers whose talks have been so interesting and helpful.  
For more information on any of our speakers please contact Teresa Scott at tscott@ccgs.wa.edu.au



Please contact Teresa Scott on 9442 1705 beforehand, in case there is a change to the program.  
A map of Christ Church Grammar School is available on our website www.ccgs.wa.edu.au/about-us/our-location/campus-map
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Calendar
Date Event and topic Speaker Time Location

Every Thursday Christ Church Credo Matt Smith 1.00pm Q1

Tuesday
11 October Fringe of Leaves Francis Sheehan 7.30pm RSVP 9442 1705

Wednesday
12 October In Your Head

Greg Hire 
Brant Garvey
Chris Darmody

Day RSVP 9442 1705

Wednesday
12 October Self Care isn’t Selfish Susie Ascott 7.30pm RSVP 9442 1705

Thursday
13 October The Boy Behind the Curtain Tim Winton 6.30pm

Tickets
Lane Bookshop
9384 4423

Monday
17 October Finding Heraan Tim Muirhead Day Classroom

Monday 17 
and 
Tuesday 18 October

Positive Strategies Kita Iqbal Day Classroom

Monday
24 October Social Impact Festival Katie Stubley Day RSVP 9442 1705

Monday
24 October

A personal strategy for enhancing 
resilience

Brad Scott
Paralympian Day Classroom

Monday
31 October

Book Launch 
A Kind of Retirement

The Most Reverend 
Peter Carnley 6.00pm Chapel 

RSVP 9442 1705

Friday
4 November After This Alice Nelson Day Classroom

Monday
14 November

Teambuilding and Conflict 
Resolution Mitch Productions Day Classroom

Wednesday
16 November Said Poet’s Society Matt Norman Day Classroom

Wednesday 
30 November The Christmas Carol Service 7.30pm Chapel

Saturday 
24 December The Nativity Play 10.00am Chapel

Saturday 
24 December The Christmas Eve Service 8.00pm Chapel


