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JORDAN B. PETERSON
Jordan B. Peterson is not yet a household 
name in Australia, but following his 
speaking tour of Sydney, Melbourne and 
Brisbane this year, he has become much 
better established in the public mind as an 
intellectual whose ideas have considerable 
influence. All events were sold out.

The Australian media has not quite known 
what to make of him. But, for a decade or 
so now, there has been a wariness about  
academics who participate in our national 
conversation. They are often enough 
described as members of ‘elites’ whose 
views may readily be dismissed because 
they are out of touch.

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
Peterson is a Canadian clinical 
psychologist, cultural critic and 
professor of psychology at the University 
of Toronto. He has a  particular interest in 
the psychology of religious and ideological 
belief and the assessment and 
improvement of personality and 
performance. Before he took up his 
position in Toronto, he was an 
associate professor at Harvard.

MAPS OF MEANING
His first book Maps of Meaning: The 
Architecture of Belief appeared in 1999. 
It is a dense and difficult work which  
examines several academic fields so as to 
describe the structure of belief systems 
and myths and their role in the regulation of 
emotion and the creation of meaning. 

His second book is much more accessible. 
Its title is 12 Rules for Life: An Antidote to 
Chaos. But it is Peterson’s online lectures 
and his television appearances which have 
led to his extraordinary popularity and 
following.

YOUTUBE
In 2013, Peterson commenced recording 
his lectures (‘Personality and  its 
Transformations’ and ‘Maps of Meaning: 
The Architecture of  Belief’). He uploaded 
them to YouTube and now has over
800,000 subscribers to his channel. As 
of January 2018, his videos  had received 
more than 35 million views. Something is 
resonating.  And it resonates powerfully 
with men in their twenties for whom he has 
become a modern-day hero. 
Why is it so?

YOUNG MEN TAKING CONTROL OF  
THEIR LIVES
Peterson’s message is being heard by 
young men. In an article for The Australian 
earlier this year, Caroline Overington made 
the following points: “He encourages 
them to free themselves as quickly as 
possible of the burdens of their childhood, 
to accept the failings of their parents who 
probably did their best, and take control of 
their lives because when you’re carrying a 
burden or living a lie, you’re suppressing 
who you really are and so much of what 
you could be will never be forced to come 
forward.” Food for thought. But there is 
much more.

PATRICIA CASEY
Writing in The Independent, Patricia Casey 
the Irish psychiatrist, academic, journalist 
and conservative commentator on social 
issues, notes that “Partly it’s his style of 
parable-like storytelling and the powerful 
emotion that imbues his presentations, 
especially to public audiences. Above 
all it’s probably his message which is 
largely a critique of many aspects of 
modern culture. These include political 
correctness, the censorship of speech, 
the centrality of victimhood and the 
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tendency to live in the here and now, 
while ignoring the rich history available to 
our psyche and our spirit. At a time when 
sexual and social roles have become 
jumbled and according to libertarianism’s 
views there is no absolute right and 
wrong, with the only rule being not to hurt 
anybody, Peterson is articulating ideas that 
are striking a chord.”

CRITICS
Not everyone is convinced and there 
has been plenty of criticism of Peterson. 
Some see him as a dangerous agent of the 
alt-right and as understating or ignoring 
structural and social problems by placing 
emphasis only on the role of the individual. 
It is true that he is dismissive of attempts 
to change the world before changing 
oneself. He writes, “Don’t reorganise the 
state until you have ordered your own 
experience. Have some humility. If you 
cannot bring peace to your household, how 
dare you try to rule a city?”

LIFE IS DIFFICULT
Thirty years ago, the psychiatrist M Scott 
Peck published The Road Less Travelled. 
This work stayed on the New York Times 
Best Seller List for 13 years. It sold 10 
million copies and was translated into 20 
languages. Again, there was a resonance 
which linked to the quest for meaning. 
Scott Peck’s opening line in that book read: 
“Life is difficult.” Peterson seems to be 
coming from a similar place. Both men have 
wrestled with their own inner demons.

A HORROR OF POSTMODERNISM
Peterson begins with the idea that life is 
tragic and that our resources for dealing 
with this are fragile, easily damaged, and in 
constant need of care. He is aware of the 
complexities we face at this time and that 
such complexity is overwhelming. He is not 
convinced that religion in its various forms 
is able to assist us as we negotiate a path 
towards order and coherence. But he is 
certain that ideologies such as Marxism 
or fascism and much less nihilism lead to 
chaos. He has a horror of postmodernism 
with its dismissal of authorities and its 
stance of radical suspicion towards any 
set of beliefs which may seek to offer 
a way through. Interestingly, he looks to 
narratives, to great stories and myths 
as sources of empowerment. Although 

he belongs to no church, he goes to the 
Bible for guidance. As he wrote on 21 
June 2017: “The lectures series ‘The 
Psychological Significance of the Biblical 
Stories’ has been highly successful. The 
fifth lecture of 12 was taped yesterday, 
and the fourth released the day before. The 
first four lectures have garnered around 
750,000 views with another several 
hundred thousand  podcast listeners. So, 
that seems to be going well.” Going well 
indeed.

CAIN AND ABEL
In an interview with the highly respected 
Catholic journalist Peter Stanford in  
The Tablet, Peterson talks about digging 
deeper into the stories within the Book of 
Genesis. He has been thinking seriously 
about the Cain and Abel story for twenty 
years. “It’s an amazing story. It is the story 
of the first two human beings and there 
is fratricidal murder and rebellion against 
God, motivated by the conditions of being, 
as a precursor to genocide, chaos and 
the flood. That’s pretty damn good for 12 
sentences.”

INNER WORK
Peterson grew up within a church going 
family. He heard the stories and they 
stayed with him. For Peterson, the Judeo-
Christian tradition is a vast reservoir 
of symbol and empowering myth which 
we can put at our disposal as we try to 
live a moral life. He is aware that many 
of these stories provide the necessary 
encouragement which allows people 
to move on past mistakes. Incremental 
progress is possible but it requires humility. 
It demands work, inner work, as we try to 
make and remake a self within which a 
meaningful life may be lived.

THE BRAIN THAT CHANGES ITSELF
In his foreword to 12 Rules, Dr Norman 
Doidge, author of The Brain That Changes 
Itself, writes: “The neat thing about 
the Bible story is that it doesn’t simply 
list its rules, as lawyers or legislators 
or administrators might; it embeds 
them in a dramatic tale that illustrates 
why we need them, thereby making it 
easier to understand. Similarly, in this 
book Professor Peterson doesn’t just 
propose his 12 rules, he tells stories too, 
and explains why the best rules do not 

ultimately restrict us but instead facilitate 
our goals and make for fuller, freer lives.”

THE INTERVIEW ON CHANNEL 4
12 Rules for Life: An Antidote to Chaos 
was published in January this year. As 
part of the UK tour to promote the book, 
Peterson was interviewed by Cathy 
Newman on Channel 4 News. Newman 
did not come out of it well. The fractious 
interview has been acknowledged as a 
“car-crash” and received over six million 
views on YouTube. Soon after, 12 Rules for 
Life was ranked the number one bestselling 
book on Amazon.com in the United States, 
number one in Canada and number four in 
the United Kingdom. It became the number 
two non-fiction book on the Wall Street 
Journal’s Best-Selling Book List and the 
number one non-fiction e-book.

FREE SPEECH
The interview with Newman showed 
Peterson to be a reasonable, respectful 
and patient person. All this in the face of 
Newman’s carelessness about language. 
When trolls did their worst on Newman, 
he rushed to her defence. Before this 
incident, he risked criticism after refusing 
in 2016 to use gender-neutral pronouns 
at a university that was demanded by new 
anti-discrimination legislation, Bill C-16. 
Not only was he criticised, he almost lost 
his job. Although the alt-right claim him as 
a martyr to political correctness, he insists 
that both left and right fail to understand 
that he is a classic British liberal.

There is no doubt we will be hearing much 
more about and from Jordan B Peterson. In 
the meantime, here is an interview held 
during his recent speaking tour of Australia.

Frank Sheehan
Chaplain
Director of the Centre for Ethics
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcDKNNvUR4I


Empty Bowls

The Centre for Ethics at Christ Church 
Grammar School is supporting the 
Empty Bowls lunch by making the 
School Refectory available for this 
event.The Centre’s emphasis is on 
reinforcing two of the School’s core 
values - social responsibility and care 
towards others. Helping feed the hungry 
fulfils these aims.

You are invited to come to the School 
Refectory on Sunday 24 June from 
11.00am to 2.00pm for a soup and bread 
lunch. There is the added bonus of taking 
a handmade pottery bowl of your choice 
home with you. All funds raised by Empty 
Bowls are given to Foodbank. They receive 
and redistribute unsaleable food and 
grocery items from farmers, manufacturers 
and retailers.

Many people are not aware of just how 
many West Australians have difficulty 
providing sufficient food for their families.

Foodbank have a targeted program 
supplying breakfasts to schools where 
numbers of children would otherwise go 
hungry. The children get cereal, toast 
and milk. The participating schools 
report that students who come to the 
school breakfast clubs have improved 
social interactions and that the program 
contributes to student punctuality and 
attendance.

Web: emptybowlsperth.com
Facebook: Empty Bowls Perth
Email: emptybowlsperth@hotmail.com

Carina Hoang

The years between 1975 to 1996 were witness to the largest mass migration 
in modern history, with more than a million people leaving their war-torn 
homeland, Vietnam, in search of safety. 

Forced migrations are usually fraught with danger. What was unique about the 
Vietnam exodus was that the only route for escape for over a million people was by 
sea, making boat transport the only option. Hence, this group of refugees became 
known as “boat people.” The displaced people negotiated mountains, deserts and 
oceans in all kind of weather conditions.

Most of the escape boats had been built as river craft plying trade on inland water.
They were not designed to stand up to the rigours of open water travel across the 
South China Sea and often fell apart in very challenging conditions. Many thousands 
perished and others succumbed to starvation, dehydration and cold blooded attacks 
by Thai pirates. One in three boat people never completed their journey. Those who 
did survive have become a diaspora of Vietnamese people making new lives for 
themselves in many countries around the world.
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Hetty Verolme

Hetty is an 84-year-old Holocaust survivor 
– one of eight living in Western Australia. 
She is determined to ensure her story is 
remembered.

Hetty was sent to the Bergen Belsen 
concentration camp in Germany at the age of 
13. More than 30,000 people perished around 
her before the British liberated the camp in 
1945. Somehow, Hetty and her family survived.

“We were very lucky because my parents, my two brothers and I got back to 
Amsterdam and were reunited from three different concentration camps.”

Hetty eventually emigrated to Australia aged 24. After spending years as a  
successful business woman Hetty has dedicated her twilight years to educating 
others about the Holocaust.
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Paul Litherland

Paul Litherland, the owner of Surf Online 
Safe, is a former West Australian Police 
Officer who served for over 20 years. 
During this period he regularly visited 
schools across the state conducting 
‘Stranger Danger’ talks and worked with 
the Constable Care program.
 
In addition to his policing career, for 
the past 18 years he has been working 
exclusively with young males and females 
as a mentor and coach within the Western 
Australian Football League.

Paul worked at the Technology Crime 
Investigation Unit, a section internationally 
recognised as one of the leading 
technology crime divisions in the world. 
He was working specifically with children 
(and their families) who were either the 
victims of online crime, or the offenders 
themselves. He dealt personally with the 
victims and perpetrators of cyber bullying, 
grooming and predatory behaviour. 

Paul set about targeting schools in his 
local area offering presentations based on 
his experience, knowledge and insight into 
the dangers of the online world and what 
our kids can do to protect themselves. 
Paul chose to leave the West Australian 
Police to pursue his dream of educating 
and now presents to over 300 schools 
across Australia, as well as over 50 
business and government organisations.

  

Originally from 
California, the 
55-year-old Hollis 
Wilson gave up 
his engineering 
job at the Johnson 
Space Centre in 
Houston, where he 
worked on the space station, to attend 
theologian school in 1988.

While having grown up in the church, 
Mr Wilson said the catalyst to pursue 
theological studies was the 1986 
space shuttle Challenger disaster, which 
happened two weeks after he joined 
NASA.

“After anything like that, everything just 
stops because they have to figure out 
what happened, so in the interim period I 
sort of thought I don’t want to stay here 
anymore,” Mr Wilson said.

During his studies, Mr Wilson met his 
Perth-born wife and went on teach faith 
and values at St Stephen’s School in 
Duncraig for 13 years before moving to 
MLC, where he taught briefly during the  
mid 90s.

Reverend Hollis Wilson

St Bartholomew’s House
  
St Bartholomew’s House helps 
people who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness achieve positive life 
outcomes. Their vision is to eliminate 
homelessness and their mission is to 
assist the homeless of today in rebuilding 
their lives, and act to prevent the 
homelessness of tomorrow.

  

Stuart will speak 
to students 
about his 
role in Angels 
in America: 
Millennium 
Approaches, 
a play that 
offers several unique perspectives 
ranging back to the 1980s and on 
representations made within the 
world of theatre, having been a 
mainstay in the Black Swan Theatre 
Company as both an actor and 
director since 2014. 

Past productions directed by Stuart 
include The Lighthouse Girl, based on 
Albany author Dianne Wolfer’s novels, 
Lighthouse Girl and Light Horse Boy, and 
playwright Nathaniel Moncrieff’s  
A Perfect Specimen.
 
A former Christ Church student, Stuart 
is among The Midnite Youth Theatre 
Company’s best known alumni alongside 
Tim Minchin, Mitch Thomas and Andrew 
Newnham.

Stuart Halusz



CALENDAR OF EVENTS  -  TERM 2 2018

DATE EVENT AND TOPIC SPEAKER TIME LOCATION

Sunday  Doctors for Africa  9.00am  RSVP
6 May    9388 1148

Monday Children of Belsen Hetty Verolme Day   Classroom
7 May    

Saturday  Red Cross Bindaring Unit  Day   Enquiries
19 May    9442 1705

Saturday  Global 6 K for water  Day Enquiries  
19 May    9442 1705

Wednesday  Surfonlinesafe Paul Litherland Day Classrooms
23 May 

Wednesday  Surfonlinesafe Paul Litherland 7.30pm RSVP
23 May    Click here

Saturday The Bigger Picture Ted Snell  9.00am  RSVP
26 May  John Reynolds to 4.00pm  9442 1705
  Andrew Walton
  Bob Reece

Tuesday Co-operative Learning Greg Mitchell Day Classrooms
29 May 

Thursday Compassion Project Frank Sheehan Day Classrooms
31 May 

Friday  Angels in America Stuart Halusz Day Classrooms
1 June 

Tuesday 12 Rules for Life:   Frank Sheehan Day Classrooms
5 June An Antidote to Chaos  

Thursday Building Leaders of Tomorrow   Day RSVP
7 June Youth Conference   9442 1705

Monday  Eye Contact Ross Jones Day Classrooms
11 June 

Wednesday Thinking Beyond Your Limits Mitch Productions Day Classrooms
13 June 

Thursday Still Space for Faith Rev. Hollis Wilson 9.00am Chapel
14 June 

Wednesday  Resilience Optimism   Claire Eaton Day Classrooms 
20 June and Confidence
 Roc Teen  

Wednesday On the Boat Carina Hoang Day Classrooms
20 June

Sunday Empty Bowls  Janet Pyke Day Refectory
24 June    emptybowlsperth@hotmail.com
 
    
   

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/paul-litherland-on-cybersafety-tickets-44969232184



