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Ethics and Spirituality

From the beginning, the Centre for Ethics 
has sought to maintain a link between 
ethics and spirituality. Since we are an 
Anglican inspired school, the spirituality 
which informs our ethical consciousness 
is centred upon this tradition. We draw 
energy and insight from the immense 
riches of an ecclesiastical heritage.

Reflection

At Christ Church, the Chapel is the primary 
place of spiritual and ethical reflection. 
Perhaps, to use the Latin phrase, it is 
primus inter pares (first among equals). 
It is obvious that reflection upon ethical 
matters may take place anywhere but it 
is within our Chapel that we pay particular 
attention to matters of the spirit that are 
related to the development of character. 
The readings, prayers, hymns and 
addresses invite the listener to practise 
virtues, especially those which relate to 
compassion and the resolute pursuit of 
justice and peace. Christ’s teachings about 
kindness are given particular emphasis. 
So too is his example of caring for the 
marginalised and forgotten.

The Simplest of Buildings

Our Chapel was built almost fifty years 
ago. The then headmaster, Peter Moyes, 
wanted a design which expressed a 
particular Christian vision for the School. 
The architect, John Lidbury, perfectly 
understood this. So, stained glass windows 
were not placed in what Moyes called ‘this 
simplest of buildings.’ As he said, “You can 
sit and watch the different moods of the 
river and you can see what’s going on.” 
He wanted a sacred space within which a 
reflective and uncluttered observation of 
a wider world might take place. Reaching 
a calm clarity was a necessary first step 
towards making considered decisions.

Suggestions of the Divine

Over the years, staff, students, parents 
and countless visitors to the Chapel 
have been encouraged to look out and be 
receptive to suggestions of the divine 
that are present in the natural order of 
things; archetypal religious symbols such 
as a flowing river with its hidden depths 
as well as clouds, trees, birds; evocative 
and familiar symbols that have been 
recognised and celebrated in religions all 
over the world from ancient times.

 A school with a view

When Peter Edwards and Wendy Hillman 
wrote the history of the School to coincide 
with our centenary, they chose as the title 
A school with a view. Boys and young men 
who have sat in the Chapel have been 
offered a big, expansive perspective on 
life; on what life might mean and what talk 
of God might be about. Not a constricted 
and limiting dogma but, instead, a sense 
of the great and glittering mystery at the 
heart of things. Not a narrow, comfortable 
and complacent seeking after our own 
needs but a mindfulness of the needs of 
others, as the Anglican grace before meals 
puts it.

Archbishop Sambell

On the day the Chapel was consecrated, 
Archbishop Geoffrey Sambell dwelt on the 
theme of the building as a place for probing 
sacred things. He noted that the boys 
should be encouraged to 
see sacredness in people and in creation. 
He spoke about an inclusiveness which 
would characterise activities within this 
sacred space. The archbishop said “I want 
to congratulate the Headmaster, the 
School Council, the architects and the 
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craftsmen for the concept of a Chapel 
which is not a building set apart but is to be 
the centre of a variety of activities such as 
art, drama, debating and music. Religion is 
to do with the whole of life.”

The Anglican Parish of Claremont

Before the Chapel was built, our school 
attended the local parish 
church as its place of worship. This was 
entirely appropriate. It was 
there that the School began. On 7 February 
1910, the rector, 
Canon WJ McLemans, opened Christ 
Church Preparatory School with a 
single classroom and nine boys. Much has 
changed since that day but 
the link between parish and school remains 
strong. Every year, the School’s birthday 
celebrations begin at the church. A service 
of thanksgiving and procession from 
church to school is lead by Father Peter 
Boyland, the parish rector and successor 
to Canon McLemans. Both McLemans 
and Father Boyland were born in Northern 
Ireland and attended Dublin’s Trinity 
College.

Christ Church 125

On 8 September this year, Mr Alan Jones 
and Mrs Carol Jones along with 
members of the School staff, as well as 
parents from the School and a 
number of community leaders, attended 
a presentation in the parish church 
announcing ‘Christ Church 125,’ a seven 
month festival marking the 125th 
anniversary of the founding of the church. 
The festival will include a wide variety of 
liturgical and cultural events. The parish 
now has one of the finest choirs in Perth. 
In Stewart Smith, it has one of WA’s most 
accomplished organists. So it comes as 
no surprise that ‘Christ Church 125’ will 
offer a series of concerts including Mad 
About Mozart with Geoffrey Lancaster 
(fortepiano) and Paul Wright (violin).

Religion and the Arts

The festival will also include lectures. 
On 9 November, Professor Ted Snell will 
speak on ‘Religion and the Arts.’ Professor 
Snell is a renowned speaker and this will 
be something special. Topics covered by 

other speakers (yet to be announced) are 
‘Religion and Politics’ and ‘Religion and 
Commerce.’

People enjoying themselves

The philosopher, Friedrich Neitzsche once 
remarked that the disciples 
of Jesus should look more redeemed. It’s a 
shame that he was never 
part of Christ Church parish because one 
of the characteristics of this 
community is that they do enjoy 
themselves. Unsurprisingly, during ‘Christ 
Church 125’ there will be a music hall, a 
Christmas market, a rectory café and a 
long table community lunch. Members of 
the community are invited to attend.

Hospitable, vibrant and forward 
thinking

Christ Church is a landmark Anglican church 
in the diocese of Perth. It is 
hospitable, vibrant and forward thinking 
with worship in the Anglo-Catholic tradition. 
For those who have had connections 
to this parish in the past, ‘Christ Church 
125’ presents an ideal opportunity 
for reconnection; a chance to reclaim 
membership if, for whatever reason, they 
felt they were not able to be part of this 
community of faith.

Archbishop-elect Kay Goldsworthy

On 10 September 1892, the foundation 
stone for Christ Church was laid. In April 
1893, the church was consecrated and the 
parish began its ministry in the heart of the 
Claremont community. ‘Christ Church 125’ 
began on 10 September with a spectacular 
Choral Festival Mass of Foundation. 
On Wednesday 11 April 2018, the new 
Archbishop of Perth, Kay Goldsworthy 
will preside at a Choral Festival Mass of 
Consecration. It all promises to be a time 
of great energy, high culture and fun.

Frank Sheehan
School Chaplain 
Director of the Centre for Ethics
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Professor Ted Snell

Ted Snell was born in 1949 in Western 
Australia. After completing an 
Associateship in Art Teaching he travelled 
to England to undertake postgraduate 
studies in Birmingham. He returned to 
Australia and began teaching part-time 
at WAIT, where he was Professor of 
Contemporary Art and Dean of Art, John 
Curtin Gallery. In 2009 he was appointed 
Director of the Cultural Precinct at the 
University of Western Australia.

Over the past two decades he has 
contributed to the national arts agenda 
through his role as Chair of the Australian 
Council of University Art and Design 
Schools, Chair of Artbank, Chair of the 
Asialink Visual Arts Advisory Committee 
and as a Board member of the National 
Association for the Visual Arts. He is 
currently Chair of the Visual Arts Board of 
the Australia Council.

Ted has been a commentator on the 
arts for ABC Radio and Television and is 
currently art reviewer for The Australian. 
He has published several books and has 
curated numerous exhibitions, many of 
which document the visual culture of 
Western Australia.

Ted is also a visual artist and since 1968 
has showcased his work in solo exhibitions 
around Perth, Melbourne, Brisbane, and 
in numerous group exhibitions. His work 
is represented in many public and private 
collections, including the National Gallery 
of Australia, the Art Gallery of Western 
Australia and Artbank. 

Professor Snell will speak to the 
community on Thursday 9 November.



George Grundy

George William Grundy is an English-Australian author, 
media professional and businessman. Born in London 
in 1971, Grundy majored in Media at the University of 
Central England, then commenced a career in television 
production and international broadcast rights at the 
London offices of IMG, a global leader in sports, events, 
media and fashion, operating in over 25 countries. 
Following IMG, Grundy founded a successful advertising 
company in Australia, of which he is the current Managing 
Director. Although already politicised and professionally 
attuned to the role and influence of the media, the events 
of 9/11 shifted Grundy’s relationship with geopolitics 
from captivated spectator to concerned student and 
aspiring commentator.

In Death of a Nation, George Grundy makes startling and controversial claims that are 
sure to provoke lively discussions and are bound to be contested. He believes that 
recent political developments within the United States are causing the nation to move 
in a dangerous and destructive direction that will have implications for the entire world. 

George Grundy will speak to the community on Wednesday 18 October.
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Simon Miskin

Simon is an engaging, humorous and inspiring 
public speaker. He is a Master Life Coach, 
Counsellor, Acceptance and Commitment 
Therapist, Stress Management Consultant and 
Secondary School Teacher. 

Prior to teaching he spent many years 
training employees and managing fundraising 
campaigns for charities and universities in the 
United Kingdom and Australia. “Working with 
people who are focused on making a positive 
difference in the world is a real privilege,” says 
Simon. His highlights include being part of a campaign that raised almost $100 million 
for a major London University and being the tour guide on Greenpeace’s Rainbow 
Warrior.

“Experiencing other people’s cultures and ways of seeing the world has changed my 
view of our global family. My passion for the environment grew after taking a Masters 
in Sustainability and later a Permaculture Design Certificate.”

Simon has also lived with stress and understands how lifestyle changes can help 
individuals thrive again. Simon’s highly informative and interactive professional 
development helps others be happier, energised, and more productive.

Simon Miskin will speak to students on Friday 20 October.

Paris Mitchell

As a speaker I help organisations and 
individuals realise the capacity they have 
to transform themselves by identifying 
key processes and habits required to 
create lasting and positive change.
After struggling with a life of addiction 
throughout my adolescence, I finally hit 
a point at the age of 21 when my life had 
come crashing down.

I decided at that point that I wanted 
something more from life, that I was the 
creator of my destiny and that ultimately I 
had complete control over where I ended 
up in the long term. I realised that the 
little things added up to big outcomes. I 
have spent the past five years completely 
immersed in developing myself and over 
that time I am proud to say that I have 
systematically changed every area of  
my life.

I have rebuilt destroyed relationships, I 
have a university degree despite the fact 
that I dropped out of high school before 
finishing Year 10 and my most fulfilling 
achievement is that I have spent the past 
three years completely clean and sober.

Through speaking, workshops, one-on-one 
coaching and other creative mediums, I 
work with individuals and organisations 
to inspire and motivate people to see the 
potential that they hold within themselves 
for massive positive change. This also 
includes helping people find ways to get 
from where they currently are to where 
they want to be in the long term by 
developing strategies and systems.

I believe in the capacity that everyone  
has within them to transform their lives.

Paris Mitchell will speak to students on 
Monday 16 October.



Mothers and Sons

Christ Church Grammar School is delighted to offer you an opportunity to experience a 
lifetime memory with your son at the annual ‘Mother and Son’ event.

This innovative afternoon program is an event we have planned especially for our Year 
7 students and their mothers (or female mentors). 

We are bringing Bill Jennings to our school to facilitate this unique experience. Bill is 
the creator and founder of ‘Time & Space,’ a service he has developed to give people 
just that – ‘time and space’ for parents and their children to share important moments 
together in a school community setting. 

This session will provide opportunities that include carefully guided interactions 
with other mums and their boys. Mothers will emerge from the event reassured and 
impressed by the way our students are able to speak up and share insights about their 
lives.

We think that this is a great time to bring you together. Please note there is no charge 
for this event.

What:  Year 7 Mother and Son event
When:  Saturday 28 October 2017
Time:  2.00pm to 5.00pm
Where:  Chapel
Register:  Click here

Thích Nhat Hanh

In 1967, Martin Luther King nominated 
Thích Nhat Hanh for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
This November, the Education University 
of Hong Kong will confer an honorary 
doctorate upon Nhat Hanh for his “life-
long contributions to the promotion of 
mindfulness, peace and happiness across 
the world.” There is no doubt that this 
contribution has been immense.

A Zen master who has written more than 
a hundred books, Nhat Hanh is a renowned 
teacher and, in 1982, established the Plum 
monastery near Bordeaux. Each year, Plum 
Village welcomes thousands of meditation 
practitioners from all around the world.

Over the years, there have been several 
films and television programs about Nhat 
Hanh’s life and work. Now there is Walk 
With Me which, according to Jeannette 
Catsoulis from the New York Times, is 
cooling to the mind and soothing to the 
spirit, “offering a tiny oasis of relief to 
anyone overheated by current events.”

Blackwood

Blackwood by Iain Grandage
Performed by:
• Sara Macliver – Soprano
• Allan Meyer - Principal Clarinet, WA Symphony Orchestra
• Graeme Gilling – Head of Keyboard Studies, UWA School of Music

When:  Sunday 19 November 2017
Time:  3.00pm to 4.00pm
Where:  Chapel, Christ Church Grammar School
Tickets:  Please click here
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https://www.cvent.com/events/time-space-program-at-christ-church-grammar-school/registration-73483d82fd03406094a971ba70be0ef2.aspx
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/blackwood-performed-by-sara-macliver-tickets-37795825331


CALENDAR OF EVENTS  -  TERM 4 2017

DATE EVENT AND TOPIC SPEAKER TIME LOCATION

Every Thursday Christ Church Credo Matt Smith 1.00pm Q Block
Level 1

16 October Crashing Down Paris Mitchell Day Classrooms

18 October Death of a Nation George Grundy 7.30pm RSVP 9442 1705

20 October Dare To Be Simon Miskin Day Classrooms

28 October Time and Space Bill Jennings 2.00pm Chapel
Year 7 event  RSVP: Click here

9 November Religion and the Arts Professor Ted Snell 7.00pm RSVP
9442 1705

15 November Walk with me 7.30pm RSVP
9442 1705

16 November Ethics Book Club Frank Sheehan 7.30pm RSVP
9442 1705

19 November Blackwood  3.00pm Chapel
Sara Macliver - Soprano RSVP: Click here
Allan Meyer - Principal Clarinet, WA Symphony Orchestra 
Graeme Gilling - Head of Keyboard Studies, UWA School of Music 

19 November A Touch of the Music Halls 5.30pm RSVP: Click here

24 November White Ribbon Day Volunteer from   Day Classrooms
Collective Shout 

29 November Christmas Carol Service 7.30pm Chapel

9 December Christmas Market 9.00am to RSVP
12.00pm  9442 1705

24 December The Nativity Play 10.00am Chapel

24 December The Christmas Eve Service 8.00pm Chapel

http://bit.ly/CCGS-2017
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/blackwood-performed-by-sara-macliver-tickets-37795825331
www.trybooking.com/RYJA



