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Dear Queenslea Club members

Welcome to this term’s edition of the Queenslea Club Quarterly.

The School celebrated its 107th birthday in February, commemorating its foundation 

with over 1650 boys and staff gathering in the school gym. This special occasion 

included a ceremonial walk with the ‘Torch of Learning’ from Christ Church Claremont 

to the gym. The ‘Torch of Learning’ was created during the School’s centenary year as a 

symbol of our motto ‘God is our leader, learning is our light’.

Surf Life Saving and Bronze Medallion training is an offering that our boys can pursue 

when in Years 10 to 12, and this term the training proved invaluable when the quick 

thinking of Year 11 student, Stanley McFarlane, saved the life of a member of the 

community due to his proficiency in CPR. More about this amazing story in this 

publication.

Throughout the year there are many occasions that bring our current and past 

students together and on 27 April there will be a wonderful celebration as the Old Boys’ 

Association gift a bronze war memorial to the School in recognition of their centenary. 

The ceremony will be attended by the whole school and our Army Cadets with special 

guest and old boy, Lieutenant Colonel Ben Passmore of the Royal Australian Army 

joining us from Canberra.

Students from our Year 11 and 12 Visual Arts course spent two stimulating days at Curtin 

University’s School of Art and Design for the annual Art Camp during Term 1. The Art 

Camp is an integral part of our Visual Arts course and across the two days, boys received 

guidance and tuition from some of the State’s leading art educators and artists.

Recently the School announced its plans to open an Early Learning Centre (ELC) in 2019. 

This extension of our current educational offering will be part of the new Preparatory 

School build which will commence in the middle of 2017.  Our current Prep School, 

built in the 1980s for a student population of around 250, is now spread across many 

buildings and with more than 600 students we are looking forward to our new building. 

The new Prep School will consolidate all classrooms under one roof, providing a unique 

form of engagement specifically designed for boys. I look forward to sharing updates on 

its development with you in this year’s QC publications.

Kind regards

Alan Jones

Principal
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The Queenslea Club is for friends of Christ Church Grammar School who wish to maintain a connection to the School.  
To join, contact the School on (08) 9442 1555 or at info@ccgs.wa.edu.au

Over 1600 boys and staff gathered on  
23 February to commemorate the 
School’s foundation and 107th birthday. 
The special occasion included a 
ceremonial walk with the ‘Torch of 
Learning’ from Christ Church Claremont 
to the school gym.
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The Mask You  
Live In
Our Year 10 boys were invited to a screening 
of the US documentary The Mask You Live In 
which follows boys and young men as they 
struggle to stay true to themselves while 
negotiating society’s narrow definition of 
masculinity.

The screening was held as part of the School’s 
Personal and Spiritual Development (PSD) 
curriculum. The School believes that the content 
and challenging questions portrayed in this film are 
relevant and appropriate in encouraging all young 
men to be true to themselves, in light of potential 
obstacles they may face throughout life.

“This documentary is quite profound and 
challenges society’s narrow definition of 
masculinity. It has been an absolute privilege to 
see this initiate some critical thinking, awareness, 
discussion and action around what it is to be a 
‘good man’ in today’s world” says Liam Casson, 
Director for The Wynne Centre for Boys’ Health and 
Wellbeing.

Christ Church will be hosting a community 
screening of The Mask You Live In on Wednesday 17 
May in the Senior Staffroom. Further details on  
the screening will be communicated through  
CCGS World and the CCGS Facebook page.

Stanley is a life-saver 
thanks to CPR skills 

Year 11 student Stanley McFarlane has been hailed a hero after 
saving the life of a public citizen on Queenslea Drive.

On Monday 27 February, Stanley was waiting at the drop-off zone 
and noticed a person on the ground motionless. Stanley realised 
something was wrong and went to the immediate aid of the lady 
who was not breathing. Having trained in all aspects of CPR, Stanley 
was able to administer CPR and bring the lady around to a conscious 
state before she was taken away by ambulance.

“CPR is something that you train for and never really think you will 
perform, but knowing how to do it was amazing in this situation. I 
am grateful for the training I received at Christ Church Surf Life Saving 
Cadets, run by Ms Allison Gould. This taught me how to stay calm and 
respond to the situation. It is great knowing that this training helped 
me save a life and I encourage everyone to learn CPR as it could mean 
the difference between the life and death of someone you know or 
love”, said Stanley.

In Australia, around 30,000 people suffer a sudden cardiac arrest each 
year. On average, only 10% of these people survive. These are the 
lucky few.

This year boys in Years 11 and 12 have the opportunity to 
participate in a First Aid Cadetship Program offered through St John 
Ambulance WA, thanks to old boy Thomas Drake-Brockman (2011) 
who introduced the program to the School. Additionally, all Year 
10 students participate in the Bronze Medallion Royal Life Saving 
Award which is conducted as part of the School’s Physical Education 
program, focusing on water safety and rescue techniques plus CPR. 
Over 90% of the 2016 cohort successfully completed this nationally 
recognised award.
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The screening was held as 
part of the School’s Personal 
and Spiritual Development 
(PSD) curriculum. 
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Art Camp 2017
Students from our Year 11 and 12 Visual Arts course spent 
two stimulating days at Curtin University’s School of Art 
and Design for the annual Art Camp, participating in a 
series of practical workshops as well as an art history 
session and gallery visit to view the current Festival of 
Perth exhibitions.

The Art Camp is an integral part of our Visual Arts course and 
across the two days boys received guidance and tuition from 
some of the State’s leading arts educators and artists.

“The Curtin Art Camp provided an excellent immersion 
experience for our Visual Arts students. Being exposed to a wide 
range of mediums significantly assisted me to find inspiration for 
future projects” said Tom McQuillan, Year 11 Visual Arts student. 
Fellow student Akio Ho, Year 11, said “This unique opportunity 
to get into ‘the zone’ and work on creating art for a full two days 
was exciting and enjoyable. We were able to try a number of 
new experiences we hadn’t explored in class, such as life drawing 
and contemporary sculptures.”

The themes presented at this year’s camp were ‘Out There – My 
Backyard’ and ‘Modes of Spectacle – Rehearsal, Performance and 
Reception.’

Curtin University is one of Western Australia’s longest established 
art institutions with an esteemed alumni of artists, educators 
and industry professionals working in WA, interstate and 
internationally.

Solving real-world 
problems using robots
Each year, the School sends a team of students to 
compete in the Rescue division of the RoboCup, an 
annual international robotics competition with teams 
ranging from high school to post-graduate university 
level competing from all over the world.

Involved in the competition are members from the School’s 
Robotics Club, comprised of student engineers and 
programmers who work collectively on solving real-world 
problems using robots. Members have the opportunity to 
take on a broad range of technical challenges, making it 
easy for them to find something that plays to their individual 
strengths whilst also building expertise in areas they might 
not have otherwise explored. One of their main areas of focus 
is developing mobile and intelligent robots to assist first 
responders in disaster and rescue situations.

Contestants in the RoboCup competition are rewarded for 
entering robots with unique capabilities. This encourages the 
students to engage their creative thinking abilities and develop 
solutions to problems that may not have been considered by 
other teams. The competitive and open-ended nature of this 
challenge is a powerful source of motivation for the boys, so is 
the fact that they are working on many of the same challenges 
as university and post-graduate teams.

“As always, the boys have shown incredible dedication and 
determination in their preparations. They’re all extremely 
excited about this year’s event and can’t wait to once again 
showcase their hard work on the international stage”, says 
Computer Science Teacher, Mr Graham Nolan.

This year’s RoboCup competition is being held in Nagoya, 
Japan from 27 to 31 July.

.
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Dates to diarise

Telephone  (08) 9442 1555
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Queenslea Drive, Claremont WA 6010
PO Box 399, Claremont WA 6910

Running for SIDS
Ninety members of our boarding community took part in the 6th 
SIDS and Kids Sunshine Beach Run, an annual event aimed at 
raising much needed funds and awareness of Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome (SIDS).

Open to participants of all ages and abilities, Christ Church was recognised 
for having the ‘highest participation’ amongst all schools and was awarded 
a trophy which is proudly on display in our boarding house. Through the 
support of the boarding community Christ Church was able to raise over 
$2000 for the cause.

Tom Jones (Year 11) finished third in 
the 5km run in an impressive time of 24 
minutes along with Charlie Stevenson 
(Year 8) who was the first Knutsford boy 
to cross the finish line.

“It was wonderful to have so many boys 
and staff involved in a community event 
to support a very worthwhile cause”, 
said Director of Walters Residential 
Community, Brad Downing.

The SIDS and Kids Sunshine Beach Run 
was established in 2012 by West Coast 
Eagles physiotherapist Chris Perkins after 
the tragic loss of his stillborn son Jake 
and his wife Cindy in 2009.

The Arts
Stories from Suburban Road
The Midnite Youth Theatre Company
10 to 13 May 7.30pm
Drama Centre, Christ Church Grammar School
Book here

The Centre for Ethics
Magic Moments
Pele Reeve
28 April 1.30pm
Chapel

Other events
Celebrating P.D. Naish
Frank Sheehan
4 May 9.00am
Chapel

Food for thought 
Richard Pengelley
18 May 9.00am
Chapel

Ethics Book Club 
Frank Sheehan
22 June 7.30pm
RSVP: 9442 1705 
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It was wonderful to 
have so many boys 
and staff involved 
in a community 
event to support 
a very worthwhile 
cause. 

http://midnite.ccgs.wa.edu.au/portfolio_page/stories/



