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Dear Queenslea Club members

Welcome to 2018 - I hope that you and your family enjoyed a wonderful break. The 

School ended 2017 on a very positive note and I trust you will enjoy reading this edition, 

highlighting the breadth of the Christ Church experience.

We are a school blessed with engaged alumni, and last term we acknowledged and 

welcomed Tom Nattrass to the role of President of the Old Boys’ Association (OBA).

Throughout the year there are many wonderful events. The Assembly in Honour of Year 

12 held last term is one such event where we celebrated the leadership demonstrated 

by the boys throughout the year.

In late November our Year 10s returned from a remarkable 11-day Venture in the 

Walpole-Nornalup National Park wilderness and you can read about their personal 

challenge in this edition of Queenslea Quarterly.

The School’s journey to gain accreditation with the Council of International Schools (CIS) 

continues. As we strive to provide our students with the knowledge, skills and abilities 

to pursue their lives as global citizens, our achievement of membership with the CIS 

serves as an important step towards delivering a high quality international education for 

our boys.

In Term 4 the annual Principal’s Parade was conducted and I had the privilege of 

inspecting the Cadet Unit as they led an impressive display on the Senior School 

Oval. The Senior School Art Exhibition titled Magnum Opus, opened in November and 

showcased the amazing artistic talent of our boys across various genres.

Our exciting Year 9 program The Making of Men launches this month, providing 

opportunities for Year 9 boys to explore themes such as relationships, identity and 

purpose through creative workshops, activities, circle discussions and life skills sessions. 

The year-long program includes a three week live-in experience which brings together 

concepts explored in Personal and Spiritual Development (PSD) and elements of our 

Outdoor Education program.

In 2018 it is a time for magic with The Midnite Youth Theatre Company planning to 

deliver performances of Masquerade, Big Fish and Peter Pan. I recommend you visit 

midnite.ccgs.wa.edu.au and book tickets as they will sell fast.

I look forward to communicating with you at the end of next term, and wish everyone a 

great start to the year.

Kind regards 

 
Alan Jones 

Principal
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The Queenslea Club is for friends of Christ Church Grammar School who wish to maintain a connection to the School.  
To join, contact the School on (08) 9442 1555 or at info@ccgs.wa.edu.au

Last term we had the great pleasure 
of revealing three OBA Legends at 
Senior School Assembly. Old boys Irwin 
Lewis (‘56), Dr Alan Eggleston (‘59) and 
Professor Peter Edwards AM (’61) were 
formally recognised as leaders in their 
field of expertise and were joined by 
many fellow old boys, students and staff 
to honour the special occasion.
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Answering the 
Captain’s call
Our School and House Prefects for 2018 were 
formally inducted at assembly prior to the 
end of Term 4, revealing a line-up of boys with 
a determination to lead by example.

Matthew Tissiman (Year 11) was announced as the 
2018 Captain of School and Marc Boyatzis (Year 11) 
as Vice Captain.

The occasion provided a fantastic opportunity 
for the new Prefects to be acknowledged in front 
of peers as each delivered a personal address 
before signing the School Prefects book as part of 
induction proceedings.

“I am honoured and grateful that the Christ Church 
community has put their trust in me to be Captain 
of School for 2018. It is exciting and humbling to 
be following the inspiring student leaders who 
have served before me, such as Ollie Henderson in 
2017,” says Matthew Tissiman.

“I look forward to making a positive contribution, 
giving back to Christ Church and working with the 
student leadership team. I intend to be a leader 
who can communicate and engage with boys of 
all ages and interests, to help motivate and support 
them on their journey through Christ Church.”

Principal Alan Jones congratulated the newly 
appointed leaders during induction and 
commented that “Leadership is more than holding 
an office or having a badge. It is about earning the 
respect of your community and focusing on a well 
communicated common goal. Leadership is an 
important part of your all-round education at Christ 
Church because one day you will all be leaders.”

Mothers and sons share 
magical moment  

There was a wonderful turn out to our Mothers and Sons ‘Time 
and Space’ event held in October as close to 200 attendees 
gathered to discuss times of transition in our boys’ lives.

Hosted by The Wynne Centre for Boys’ Health and Wellbeing and the 
Centre for Ethics, the event was facilitated by Bill Jennings, creator 
and founder of ‘Time & Space.’ Bill led discussions on how times of 
transition can be major events in a boy’s life, bringing challenges, joys 
and a roller coaster of emotions for mothers and sons.

“This event offered a unique opportunity for mothers/female mentors 
and their sons in Year 7 to reflect on their important relationship. 
This combined with the opportunity for carefully guided interactions 
with other mums and their boys was invaluable and will spark further 
discussion moving forward. We feel this is a significant benefit to the 
Christ Church community,” says Liam Casson, Director of The Wynne 
Centre for Boys’ Health and Wellbeing.

The event concluded with a magical moment for mothers and sons, 
as they shared treasures they had brought to the workshop including 
teddies, baby books and childhood drawings. This spurred some tears, 
conversation and a lot of laughter, making it a special time for all who 
participated.
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Senior School 
Remembrance Day 
commemoration
Grandparents and grandfriends of boys from our 
Senior School gathered in great numbers to join our 
commemoration for Remembrance Day, honouring  
past servicemen and Christ Church old boys who  
have sacrificed their lives during war.

 
.

The AdVenture of  
a lifetime
Our Year 10 cohort set off on their highly anticipated 
Venture in November, comprising a 11-day journey 
in small groups with two staff, through the bushland, 
majestic forests and coastal settings of the Walpole-
Nornalup National Park.

The experience included the boys trekking through bushland, 
forest and coastal tracks from Pemberton to Denmark, the 
Bibbulmun Track, canoeing down the Shannon, Deep and 
Frankland Rivers, rafting across Nornalup and Broke Inlets, and 
experiencing the picturesque forests, beaches, and waterways 
of Western Australia’s south coast region.

Director of Activities Mr Neil Saggers said, “This was our 27th 
year of Venture including several new additions. This included 
community service work in conjunction with the Department 
of Parks and Wildlife.”

“The boys prepared well and worked effectively in small teams 
to overcome issues in the simpler realms of the bush; they also 
had plenty of time for enjoyment and reflection.”

Venture is a rite of passage for Year 10 boys and offers a lifelong 
learning experience filled with unique memories. Boys who 
take part experience real challenges and utilise problem-
solving skills to adapt to unexpected and adventurous 
situations along the journey.
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The service was officially opened by two of our cadets, 
marching into the Chapel with the Australian flag in arm and 
remaining on stage for the duration of the service.

Vice Captain of School, Marc Boyatzis read out the first poem 
titled The Young Men, written by Fay Zwicky (1933 to 2017). 
This followed with A hero remembered, an excerpt of an article 
written by Christ Church old boy and highly decorated bomber 
pilot John Utting (’38), read by Captain of School, Matthew 
Tissiman.

Special guests Tom Nattrass (OBA President) and Karen 
McQuillan (President of the Parents’ Association) formed part of 
the official party laying wreaths on stage as a tribute to those 
who served wartime.

The Ode was read by Year 6 Captain James van Dongen before 
The Last Post was performed to formally conclude the service.

To conclude the morning, all grandparents and grandfriends 
were invited to Sandover Dining Hall for morning tea.
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Over three tonnes of 
rescued food feeding 
Perth’s disadvantaged
Last term our Year 10 ENCOMM (Environment and Community 
Service) boys and other student volunteers were presented with 
certificates of appreciation by Food Rescue UnitingCare West.

The boys were formally recognised for their support of the charity’s food 
rescue efforts through saving and sorting excess food items (from local 
supermarkets) for re-distribution to charities around Perth. Boxes of food 
are delivered to the School each week by UnitingCare West, and then the 
ENCOMM team commenced their Food Rescue activities.

“In 2017 the boys saved over 3000kg of food through Food Rescue. Excess 
or nearly dated food items which could have ended up at the tip are now 
feeding people in need all around Perth,” says Food Rescue Coordinator and 
Geography teacher, Ms Jane Shannon.

Food Rescue is a UnitingCare West program feeding disadvantaged people 
in Western Australia and aims to alleviate hunger by rescuing perishable, 
fresh and nutritious food from cafes, caterers, supermarkets and wholesalers. 
The program assists 81different charities with a variety of people in need 
including people experiencing homelessness, women and children in 
crisis, vulnerable young people, Indigenous communities, elderly people, 
refugees, new arrivals and low income families.

The Arts

The Lab Rat
The Midnite Youth Theatre Company
15 to 17 February 7.30pm
17 February 4.00pm
Drama Centre, Christ Church Grammar School
Book here

The Centre for Ethics
Deep River
Frank Sheehan
6 March 7.30pm
RSVP: 9442 1705

Service to the Crown
Sir William Heseltine
8 March 7.30pm
RSVP: 9442 1705

Luther and the Reformation
Rose Quok
9 April 7.30pm
RSVP: 9442 1705
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https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=321454

