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Winter sport, both in school and beyond, 

was at the forefront of the boys’ minds at 

the start of term, as was the opportunity to 

consolidate some of the learning that took 

place in Term 1. It is particularly pleasing 

that the message in my previous newsletter 

piece regarding the importance of sleep has 

been addressed by boys without any reports 

of post-lights out disruption this term.

The opportunity for Year 7 boys to 

experience expedition walking, adventure 

activities and camping at Kooringal, the 

School’s Outdoor Education Centre based 

near Dwellingup, plus the Year 8 boys 

sailing up the coast on the STS Leeuwin II, 

is something that will live long as special 

memories. Sometimes we get so busy with 

our daily lives that we do not take the steps 

and time necessary to be introspective; our 

Outdoor Education program certainly gives 

boys this fantastic opportunity.

A particular highlight this term was the 

Residential Farm Stay at the Hillman’s farm in 

Wandering. All boys thoroughly enjoyed their 

time, and the experiences that they shared 

will stay with them for life. A huge thank you 

is extended to Geoff and Jane for hosting 

the stay and for being so welcoming.

Of a weekend, the assistance that many 

of your boys give with the running of Senior 

Sport on Saturday mornings is very much 

appreciated by the Sport Department, and a 

fantastic demonstration of their willingness 

to give up their free time to help others.

Year 7 boys have positively embraced the 

responsibility of chaperone-free Claremont 

leave with maturity and independence. It was 

also with great maturity that all new boys 

took part in the Armed for Life program which 

concluded in the first week of term. Adam 

Przytula, Director of Armed for Life, was 

once again full of praise for the way that your 

boys engaged with each session. The skills 

and tactics learned during these sessions 

are witnessed daily in the house and allow 

the boys to live harmoniously within the 

community.

I encourage you to find the time to sit down 

with your son and review his Semester 1 

report. Either an exercise in reinforcing 

positive behaviors, or a springboard to 

initiate improvement, the process of picking 

apart the intricacies of the report will help to 

give your son ownership of his education.

Rachael, Grace, Evelyn and I wish you all 

an enjoyable break with your boys and look 

forward to catching up on Monday 16 July 

from 4.00pm.

Brendon Noble

Residential Year Group Co-ordinator,  

Years 7 and  8
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The busyness of Term 2 has meant that we have blinked and arrived at the end, or so it 
would seem. 



We are impressed with how the boys 

continue to be courteous and enjoy their 

time socialising with each other in the 

Residential Community. They have also been 

diligent in completing their assigned duties. 

The Year 9 group took on an important extra 

duty this term which is to raise the Walters 

flag.

The fun-filled recreation program continued 

and included socials, movie nights and ice 

skating. Our international boarders were 

invited to Hale School to play and watch 

the Soccer World Cup and enjoyed this 

immensely. It was great that they could meet 

other international students at the same 

time. 

The Year 10 boys have completed their 

subject selection interviews and will finalise 

their subject selection over the course of 

the school holidays. They are reminded to 

diligently approach their academic studies 

and ultilise the tutoring services that are on 

offer in the Study Lab or during prep each 

night. It is important that they have a strong 

academic base to attempt the challenging 

Year 11 subjects of their choosing.

Boys from Wolsey, Romsey and Hill House 

have returned from camp after eight nights 

away at Kooringal. They all reported that 

it is nice to be back to “civilization” after 

several days in the wet and cold wilderness. 

Discussion has focused around the 

challenges they faced and their new skills 

acquired. Some Year 9 boarders have already 

participated in the OQD program exploring 

themes and activities encapsulating identity, 

relationships and purpose. The skills learnt 

will help support their personal development 

in our current fast and changing world. 

The winter sports season has seen boys 

representing Christ Church in sailing, 

badminton, football, rugby, hockey and cross 

country. The Indigenous boys celebrated 

the annual Indigenous round by creating 

personalised jumpers and the First XVIII 

Football team wore the jumper with pride 

against Hale. We also congratulated Kalani 

Brooks who was selected to train with 

the State 16s AFL squad; a remarkable 

achievement! It has been fantastic to see 

so many boys involved in community sport 

on the weekends including lacrosse, football, 

sailing, rugby and golf.

The end of semester always offers a good 

time to reflect on daily habits such as 

punctuality, effective use of prep time, 

respecting other boarders and signing out 

on REACH if ever in need to attend training or 

co-curricular activities. I encourage all boys 

to maintain and uphold these expectations 

as they return in Term 3. 

I wish everyone a wonderful and safe school 

holidays!

Khiem Ly

Residential Year Group Co-ordinator,  

Years 9 and 10
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Years 9 and 10
Our 9s and 10s have experienced and participated in a variety of activities in a condensed nine-week 
term. Harry Stevenson and Ethan Tan went on exchange to China and South Africa respectively and 
we look forward to them sharing their experiences and challenges of living abroad.



The boys were congratulated for the manner 

in which they approached the examination 

period. During the two weeks and in the lead 

up to the assessments, the boys made 

a concerted effort to achieve the best 

outcomes possible. As always, some boys 

achieved fantastic results, while others were 

encouraged to honestly reflect on their work 

habits and to reassess goals as needed for 

Semester 2.

In recent weeks, boys have been encouraged 

to review their papers and seek assistance 

from their subject teachers and work 

on strategies for further improvement. 

I encourage all boys to discuss these 

strategies with their parents over the holiday 

period and continue to strive for their best 

in their chosen subjects. The boarders 

are lucky to have access to their cohort, 

residential tutors, residential assistants and 

the senior staff to assist in their studies. 

On top of this, they have the opportunity to 

attend Studylab after school from Monday to 

Thursday and some boys access help from 

private tutors as needed. 

Prior to the examinations, 14 of our Year 

11 and 12 students sat Externally Set 

Assessments which was another chance to 

receive honest and accurate feedback on 

their academic progress. These boys were 

then given the opportunity to complete 

eight days of workplace learning during the 

examination period. Most of them gained 

a great deal from the experience with 

boys actively involved in a diverse range of 

careers including teaching, mechanics, law 

and electrical work. 

The Year 12 Ball took place in the first week 

of term and was the highlight of the Year 12 

social calendar. All boys looked very smart 

and represented themselves, their families 

and the School in a fantastic manner. Most 

of the boys were happy to have their photos 

taken to mark the occasion as they arrived 

at the Hyatt and were very courteous and 

mature, introducing their dates to myself and 

other adults at the function. 

On the final weekend of term it was the 

Year 11s turn to dress up in their suits to 

celebrate the Year 11 Dance. The boys, 

their dates and many parents attended the 

pre-dance function in the Walters foyer 

with some Year 12s assisting by taking 

photographs and handing around food to 

parents and guests. It was great seeing so 

many of the parents at the event and to 

catch up in an informal setting. 

The Year 12s also had their Father/Son 

Breakfast at Frasers Restaurant in Kings 

Park on Friday 22 June. They received 

excellent advice from Mr Jonathan Doyle on 

the importance of male role models during 

teenagers’ lives.

Finally, a quote from the legendary American 

swimmer Matthew Biondi to reflect on 

before the start of Semester 2: 

“Persistence can change failure into 

extraordinary achievement.”

Andy Greig

Residential Year Group Co-ordinator,  

Years 11 and 12

Years 11 and 12
The nine-week term was an extremely busy one, in which the 
boys participated in winter sport, the School Ball, the Year 11 
Dance, recreation activities as well as the challenge of mid-year 
examinations. 
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This term was the start of the Year 12 
exam period. The boys were working hard 
and making the most of their spare time in 
preparation for exams whilst those on the 
General Pathway were leaving the boarding 
house to pursue work placements. The 
placements gave the boys a real taste of 
working life and they were out the door very 
early each day.

The Year 11s were also busy with their 
schedule of exams and once again we saw 
some very dedicated students in what was 
their first taste of a gruelling exam period.
Term 2 saw boys off on various camps; 
OQD, Kooringal, Army Cadets at Bindoon, 
a Service in Action trip to Looma and 
exchanges overseas to China and South 
Africa. We are pleased to say that they all 
returned tired but happy.

Towards the end of term, James Sarre (Year 
10) took to the stage in a school drama 
production called Bouncers which by all 
reports was very enjoyable. James was 
supported by his fellow boarders in the 
audience and this was pleasing to witness.

A friendly reminder for Term 3 to ensure 
that all clothing is labelled. This makes it 
much easier for the boys to find their items 
during laundry time. Please also check that 
uniforms and shoes still fit as the boys do 
grow very fast. Perth winters can get quite 
chilly, particularly at night. Please ensure 
the boys have enough warm clothing, 
especially for dinnertime and, that doona 
covers are washed and ready for next term.

The Walters Housemothers would like to 
wish you all a safe and happy holiday with 
your families and look forward to welcoming 
everyone back from 4.00pm on 16 July for 
the commencement of Term 3.

Geraldine Bailey and Kim George
Walters Housemothers

Walters  
Housemothers
Time has flown by with a 
very busy term in the Walters 
Boarding House. 

The boys have been an absolute delight and 

as ‘the new Housemother on the block,’ I 

have enjoyed getting to know them and hope 

that it has been the same for them.

The first half of the term buzzed with 

excitement over the Leeuwin expedition as 

boys went off in five different groups for a 

five-day journey sailing aboard the beautiful 

STS Leeuwin II. The young sailors returned 

with many stories and each one sporting a 

colourful hand woven ‘Turks Head’ around 

their ankles. Some of the boys are still 

wearing them today. On the last weekend of 

term many of the boys headed out on a farm 

stay. A cosy fire and toasted marshmallows, 

mmm… does it get any better! We thank 

Geoff and Jane Hillman for their generosity in 

hosting our boarders.

Winter sports have kept the boys busy and 

on their toes throughout the term, keeping 

to bus schedules and sorting out weekly 

training. Apart from the regular footy, rugby, 

soccer and hockey, we have a good little 

group of lacrosse players and a budding 

badminton team. Well done, Knutsford!

The mid-term break was well deserved as 

boys returned refreshed and ready for the 

second half of term. Some were a little 

homesick but the daily routine and a bit 

of TLC soon wiped the blues away. It was 

wonderful to see the boys supporting each 

other and keeping spirits high during the 

lows. The Year 11 mentors have also been 

super and are such a benefit to the younger 

ones.

Sadly, Jenny is ending her time at Knutsford. 

The boys will miss her, as they did with Jane. 

Thank you, Jenny, for the time and love you 

have shared in this house and may you enjoy 

your new chapter. As for me and our new 

Housemother, I am confident the boys will 

have us trained in no time.

Have a safe and warm holiday with each 

other and we look forward to seeing you all 

in July.

Lidia Ellis and Jenny Watts

Knutsford Housemothers

Knutsford Housemothers
It has been an exciting term filled with winter sports, sea voyages, 
a farm stay and last but not least, a Housemother change.
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