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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 

Since the last meeting I have had the pleasure of convening the Anglican Schools Australia’s 
annual conference.  This year the conference was entitled ‘Mining the Soul’.  Approximately 
200 delegates were engaged and Christ Church played a major part.  Canon Reverend 
Richard Pengelley led two sessions, one of which saw students from Anglican Schools 
across WA reflect on their spiritual journey at school.  Rhiannon Taylor, a member of our 
music department teaching team brought together a combined WAASA choir that 
performed at the Cathedral.  This was a triumph both for Rhiannon and the conference as it 
reflected her talents and what can be achieved when any eclectic group work together.   
 
Major School events in the last month have been various.  Most significant has been the 
wonderful performance of Henry IV at the State Theatre.  Directed by Kalika Duck and 
overseen by the new Artistic Director of the Midnite Youth Theatre Company, Greg Jones, 
the show was an exceptional reflection of our boy’s talents, with over 40 engaged from Years 
10 through 12.  This performance was achieved amidst the difficulties of the storm damage 
to the Drama Centre.   
 
Winter Sport seasons in both the Preparatory and Senior Schools concluded late August.  In 
both parts of the school our performance reflected very well on the engagement of boys and 
staff.  When one adds our sailing and surfing success and our victory in PSA chess to our 
second rank in first competitions through winter, it has been a very successful phase.  
Particular congratulations should go to our First XI soccer team who won their competition.   
 
Currently the School is preparing to launch the annual MMG Survey for Years’ 3, 6, 9 and 12 
parents and Years’ 6, 9 ad 12 students. The purpose of this review is to provide insights of the 
views, expectations and satisfaction of parents and students on all key areas of the School at 
key year stages.  It is a significant measure within the current strategic plan. 
 
The next month to six weeks within the School is dominated by staffing movement which 
reflects the time of year combined with finalisation of subject choice and subsequent 
timetable outcomes.   
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STUDENTS 

THE LW PARRY PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
 

Academic 
The School was awarded the first Year 2 ICAS High Distinction this year with Jeremiah Wang 
being awarded in Science.  This is the first year Year 2s have been able to sit the ICAS tests. 
Djimon Jayasundera, Year 6, has been awarded the Medal for Science.  This represents the 
highest score in Western Australia.  Djimon was a scholarship recipient this year.  
 
Planning and Co-curricular 
The annual Prep School Book Week was held in Week 5 with events celebrating books and 
reading held during the week.  Highlighting Book Week was the staff play and costume 
parade on the Wednesday.  The play this year starred the Headmaster as the lead role in an 
impressive performance.  The assembly, play and received many positive accolades from 
parents present.  
 
The Winter Sport programme came to an end with Soccer A and Hockey A finishing the 
season undefeated.  During the penultimate week the annual Father/Son fixtures took place.  
A large number of dads played with and against their sons in Winter Sports.  This day was an 
exceptionally positive day for the community.  
 
The Prep School also has conducted three fundraisers at the beginning of this term.  The 
boys wore red and blue, fundraising for Anglicare’s homelessness assistance.  Stirling House 
has held two fundraisers, one collecting jumpers for the Salvation Army appeal and a 
Lapathon to raise money for the Cambodian Children’s Fund.  
 
SENIOR SCHOOL 
 
Academic 
OLNA help classes have continued with a reasonable rate of attendance-follow up has 
occurred with non-attenders.  Planning is underway and we have secured extra time for 
those with extra time despite administrative hiccup. 
 
Numbers for Year 8 to 12 are firm enabling planning discussion and advertising to take place. 
Currently seeking positions in Maths and Science-Psychology and Physics. 
 
Semester One and Trimester Two (Year 9 and 10 Science and Humanities) electives have 
been successfully uploaded to the Parent Portal. 
 
The Global Competence Aptitude Assessment has been completed through Year 10 
students’ Humanities classes.  
 
Global Perspectives, Year 9/10 Choice and Postcards review working groups have had their 
first meetings and progress is being made in each group. 
 
The way in which diagnostic data is being used by the school is being improved.  Anne 
Angelkovska presented to all teachers about how to use Allwell data.  Monica Mackay is 
reviewing data to identify students who appear to be underperforming. 
 
Matthew Kameron and Brad Hilliard visited Melbourne for Go7 meeting to discuss data 
tracking and analysis.   
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Coding for Year 7 and 8-outline of course has been agreed upon and it will include digital 
citizenship.  Description of course has been drafted and circulated for feedback.  This will be 
included in handbook for parents and students. 
 
Pastoral 
Parent teacher night 
On Monday 18 August parents and boys have the opportunity to meet with their tutor to 
discuss last semester’s report and to revisit the goals set at the beginning of the year.  These 
meetings were an important opportunity for parents, sons and tutors to meet, provide clarity 
and understanding about each other’s expectations and work requirements for the ensuing 
semester.  At this time of the year the focus for boys in Years 10 and 11 is on next year, 
subject selections and leadership opportunities.  For Year 12 boys, who were all informed 
about the TISC process for their online application to the WA universities at their year 12 
luncheon recently, the focus is on the discussion around their preference options both inside 
and outside the school with tutors and parents. 

Year 12 boys are in their final phase for all courses, most of which will be completed in the 
week prior to mock exams.  It is an important time for boys in terms of final assessment, 
review and consolidation for the Mock exam.  It is also a time when there are potentially 
greater stress levels and ensuring a consistent and measured approach with Year 12s by 
academic and pastoral staff is a significant focus. 

Guest 
Jon Doyle visited the school from Canberra to talk with Year 11 and 12 boys during the day 
and parents in the evening earlier in the month, supported by Parents’ Association funding.  
This year all Year 11 boys received his book ‘Bridging the Gap’ which provides eight simple 
ideas to effect change in your life.  Whilst referencing his book Jon provided boys with a 
powerful insight into the young men they are and the men they could become depending 
on the decisions they make in their lives. 
 
Students 
A number of Review meetings were conducted for students and parents in response to on-
going processes associated with boys’ and their progress across academic, pastoral and co-
curricular aspects of their programmes.  There are also a number of families travelling with 
illness and associated issues that are being well managed by pastoral and psychological 
services staff. 

Work on the 2015 enrolments and assigning students to House groups is being completed, 
along with plans for the Orientation Day in November for all new Year 7 boys.  
Implementation of changes with the use of synergetic and the consolidation of 
documentation is underway for HOH for new boys in 2015. 

On-going work on auditing the Social Media Policy for students and staff and evaluating the 
benefits of Netbox Blue software are being conducted during second semester.  

Planning and Co-curricular 
 
General 
This half term has highlighted the breadth of our international relationships. Students and 
staff from Saint-Jean et la Croix School in France where followed by boys from St Paul’s 
College in Hong Kong and Othmarschen Gymnasium in Germany as part of our Beyond 
Queenslea Drive exchange programme. We have also hosted students from Beijing’s Huijia 
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School recently as part of the School’s language exchange. The annual four-week exchange 
gave the Chinese boys time an opportunity to immerse themselves in the School’s 
programme while making connections with their host buddies and other boys. 

Tours 
The Service in Action (SIA) programme of indigenous service trips continues with 24 boys 
and girls from Christ Church and St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School, staff and a parent, travelling 
to Alice Springs. For Mitch Barrington (Year 12) and Owain Chandler (Year 10), returning to 
the Yipirinya School and sharing the experience with others there for the first time was even 
more meaningful. A highlight for the group was a three-day trip to Uluru, Kata Tjuta and 
Kings Canyon, which included talks from Aboriginal elders. 
 
Sport  
The PSA winter sports competitions concluded for Christ Church teams prior to mid-term. 
Soccer was the only team to win their championship, but Badminton and Rugby both came 
second respectively. Cross-country had a successful season, placing third position while 
Hockey and Football have had mixed seasons placing fifth and seventh respectively. 
 
Arts 
Year 11/12 play ‘Henry IV’ directed by Kalika Duck came to the Heath Ledge Theatre in mid -
August. It proved to be a brilliant success over the four performances with amazing costume, 
an innovative set and contemporary choreographing along with stella performances by lead 
cast member and senior boys, Nick Miller, James Weight and Giacomo Groppoli.  

The annual House Shout is certainly becoming a highlight in the Senior School calendar as 
well as a great source of enjoyment and entertainment for both boys and staff. The winning 
House was Craigie and their performance can be viewed on the School’s website. 
http://www.ccgs.wa.edu.au/news/senior-school/music/craigie-rocks-the-house 

Similarly, the exhibition of the House totems, a deviation from the traditional murals, in the 
Chapel forecourt displayed the creative talents of many boys who chose to get involved in 
this year’s theme ‘Charity begins at home’. Each House design team created a positive image 
and message that incorporates their House logo as part of their design for their totem. In a 
very close contest, Romsey was judged as narrow winners from Moyes and Hill.  

Outdoor Education 
The first part of Term 3 saw a Year 9 Outdoor Education programme pilot trialled at 
Kooringal. Two 14 day, overlapping camps, were blessed with reasonable weather and even 
though there were a couple of rainy days, this didn’t deter the boys from engaging in the 
programme of rogaining, ropes course, trekking, canoeing, community service, sustainable 
living practices and the solo experience. The pilot programme was carried out to examine 
the logistics of such a structure and the effect of such a programme on the Kooringal 
resources and how this model might shape future evolution of the Kooringal programme. 
  

http://www.ccgs.wa.edu.au/news/senior-school/music/craigie-rocks-the-house
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STAFF 

The reviews will cover a number of the key aspects of education included in the 2013 review 
and will allow where relevant comparisons to be made on key areas. 
  
In addition, the review identifies attitudes and views that allow monitoring and tracking 
results to previous years as well as feedback on key areas of the 2011-2016 Strategic Plan. 
 
Appointments: 
 
Teaching Staff  
 
Mr Khee Lim has been appointed as the Head of Mathematics, Khee has been acting in this 
position since April 2014. 
 
Resignations: 
Miss Jemma Diedrichs has resigned from her position within the Senior Science 
Department.  Jemma commenced in July 2013 and has been an active contributor at the 
School during her time.   
 
Mrs Lisa Broxton has resigned from her position as Coordinator of Peter Moyes Centre – LW 
Parry Preparatory School.  Lisa originally joined the School in January 2005 and resigned 
from her position after taking maternity leave in August 2008, Lisa recommenced in January 
2012.  
 
Dr Monica Mackay has resigned from her position as Director, Centre of Excellence and part 
time teacher of Chemistry.  Monica has been an exceptional staff member for over 22 years 
and is simply anticipating spending time with her ‘travelling and triathloning husband’. 
 
Support Staff 
 
Appointments: 
Ms Georgy Hadwen BSc (Hons)(LibSci), MLibStudies has been appointed in the Senior 
Library taking on the position of Library Technician.  Georgy recently worked as a Data 
Integrity Analyst at Methodist Ladies College and prior to this has spent many years in 
developing excellence in Library provision.  Georgy is covering a leave of absence.    
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COMMUNITY 

Student achievements 
News stories from the past month include: 
 

 Schools celebrate French Tour 
anniversary 

 Gathers, friends and sons have a 
ball 

 Snowbound students hit the slopes 
 World-class courts, Wimbledon 

among tour highlights 

 Boys experience university-level 
chemistry 

 Funny videos enhance boys’ 
vocabulary 

 Developing purposeful global 
citizens and leaders 

 Experience deepens understanding 
of Indigenous Australia 

 ‘Street’ parade raises $11,000 for 
homeless youth 

 Top of the Hill 

 Talks offer insight, strategies for 
change 

 First XVIII celebrates Indigenous 
round 

 Boys in awe of instant artistry 
 Combined symphony orchestra 

receives highest honour 

 History repeats for top scoring Christ 
Church 

 Adam and Even – a hypothetical 

 Book Week helps boys ‘Connect to 
Reading’ 

 Positive process seals soccer season 
victory 

 Midnite shines at State Theatre 
Centre 

 Craigie rocks the House 

 
Video additions 
This past month has featured two video contributions to the website news stories (Video 
vocabulary initiative and the Senior School House Shout), which have been well received.  It 
is pleasing that the video hosting is brand-neutral and does not feature YouTube or Vimeo 
advertisements.  Subject to resourcing, the Community Relations and ICT teams plan to film 
certain events to add to the news coverage. 
 
Prospectus 
The new prospectus has just arrived and copies are available in Council members’ folders. 
This kit supplements our excellent website presence and ensures we don’t miss making a 
positive impression for those that prefer the substance of printed content.  Each kit includes 
a prospectus booklet and latest edition of the Chronicle (published each January). Director of 
Community Relations Karina O’Meara led this project, with much input from Registrar 
Sarah Gatica-Lara and content from various Executive members.   
 
Parents’ Association 
The Year 10 parent sundowner attracted more than 170 parents who enjoyed coming 
together to hear from Director of Kooringal David Anderson about Venture.  We must thank 
parent Tracy White for her consistent organisation of these well-managed events.  A video of 
David’s presentation has been taken for the access of boarding parents. 
 
This month, the AGMs will be held for both the Parents’ Association and Auxiliary.  I thank all 
office-bearers for their outstanding contributions that have ensured continued positive 
engagement with the parent groups. 
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Parents’ Auxiliary 
The annual fashion parade event ‘Passion for Fashion’, went very well, with more than 150 
attendees and raised more than $11,000 for Anglicare’s Street Connect. The auxiliary 
committee did a wonderful job organising the event, and after many successful years there is 
consideration of developing a new type of event in 2015. 
 
Old Boys’ Association 
This month the ‘captains’ of the class of 1977 held a dinner in honour of Luke Holland, with 
more than 32 alumni in attendance.   
 
In the past month there has been considerable progress in development of the new OBA 
website and engagement platform, using Potentiality.  The Alumni team of Andrew Baird 
and Dianne Bain, as well as Karina O’Meara have shaped the presentation and content 
considerably. 
 
Gender equality issues with MLC 
Further to my last report, the hypothetical event, called ‘Adam and Even’ with Year 11 
students of both MLC and CCGS went very well.  Four students, two teachers, Rebecca Cody 
and I formed a panel guided by a professional facilitator, Elisa Williams from Strictly 
Hypotheticals.   
 
The feedback from boys has been positive, and while we have an ‘embarrassment of riches’ 
in access to engaging and thought-provoking teachers, I think this different format to 
explore an issue was very engaging.   
 
 


