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FROM THE PRESIDENT

I’m very excited and honoured to have 
been elected as the President of the 
Old Boys’ Association at the 100th 
Annual General Meeting held  
on Thursday 26 October.

As we near the end of our successful 
centenary year we look to 2018 and 
beyond where the committee has plans 
to grow many of our existing services as 
well as focusing on new initiatives. 

I am most fortunate to have a motivated 
committee which is eager to implement 
positive action for our members and 
our school while maintaining the strong 
traditions and values that have guided 
our association over the last one 
hundred years. We welcome two new 
committee members to the team: Chris 
Shenton (‘83) and Peter Wallace (‘00). 
Matt Caddy (‘03) will continue as Vice 
President and is joined in that role by 
James Balfour (‘02).

I want to sincerely thank David Payne 
(‘78) for his tireless work and dedication 
to the Association, not just over the 
last two years as President - during 
an unusually busy period of centenary 
activity - but also the preceding nine 
years as an active committee member. 

Finally, I encourage you all to take 
advantage of your OBA membership and 
the many benefits and events it offers 
to old boys.

Tom Nattrass (’93)
President, Old Boys’ Association 

Legends  
amongst us 

At a special school assembly 
three old boys were recognised as 
‘legends’ and their story of success 
portrayed in graphic artwork, gifted 
to the School to inspire current 
students.  

Mr Irwin Lewis (‘56), Dr Alan Eggleston 
(‘59) and Professor Peter Edwards 
AM (’61) were formally recognised 
as leaders in their respective fields 
and acknowledged for their personal, 
community and career achievements. 
Friends, family, students and staff 
joined a standing ovation during the 
Chapel proceedings to honour those 
who have achieved so much since 
leaving Christ Church.

These gentlemen join a collection of 
13 previously celebrated legends, 
selected by the Old Boys’ Association, 
whose diverse talents are reflected in 
poster format - designed by Paul Drok 
(’69) - to inspire boys.

The legend collection is displayed in 
the Madin Gallery and can be viewed 
by appointment. Please call the 
Alumni Office on 9442 1528 or email 
oldboys@ccgs.wa.edu.au. 

A word of advice 
Reid Turner (’08), Aiden Albert (’12), 
Andrew Dodd (’06) and Jack Nasi (’12) 
joined a group of Year 12 students to 
share advice and encouragement prior to 
the boys leaving Christ Church.  
 
Among the important messages delivered 
were, “Keep your friends close, don’t be 

afraid to fail, obtain practical experience, 
call on the people you know to support 
you and be the person you want to be by 
pursuing your interests.” Thanks to our old 
boys for their words of wisdom. 
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GOODBYE,  
BUT NOT FOR LONG

Captain of School, Ollie Henderson, 
shared these parting words on 
behalf of the 2017 Year 12 cohort on 
their final day:

“Today is a day of celebration, where 
we can reflect on our time at Christ 
Church. The mostly fond memories, 
good times and lifelong friendships 
made.”

“We also approach today with a sense 
of sadness as we say goodbye to the 
School that has been such a big part 
of our lives for so long. However, the 
overriding emotion today is one of 
excitement as we look forward to our 
futures beyond the School that has 
nurtured us and provided so many 
great opportunities.”

 “A common question I get asked 
is ‘What makes Christ Church so 
special?’ My answer varies, but 
nearly always the response relates 
to opportunity, diversity, and a caring 
environment for all boys, no matter 
what their background. Christ Church 
is so much more than the buildings 
you see around you. Our culture is one 
of acceptance, developed over 107 
years, now displayed in the incredible 
unity of our year groups – this Year 12 
group is a good example. This culture 
of working together and excellence, 
has inspired our boys academically, in 
the Arts, and in the sporting arena.”

On a perfect spring evening in October, 
52 old boys and three former teachers 
gathered at Cottesloe Golf Club for an 
evening of hilarity, reminiscences, fine 
food and wine to celebrate the 50-year 
reunion of the Class of ’67.

Many had taken the opportunity of a 
school tour earlier in the afternoon and 
were greatly impressed. Progress is now 
evident on the construction of the new 
Prep School on the upper oval.

Whilst drinks and finger food were served 
in the Terrace Room overlooking the city 
and ocean sunset, we were updated by 
Principal Alan Jones on issues facing 
the School and strategies for the future. 
We were left with the impression that 
the School is in good shape and there 
are plans in place to deal with future 
contingencies.

After a group photo it was into the dining 
room for main course. At each place 

setting was a commemorative pin from 
Christ Church signifying entry to the 50 
Club, a booklet containing photos from 
the Mitre, and school day reminiscences 
from a number of old boys. Several old 
boys recounted intervention by teachers 
or other experiences which provided a 
significant positive outcome. 

Mack Hall, in fine form, conducted a roll call 
where each old boy was asked to stand 
up whilst Mack delivered a quip often 
pointing to that individual’s shortcomings 
- hilarious!

After dinner, Mack introduced Geoff Potter 
to read out the apologies and vale and 
Rob Campbell, who gave stirring address 
culminating in a toast to the School. A 
great night and a positive experience for all 
those who attended.

Peter Harley (’67)

50 YEARS ON… 

Rachel Roscoe joined the Alumni Office as Assistant earlier this 
year and has been a sensational support to Deb Hill, the OBA and 
numerous reunion groups that have called on her expertise. Rachel 
comes from an event management background in the pharmaceutical 
and luxury goods industry. Aside from working at Christ Church, 
Rachel has a passion for photography and runs a portrait photography 
business. Rachel can be found in the Old Boys’ office each Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. Welcome Rachel, great to have you on board!
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An example of the great bonds between 
classmates recently took place when 
a couple of old boys from Queensland 
made it known that they were visiting 
Perth and wanted to catch up. In 
response to Andrew Barrett’s invitation, 
24 old boys gathered at Scarborough 
Sportsmen’s Club for a sundowner and 
a wonderful night of reminiscing. Taking 
advantage of the rare gathering, the 
boys proposed a toast to their seven 
departed mates including Andrew Mills. 
By a lucky coincidence, Andrew’s 10 
year old son, Henry, witnessed the toast 
and was wrapped that his father had 
been remembered.

At the OBA Businessmen’s Lunch held 
in 2016, Trevor Badger spoke on Co-
operative Bulk Handling (CBH) and their 
futuristic view of where the modern 
economy is going. Trevor has been 
advocating the innovative technology 
of Blockchain as a trading platform to 
replace traditional ledgers.

“Last month we enacted our first trade 
which is only the third trade conducted so 
far in Australia. Blue Lake Milling, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of CBH received a truck 
load of oats from a grower, sampled the 

oats, agreed upon a quality, price and 
weight, and then offloaded the truck
at the mill, all on a distributed ledger 
called Agridata. All the information is 
automatically logged when participants 
agree and cannot be changed or 
corrupted.”

“This is a time and labour saving, replacing 
human inputs and double data entries 
that often occur across the receival 
process. CBH is continuing to pursue the 
technology in an effort to reduce costs  
of transacting.” 

Trevor Badger (’83)

AGRIBUSINESS  
THE FUTURE OF MODERN ECONOMY

CLASS OF ’82 

REFLECTIONS  
OF WINNING 50  
YEARS AGO
The First VIII were an experienced 
crew, many of whom had rowed 
together the previous year in the 
Second VIII. 

Coached by the incredible Don Fraser, 
in January the crew (in fours) began 
training at their ‘rowing camp’ based 
at the Peel Inlet in Mandurah – staying 
with Jon Meyer’s parents in Miami – 
what heroes they were! The rowing 
was good and the team building the 
stuff of legends! 

Those who were boarders had the 
great privilege, as members of the 
First VIII, of an exclusive table in the 
boarders’ dining room with ‘special 
food!’ However, only a fortnight 
before the race Don Fraser berated 
us as a bunch of monkeys running up 
and down a pole, focussing our minds 
with plenty of inner searching and 
greater effort and concentration.

On race day the water was choppy. 
The crew each had a pre-race 
massage at Royal Perth Yacht Club 
and the only memory of the race was 
of the boat planing – which none of us 
had experienced before – it requires 
perfect harmony and coordination. 

We were aware of the rising noise as 
we approached the Swan Brewery 
with a long line of supporters’ boats 
in view along the course. After 
the finish we looked up to see the 
crowded banks and people on Mount 
Elisa – and then the reality hit that we 
had won! We take that feeling with us 
for all our life.

Dick Porter (’67)



Jason Chu (’16) caught up with six of our 
Year 10 and 11 students who qualified for 
the Programming Competition grand final 
held at the University of New South Wales 
in September. Jason is studying his first 
year of Computer Science at UNSW.

Riley Skevington (’10) was winner 
of the 2017 Kendall National Violin 
Competition and awarded prizes for the 
Best Performance of a work by J.S. Bach, 
Best Performance of a Sonata and the 
Audience Choice Award. Bravo, Riley!

James Dunn (’97) is rocking Claremont 
with a new business that combines 
exercise, music and special ambiance 
to create a revolutionary fitness option 
called Bike Bar. Follow his success at 
www.bikebar.fit

Andrew Haslam (’77) has over 30 years 
of mining experience in operational and 
senior executive positions and currently 
contributes to the industry through 
directorships, mentoring and consultancy. 

Anthony Plassis (’76) hosted the regular 
class gathering at his restaurant, Siena’s 
in Leederville in September. Future 
gatherings are planned for the second 
Friday of March and September and old 
boys are encouraged to come hungry  
and thirsty.

Twenty year ago Marshall Willan (’69) 
commenced performing in musical 
theatre and community choirs. He 
currently sings in the Perth Male Voice 
Choir and has been invited to perform 
at Royal Albert Hall next year. Marshall 
extends his congratulations to Christ 
Church for the foresight of offering a 
vocal scholarship in 2018 and shares the 
following reflection:

“I like to observe from a distance the 
progress of Christ Church within the 
community. Whilst not a ‘star’ pupil 
with distinctions and scholarships at 
every corner, I was an average student 
who succeeded at school and I like to 
believe afterwards in life. Much of this 
was through sheer application and the 
necessary self discipline I attribute to 
my education at Christ Church. Amongst 
others, three people of note who I owe 
much to but I regret never being able to 
personally thank were the Headmaster, 
Peter Moyes, his deputy Alan Blackwood 
and of course the inimitable legend, Akos 
Kovacs.”

Richard Parry (’69) won the national AFL 
tipping competition offered through the 
Old Boys’ website and extended to alumni 
groups nationally. Richard is now the 
proud owner of a new 55” Full HD Smart 
TV! 

Bill Watson (’45) is the oldest national 
title competitor in motocross in Australia 
(at 89 years of age) and placed 3rd in 
the Australian Super Senior Vintage 
competition in Port Pirie, South Australia 
this year after driving across from Perth. 
Rebecca Watson greatly admires her 
grandfather, saying, “Grandad’s favourite 
stories to tell (besides motocross 
associated ones!) are of his school years 
at Christ Church during the war. I have 
heard them so many times that I hope I 
will never forget them. Thank you so much 
for the opportunity for him to share these 
stories though the newsletter, I know it 
means so much to him.”

Jason Chu Riley Skevington Bill Watson Andrew Haslam
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For more than 20 years, the Centre for Ethics at Christ 
Church Grammar School has been engaged in conversation 
with the world beyond the School. 

The Centre has welcomed speakers from a wide variety of 
backgrounds: philosophers, theologians, members of parliament, 
novelists, poets, educators, leaders who model an ethical way 
of life (some famous, others not), those who work actively 
to change the world, and those who place more emphasis on 
reflection. 

This year guest speakers have included Emeritus Professor 
of English at UWA, Dennis Haskell; renowned psychologist 
and author, Andrew Fuller; Tim Costello speaking on global 
perspectives of inequality and poverty; priest and scientist, Chris 
Mulherin, along with many others. Old boys are welcome to join 
these enlightening and thought-provoking events and receive the 
Centre for Ethics newsletter. For further information click here  
or contact Teresa Scott at tscott@ccgs.wa.edu.au.

CENTRE FOR ETHICS

REUNION 2018 - 
WATCH THIS SPACE!
The cohorts of 2008, 1998, 1988, 
1978 and 1968 will celebrate their 
respective 10 year reunions in 2018. 
Please visit the Old Boys website at 
oldboys.ccgs.wa.edu.au for further 
information and regular updates. 

MEMBER UPDATES

oldboys.ccgs.wa.edu.au
www.ccgs.wa.edu.au/learning-at-christ-church/centres/centre-for-ethics
https://www.bikebar.fit



