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HOPE GROWS
A farm calé gives
new heart Lo
a small town

THE NSW GARDEN INSPIRED BY A ROYAL ?AI.ACE ENTER
OUR HARVEST TABLE COMPETITION THE BEST OPEN GARDENS
A FAMILY BUSINESS BORN FROM A LOVE OF PLANTS

ISOLATED BEAUTY NSW'S WILD CORNER COUNTRY



Matalie ane Erim
with Patrick, Thiee,
and Georgina, five, ;
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GRAIN FARMERS ERIN AND NATALIE CAHILL ARE © J
HADPY TO RAISE THEIR FAMILY FAR FROM THE CITY
'\ THE WEST AUSTRALIAN WHEATBELT.
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rin Cahill comas from a long line of WA farmars, but '
it hardly bownd by tradition. Having worked as an {
agronomist. ke has bagun a new farming entarprise. 4

with wife Matalia. .El.Fla:t from a S4-hectare home black
a1 Walebing, 1wo hours north of Perth, thay [ and 1
sharefanm another 1450 hectares, growing canoda, barlay
and wheat at two locations, 30 kilometres apart.

C-;l-ml;ﬁrting his own crop 1arming wirth an Bgronsmy
business, Erin is a consultant to 30 farmers n the ragion,
For their children — Georgina, five, and three-year-aid
Patrick — getting their hands dirty means spending timie
with Dad. “"With Erin working two jobs, time is precious,”
HMatalle says. “Sa the kids and | head out with him on
the waekend to help with farming duties. Georgie can
already pick out disease, weeds and bugs in the craps,
and na doubt Patrick will be doing o soon,”

Thair newly renovated home is parched on a hill,
amaong gum trees and four-metro-tall grass trees,

“The house usad 1o loak ke & Spanish hacienda ™
Matalie says. Mow it has been corvarted into a madern
Australian hemestead, using a more appropriate
varnacular of a tin roof and a wide varandah propped
up by oiled white-gum posts that Erin felled on the
property. Erin and Matalie are currently under pressurg
to make oven more additions. “A Staffy puUppy, and
parhaps soma chickans, as we don't have ary pets yer,"
Matalie says. “Although we do have a Eangurs fﬁl‘nll:,,-l
living beelow the house,..”

The children ane enthusiastic garden and kitchan
helpers. “It's wsally massy, but weoeth it in the e "
Matalie says. “Georgie’s dream is to open a market stal]
safling dips, $0 we've been Ei:pﬂlrimq-n‘ting with beatrog
from the garden.” More such activities arg intended, “Froe
tirme s something that I'm hoping to have maorg of * Erin
says. “Mext is completing the garden and landscaping with
Matalis and the kids: it's going to be great ®
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«The first thin
colleagues ds ke
[ said [ was movi

Walebing was, "WV, ar

yvou going Lo do w ;:_  all
; vour Il.ig.h f]i’{"’h-;;-' ;

”I'“..II'H'FI‘ | grew up in Esperance, on the souther:

of WA | sailed compentively and even represenied A

threse eimes, and went an B WL fwo naticareal tiles, 5
and the beach were my life and passion, so its funs
I've found such '|'|.|'|'\-p|1||.'u\. HLLIHLT frarm both those thing

Erin and [ moved in the same circles at anmversin

Perth bue we didn® know each other well. [ bumped

inte o ae the Bosangr Dray Test at the MOG i 2005
He had caught the midnighe fight from Perth and w
on his way up the stairs to buy a rain poncho, dressed o
bBoardies and 3 T-shaet which was funny becavse it
12 degrees. 1 was really happy when he decided to joi
ary friends and me at a pub that evening. We just click
— baut I had no idea he was interested in e, so it wos
2 real shock when he asked me aur?

I meved back vo Perth six mhomnele later [t was an @
decision because being with Erin was more importan:
‘i.l'::;;::a::;ii::lnlp rlaf.'. ...E'-I.It that'’s not to say thar whe:

| | oo wasn't 2 shoek, [ we
advenore I""'i"F in Me
joh ar B rrave| iy

F 4 o i
1 3"-.“'|“I- up health indtatives and Fitress progrants.

I'he first I:'-uy.; ny rnl!l-':lgl.tn asked whern T said 1 was

moving to Walching was, “What

""'r”l: JII] Your high heels?™ [ lived in stileios!
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Larmng abour the ¢ i e

part of what E © crops, driving tractors and being

I like UL W3S S0 passionate about. The thing
most here are the People and beaurifisl sense of

COMIMTUNitE, Flav : : LTl semer O

People. I'm ing Georging opened me up Lo more

l.p.-.ﬁ,tl:-lu.]; |.|]1 blessed to have found some amazine

are the I:L © Are at similar stages in Jife; our children
=0t ot friends and g ATe W

I havey
= Even't 8ot back to work while
we spend time

Playing. We don

BTE, 50 We. make
Well-roundey
th]'jngmg e

are you poing w do

cooking, gardening, exploring and
[“"’f "h“!‘P‘ng CeTikres Or cinenis
fiun together, This helps thern becom®
A0d happy peaple, I think 2 country

% ]1;|r:::!_l il AITLRTEING
Ibourne and '.‘.-:ll]r.u:l_' in mny dreal
& all over Anstralia, Mew Fealand and

the kids are voung.

Ml keep our kids grounded and innocent. 7
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