
Newsletter

Volume 88   |   Term 1, 2018

THE WRESTLING MATCH OF FAITH
The American film director Martin Scorsese 
has an abiding fascination with religious 
figures whose faith is like some sort of 
wrestling match. Three of his films develop 
this theme: The Last Temptation of Christ, 
Kundun and Silence, a historical period 
drama based on the novel of the same 
name written by Japanese author Shusaku 
Endo. Silence was published in 1966.

STRONG RELIGIOUS CONTENT
In a recent interview, Scorsese refers to 
the “very, very strong religious content” in 
his early film Mean Streets. In hindsight, 
he is also conscious of the spiritual 
preoccupations he brought to Taxi Driver 
and then Raging Bull though, as he recalls, 
“I didn’t know it.”    
                                
EPISCOPAL ARCHBISHOP OF NEW YORK
Scorsese was certainly aware of the 
spiritual questions in Silence. The 
Episcopal (Anglican) Archbishop of New 
York, Paul Moore, presented him with the 

book in 1988. He read it a year later and 
immediately knew that he would one day 
make a film of it. He stayed with this for 
more than 25 years.

At first he was unsure as to the book’s 
true meaning but eventually came to the 
realisation that it was exploring the depths 
of faith and the stripping away of all but 
the very essence of faith. Although he 
recognised the potential helpfulness of 
the church and the sacraments, “Ultimately 
it has to be yourself…You have to find 
that faith.” There is a sense in which Endo 
probed the same issue and carried out the 
inner work to come to an authentic sense 
of self.     

THE FILM
Scorsese’s film is not for everyone. 
Reviewing it for Newsweek last December, 
the critic Tom Shone wrote: “Silence is 
a hard film to recommend. How does a 
2-hour-41-minute movie about the crisis 
of Christian evangelism in 17th-century 

Japan fit into your Christmas shopping 
schedule? Like his Jesuits, Scorsese 
doesn’t shy from the stony path. His 
film boasts few enticements: There’s 
little soundtrack, much mud and squalor, 
and the scenes of torture are almost 
unwatchable in their cruelty…’How can I 
explain His silence to these people?’ asks 
an increasingly doubt-wracked Rodrigues 
about his God.”

“For a movie called Silence, it’s also pretty 
heavy with theological argument, first in 
letters to Rodrigues’s superior, then in 
interior monologues, and finally in a series 
of head-to-heads with the devilish Inoue. 
And yet the film demands to be seen.”

SHUSAKU ENDO
Shusaku Endo was born in Tokyo in 
1923. Soon after, the family moved to 
Dalian, Manchuria. In 1933, following 
the divorce of his parents, Endo came 
back to Japan with his mother. They 
lived in Kobe. His mother was by then 
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a devout Catholic. To please her, Endo 
was baptised. However, he considered 
his commitment unsatisfactory and 
likened his membership of the church to 
the wearing of the ill-fitting suit he was 
made to wear at his baptism. He was 
unable to feel truly at ease within the 
small community of Catholics in Japan. 
Furthermore, he believed that Japan was 
an alien environment for Christian faith. He 
famously described it as a swampy marsh 
where the seeds of Christianity would 
never take root. In Silence, an official of 
the government persecuting Christians 
tells an apostate priest, “Father, it was not 
by us that you were defeated, but by this 
mudswamp, Japan.”

A SINGLE THEME: CHRISTIAN BELIEF                          
And yet, Endo remained a Catholic and 
was seen by some as a novelist whose 
work was dominated by a single theme: his 
belief in Christianity. Perhaps this is true 
but Endo did write about other things. In an 
obituary for the New York Times, Eric Pace 
observed that his works explored “Faith 
and faithlessness, East and West, heritage 
and modernity…” It is also true that he 
was somewhat preoccupied with torture 
and that he delved into the great mystery 
of suffering, especially the physical and 
mental anguish caused by illness and the 
challenges to religious faith presented by 
life’s terrible unfairness.

FRANCOIS MAURIAC
In 1947, while studying at Keio University 
in Tokyo, Endo published an essay 
entitled God and gods. In this work, he 
contrasted the pantheism of Japan with 
the monotheism of the Christian West. 
In 1950, he travelled to the University 
of Lyon to pursue a post-graduate 
study of French Catholic authors. He 
was particularly drawn to the works of 
Francois Mauriac. In 1952, Mauriac won 
the Nobel Prize in Literature “for the deep 
spiritual insight and artistic intensity with 
which he has in his novels penetrated 
the drama of human life.” It is not difficult 
to see the influence of Mauriac on Endo. 
This influence is perhaps most evident in 
Silence which is about the silence of God 
before the Japanese sea.

CONFLICTING SENSIBILITIES
After three years in France, Endo returned 
to Japan more than ever convinced about 
the incompatibility between the cultures 
of his homeland and the West. He had 
hoped that time in Christian Europe would 
make him feel less an alien. But, instead, he 
came home a sick and disillusioned person 
convinced that the Christianity of Europe 
had made him ill. He set about his task 
as a novelist to reconcile the conflicting 
sensibilities of his dual (Christian and 
Japanese) self. Writing Silence marked the 
beginning of that reconciliation.

SOMBRE, DELICATE, EMPATHETIC
The writer and critic John Updike reviewed 
Silence for the New Yorker. Updike 
described the novel as “a remarkable 
work, a sombre, delicate, and startlingly 
empathetic study of a young Portuguese 
missionary during the relentless 
persecution of Japanese Christians in the 
early seventeenth century.” In the Catholic 
journal of opinion, Commonweal, the 
theologian William Cavanaugh wrote about 
the novel’s “deep moral ambiguity” due to 
the depiction of a God who “has chosen 
not to eliminate suffering, but to suffer 
with humanity.” This vulnerable, suffering, 
crucified God was written about by Endo in 
his 1973 book  A Life of Jesus, in which he 
intended “to make Jesus understandable 
in terms of the religious psychology of 
my non-Christian countrymen and thus 
to demonstrate that Jesus is not alien to 
their religious sensibilities.”

SUFFERS WITH US
Endo goes on to say “The religious 
mentality of the Japanese is - just as it 
was at the time when the people accepted 
Buddhism - responsive to one who ‘suffers 
with us’ and who ‘allows for our weakness,’ 
but their mentality has little tolerance 
for any kind of transcendent being who 
judges humans harshly, then punishes 
them. In brief, the Japanese tend to seek 
in their gods and buddhas a warm-hearted 
mother rather than a stern father. With this 
fact always in mind I tried not so much to 
depict God in the father-image that tends 
to characterise Christianity, but rather to 
depict the kind-hearted maternal aspect 
of God revealed to us in the personality of 
Jesus.”

ENDO AND GRAHAM GREENE
In 2000, the journalist George Bull wrote 
about Shusaku Endo and Graham Greene. 
Endo had great admiration for Greene 
and this was reciprocated. Endo was 
sometimes referred to as “the Graham 
Greene of Japan.” They were often called 
“Catholic novelists.” In his article, Bull wrote 
“In Japan, Mrs. Endo speaks of Shusaku as 
having ‘spent the whole of his life weaving 
the warp of faith and the weft of disease 
(In their married life of over 40 years, he 
was hospitalised for over 10 years).’ She 
says that he left her with three tasks: to 
let people know that death is not the end 
of life; to make Jesus Christ appreciated 
properly by the Japanese; and to develop 
the program of reform that Endo started 
to make Japanese hospitals more warm-
hearted and friendly with regard to their 
patients, patients’ families and friends.”
Bull continues: “Endo’s Christocentric faith 
was increasingly fortified by his perception 
of the creative nature of the suffering of 
the tortured Christ. Japanese Christians, 
he thought, might come to give to the 
West greater appreciation of the virtues of 
moderation, humility and benevolence.

DEEP RIVER
In November, the Centre for Ethics will 
host an evening where Endo’s novel Deep 
River will be discussed. This novel traces 
the journey of four Japanese tourists 
who make their own spiritual discoveries 
while visiting India. When Endo made 
preparations for his funeral he asked that 
two novels be placed in his coffin: Silence 
and Deep River.

Frank Sheehan
Chaplain
Director of the Centre for Ethics
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Jason van Schie

Jason van Schie is the Managing 
Director of People Diagnostix. He holds 
a Masters of Applied Psychology, 
and has been working as a registered 
psychologist in Australia since 2005. 

Consulting to organisations on wellbeing 
topics including mental health for 
approximately 10 years, Jason is primarily 
a practitioner, however he is also the 
driver of world leading research in the 
field of positive psychology. Jason is also 
an independent director on the board of 
Australia’s Sleep Health Foundation where 
he assists the national charity in its aim 
to increase community awareness of the 
importance of sleep for both physical and 
mental health.

The Sleep Health seminar is designed to 
help individuals understand why sleep is 
important, prevent sleeping problems from 
occurring, and correct simple sleeping 
problems where they exist. The information 
is based on the latest sleep science and 
is delivered in a highly engaging manner by 
People Diagnostix sleep health experts.

Jason will speak to students on 
Wednesday 14 February.

         Ad Astra

The Hon. Chief Justice Wayne Stewart Martin AC has given two talks for the 
Centre for Ethics. These were during chapel assemblies.  

On each occasion, His Honour gave invaluable advice based on the vast experiences 
of people making choices which influenced the shape of their lives. As part of the 
School’s Ad Astra program, the Chief Justice will again point to the ways in which 
young people can build strong foundations as they negotiate a path through their final 
years of secondary school.

The Chief Justice will speak to students at Christ Church Grammar School  
on 7 February.
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Deep River

This story traces the journey of four 
Japanese tourists on a tour to India. 
Each has different purposes and 
expectations. Even though the tour 
is interrupted when Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi is assassinated by 
militant Sikhs, the tourists find their 
own spiritual discoveries on the 
banks of the Ganges River.

Frank Sheehan will speak to the 
community on Deep River on 
Tuesday 6 March.
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Gemma Tognini

Gemma Tognini is a former award-
winning journalist who established 
her own corporate affairs and public 
relations firm 11 years ago, managing 
to maintain growth even through the 
global financial crisis. 
 
A highly engaging and articulate presenter, 
Gemma’s vast corporate experience is 
sought after by a wide cross section 
of industries. She cuts to the heart of 
an issue with an effective approach, 
wrapping her presentations in boundless 
good humour and a healthy dose of self-
deprecation.

Gemma’s achievement history

• Former Seven Network Chief of Staff,  
 Presenter and Senior Journalist. 
• Winner of the 2014 Telstra Business  
 Women’s Awards - West Australian’s  
 top female business owner.
• Founder and Managing Director   
 of GTmedia Strategic    
 Communication: local, national and   
 international clients in the media, PR,  
 risk and reputation management space.
• Broadcaster, Macquarie Radio (6PR);  
 Contributing Columnist,   
 The West Australian, Fairfax.
• Board Member, The Salvation 
 Army (WA), The Starlight Children’s   
 Foundation (WA).

Gemma will speak to students on  
Tuesday 13 March.

Sir William Heseltine
  

Sir William Frederick Payne Heseltine, GCB, GCVO, AC, QSO served as Private 
Secretary to Queen Elizabeth II from 1986 to 1990. He is an old boy of Christ 
Church Grammar School and went on to study at the University of Western 
Australia, where he received a 1st class BA (Hons) in history. 

Heseltine joined the Prime Minister’s Department (Australia) in 1951, was Private 
Secretary to Sir Robert Menzies (Prime Minister from 1955 to 1959), and Acting 
Official Secretary to Viscount De L’Isle, Governor-General.

From 1960 to 1961 he was temporary Assistant Press Secretary to the Queen, 
followed by Assistant Federal Director of the Liberal Party of Australia between 1962 
to 1964. In 1964 Sir William Heseltine was assigned to The Age (Melbourne). In that 
same year, he was assigned to Princess Marina for her tour of Australia. Heseltine 
joined the Press Office of the Royal Household as Assistant Press Secretary to the 
Queen from 1965 to 1967.

In 1972 Heseltine was moved to the Private Secretary’s Office, becoming Assistant 
Private Secretary. He was promoted to Deputy Private Secretary in 1977, and in April 
1986 to Private Secretary to the Sovereign and Keeper of the Queen’s Archives. He 
later retired in October 1990.

Sir William Heseltine will speak to the community on Thursday 8 March.

Rose Guok
  
Rose has worked as a hospital chaplain to King Edward 
Memorial Hospital and Princess Margaret Hospital for 
Children. 

She also worked for a few months as the Acting Coordinator 
of Pastoral Care Services at Fiona Stanley Hospital. 
Rose studied music at the Crane School of Music (Suny, 
Potsdam) and theology at Murdoch University. 

Her Honours thesis was based on the Book of 
Lamentations. She is currently working on her doctoral 
research on Martin Luther’s theology of music, with a 
special focus on emotions and liturgy.

Rose will speak to the community on Monday 9 April.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS  -  TERM 1 2018

DATE EVENT AND TOPIC SPEAKER TIME LOCATION

Every Thursday Christ Church credo Matt Smith 12.45pm Q1

Wednesday  Ad Astra  The Hon. Chief Justice  Day  RSVP
7 February  Wayne Stewart Martin AC   9442 1705 
       
Monday Book Club  Frank Sheehan  7.30pm  RSVP
12 February     9442 1705  
  
Wednesday  The importance of sleep  Jason van Schie  Day  Classroom
14 February  and mental restoration    

Thursday  Service to the Community   Dr Grant Fergusson-Stewart  9.00am  Chapel
15 February  Recipient of the Father  
  Frank Sheehan Award
    
Tuesday  Deep River  Frank Sheehan  7.30pm  RSVP
6 March    9442 1705

Thursday Service to the Crown  Sir William Heseltine  7.30pm  RSVP
8 March    9442 1705

Saturday  Raising Children Who Shine Maggie Dent     RSVP
10 March  Dr Vanessa LaPointe   9442 1705
  Dr Kristy Goodwin
  Dr Justin Coulson  

Tuesday  Taking Responsibility for Yourself  Gemma Tognini  Day  Classroom
13 March  Winner, 2014 Telstra    
  Business Women’s Awards
   
Thursday  Zak and Mia  Amanda Betts  Day  Classroom
22 March    

Tuesday  Easter in Art  Frank Sheehan  7.30pm  RSVP
27 March    9442 1705  
 
Wednesday   Team Building  Mitchell Productions  Day  Classroom
4 April    

Monday  Luther and the Reformation  Rose Guok  7.30pm  RSVP
9 April     9442 1705  
 
Wednesday  Resilience  Roc Teen  Day  Classroom
11 April    

16 to 20  Camp Hero  Ashlee Harrison  Day  RSVP
April     9442 1705  
 


