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1. Current Significant Issues 

The Archbishop     (for noting) 
On 10 October, the Archbishop, Roger Herft, decided to voluntarily stand aside from his role, 
function and duties as Archbishop of Perth and Metropolitan of Western Australia with immediate 
effect. This will allow him to focus his attention on the Royal Commission’s ongoing inquiry into 
the Diocese of Newcastle. Bishop Kate has been appointed Administrator of the Diocese with full 
authority, with Bishop Jeremy and Archdeacons Braden Short, Lionel Snell, Kathy Barrett-Lennard, 
Onesimo Yugusuk and Mandy Herriman assisting in the task. The CCGS community will continue 
to support Roger and the Diocese of Perth. 

2. Update on Strategic Plan Implementation 

PESA National Conference    (for noting) 
CCGS is being considered as a possible host for the Positive Education Schools Association (PESA) 
National Conference in 2018. This is as a result of our connection and reputation within the local 
and national community.  
 
Staffing  (for noting) 
As a new initiative, we will be advertising for a Co-ordinator for the Centre for Excellence in the 
Prep School. This is in line with what is already established in the Senior School.  
Due to the appointment of Michael Ralph as our Indigenous Co-ordinator, we will be looking to 
cover some of his counselling work with a part-time counsellor. This will be an increase to staffing 
due to the health and wellbeing needs of our students. 
 
Sports Strategic Plan  (for noting) 
Under the direction of Mark Morrissy, the Sports Department is looking strategically at future 
resource requirements. These include staffing and utilisation of playing fields. One outcome is to 
look at the shortfall of facilities we will have in the years to come. 

3. Major Key Performance Indicators 

MMG Survey             (for noting) 
The results from the MMG Survey have now been released. The results show a very positive 
reflection of the School and will be presented to Council at the next meeting, 13 December. 

4. Matters for Noting 

Staffing     (for noting) 
Appointments 

 Edward Hogg: Head of Science, Term 2 2017 

 Alyssha Sprunt: English Teacher, P/T Semester 1 2017 

 Clare Macfarlane: English Teacher, P/T ongoing for 2017 

 Claudia Feldman: Head of House – Craigie 

 Jessica Rodgers: Senior School PMC Education Assistant, F/T 2017 

 Rhiannon Hodgson: Acting Head of Music Department, Term 1 2017 
 

Humanities Department – Assistant Head of Department 

 Jasmine Head – Year 7/8 

 Vanessa Badaraco – Year 9/10 

 Lloyd Haskett – Year 11/12 
 

Associate to the Centre for Pedagogy – Digital Content Curator & Enabler 2017 

 Sam Wallace – Humanities  

 Katie Williams – Science  
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 Spencer Davis – English  
  
Resignations 

 Patrick Lawrence: Systems Engineer – 11 November 2016 

 Daniel Santos: English Department – December 2016 

 Brendon Noble: Assistant Director of Sport (stepped down) – December 2016 

 Maria Hodges: Director of Pastoral Care, Planning and Co-curricular – December 2016 

 Megan Walsh: Preparatory classroom teacher – December 2016 

 Elisabeth Gerber: Languages teacher – December 2016 

 Jane London: Preparatory classroom teacher – December 2016 

 Peta Sawyer: Library Technician – April 2017 
 
School funding                 (for noting) 
The private and Catholic education sectors have hit back against repeated claims that some of 
their elite schools are receiving unfair amounts of taxpayer funding under the Gonski model. The 
two groups have been forced on the defensive after Federal Education Minister Simon 
Birmingham's recent comments that some wealthy private schools were "overfunded'' shattered 
the truce in the decades-old sectarian battle between public and private education funding. The 
Independent Schools Council of Australia has released exclusive modelling showing that when 
private schools in each state are lumped together and treated as a system - instead of the current 
arrangements, where funding goes to individual schools - the system on average is technically 
underfunded. "The only reason independent schools are being held up as 'overfunded' is because 
they are standalone schools and not part of a school system,'' Council Executive Director Colette 
Colman said. Her comments came as Catholic schools fought back from media reports claiming 
some schools received too much public funding. As one of the country’s lowest funded school’s, 
we only receive 17 percent of our operating income from state and federal government recurrent 
funding. The remaining 83 percent comes from school fees. I will continue to work with the 
Independent Schools Council of Australia (ICSA) and the Association of Heads of Independent 
Schools of Australia (AHISA) who speak on behalf of school Principals to governments, 
parliamentarians and senators on matters such as funding. 
 
International students                (for noting) 
International education and multiculturalism have fed off each other in a virtuous cycle, each 
reinforcing the other and galvanising Australia’s biggest service export industry. A new survey has 
identified multiculturalism among the top three factors influencing students’ choice of where to 
base themselves. While proximity to educational institutions was the prime consideration, cultural 
diversity also ranks highly — particularly among those headed for Sydney — while safety was a 
key motivator for students choosing Adelaide and Canberra.  
 
International student numbers grow                (for noting) 
Federal Education Department data, released recently at the Australian International Education 
Conference, revealed that international student numbers have grown by 11 per cent since last 
year. Steve Nerlich, Director of the Education Department’s International Research and Analysis 
Unit, said there are 567,756 international students studying in Australia – 45 per cent are enrolled 
in universities.  
 
New public high school in western suburbs               (for noting) 
A new public high school will begin operating in Perth's western suburbs by 2020 to ease growing 
enrolment pressure on existing facilities in the area. Education Minister Peter Collier said $84 
million would be spent upgrading the site of the former City Beach High School. The new college 
will take 250 Year 7 students in 2020 and be equipped to cater for 1,600 children across the high 
school years by 2025. 
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Valedictory       (for noting) 
The Valedictory Assembly, Chapel Service and Dinner on Tuesday 25 October went extremely well 
with plenty of positive community feedback. This is a credit to the wonderful class of 2016. 
 
St John’s Wood      (for noting) 
Grass has been laid on the banks, verges and perimeter of the playing fields and the planting of 
turf plugs has started on the main ovals.  
 
Presbyterian Ladies' College      (for noting) 
From the beginning of next year PLC will replace the MYP framework with their own inquiry-based 
learning model for Years 7 to 10. They will continue to teach the National Curriculum and will 
introduce improved measuring, monitoring and reporting of academic growth and development. 
All Year 6 students will be part of the PYP from 2017. They will continue to offer both the WACE 
and IB Diploma Program for Years 11 and 12. Also in 2017, their Middle and Senior Schools will 
become one, and year groups will be paired with program developed for Years 7 & 8, 9 & 10 and 11 
& 12. 
 
Synod  (for noting) 
I attended Synod on 28 to 30 October with David Rose and Father Frank Sheehan. The CCGS Synod 
report was submitted and no objections were put forward. 
 
Old Boys’ Committee  (for noting) 
The OBA held their AGM on Thursday 27 October and elected the following Office Bearers and 
Committee Members.  
 

 David Payne (President) 

 Matt Caddy (Vice President) 

 Tom Nattrass (Vice President) 

 Steve Ledger (Treasurer) 

 James Balfour (Secretary) 

 Trevor Badger (Country Rep) 

 Toby Browne-Cooper 

 Adam Collins 

 Alex Dunbar 

 Andrew Baird 

 Simon Howard 

 David Kyle 

 Charles Moorman 
 
Richard O’Halloran     (for noting) 
Old Boy, Richard O’Halloran (2009), has been awarded this year’s WA Rhodes Scholarship. Richard 
will take up his two year scholarship at Oxford University next September. I have rung Richard and 
also sent him a card to congratulate him on behalf of the CCGS community. 
 


























