
Newsletter

Volume 90   |   Term 3, 2018

Feminist Theology
Feminist theology is a relatively recent 
movement within several religious 
traditions, including Buddhism, Christianity 
and Judaism. It invites men and women 
to reconsider these traditions. It asks 
hard questions about the development of 
practices, scriptures and theologies from 
a feminist perspective. Some of the goals 
of feminist theology include reinterpreting 
and challenging male-dominated imagery 
and language about God, studying the 
images of women in sacred texts and 
promoting equality between men and 
women so that positions of authority and 
responsibility within religious institutions 
may be open to all and not dependent upon 
gender.
 
Much Progress
Much progress has been made within 
Anglicanism.  In 2006, Katharine Jefferts 
Schori became the Presiding Bishop 
and Primate of the Episcopal (Anglican) 
Church of the United States.  Katherine 
Schori served in this role for nine years. In 
December 2017, Dame Sarah Mullally was 
appointed as Bishop of London, third in 
seniority in the Church of England after the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York. 

In February this year, Kay Goldsworthy 
made history in Perth by becoming the 
world’s first woman to be an Anglican 
Archbishop. On the other hand, some 
dioceses within the Anglican Church of 
Australia will not ordain women to the 
priesthood.
 
Dr Nicola Slee
Dr Nicola Slee is the Director of Research 
at the Queen’s Foundation for Ecumenical 
Theological Education, Birmingham.  She 
is the author of numerous texts, including 
Praying Like a Woman (SPCK, 2004), 
Women’s Faith Development: Patterns 
and Processes (Ashgate, 2004), The Book 
of Mary (SPCK, 2009) and Seeking the 
Risen Christa (SPCK, 2011). Nicola Slee 
is an honorary Vice-President of WATCH 
(Women and the Church), and a member of 
the Church of England.
 
A Radical Challenge
In an on-line article for the Student 
Christian Movement, Dr Slee writes: 
“Feminist theology, or more properly, 
theologies, has emerged in modern times 
as a challenge to the male bias in religion 
and society as a whole. Although feminist 
theology has many significant roots in 

pre-modern history, it has only emerged as 
a fully conscious movement with its own 
literature, spokespersons, principles and 
methods in the past three or four decades. 
Influenced and empowered by the secular 
women’s movement of the 1960s, the 
Civil Rights movement in the United States 
and liberation theology from Latin America, 
the first critical feminist theological work 
emerged from the States at the beginning 
of the sixties and from there spread to 
Europe and the rest of the globe. We 
should not assume that the foundations of 
feminist theology are exclusively white and 
western.”
 
Kwok Pui-lan
Nicola Slee quotes Kwok Pui-lan, a Hong-
Kong-born theologian renowned for her 
work on Asian feminist theology. Dr Kwok 
gained her ThD from Harvard Divinity 
School, finishing her doctoral dissertation 
on “Chinese Women and Christianity” in 
1989.
 
Kwok Pui-lan points out, “the emergence 
of white feminist theology in the 
contemporary period was embedded  
in the larger political, cultural, and  
social configurations of its time” 
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(Cambridge Companion to Feminist 
Theology, 2002, p. 26).  There is no doubt 
about the rapid expansion of feminist 
theology so that, within a few decades, it 
has become not simply a white Western 
phenomenon but a global movement 
situated in many settings, and drawing on 
many different political, philosophical and 
religious roots to express its concerns 
and convictions. Dr Kwok has written 
more than twenty books, including 
Postcolonial Imagination and Feminist 
Theology (Westminster John Knox, 2005) 
and Introducing Asian Feminist Theology 
(Sheffield Academic Press, 2000).
 
Mary Daly and Rosemary  
Radford Ruether
In the United States, two prominent early 
feminist theologians were Mary Daly 
and Rosemary Radford Ruether. In the 
beginning, Daly expressed a desire to 
reform Christianity from within. However, 
she later came to the same point as 
several other feminists: that Christianity as 
it is currently structured is unable to enact 
necessary changes which will allow for 
equality between men and women and that 
these same structures will always prevent 
it from making the fundamental changes. 
On November 14, 1971, when she was 
invited to be the first woman to preach at 
Harvard Memorial Chapel, Daly used the 
opportunity to denounce Christianity as 
irredeemable for women and to call for 
women (and men) to make an exodus from 
the Church. Almost all the women who 
attended this service walked out with her. 
Some of the men joined them. Despite this, 
Mary Daly continued to teach theology at 
the Jesuit-run Boston College for almost 
30 years. Her works include: 
The Church and the Second Sex (1968) 
and Beyond God the Father (1973).
 
Traditional Masculine Imagery
Rosemary Radford Ruether has remained 
in the Catholic Church although more 
conservative Catholics are less than 
comfortable with this. It is not difficult to 
understand why they respond in this way. 
In her writing, Reuther has been highly 
critical of the tradition in the Church. She 
has argued for a new “feminist christology” 
urging that the concept of Christ be 
reimagined so that it no longer linked to its 
“traditional masculine imagery.” For her, the 

Jesus of the synoptic gospels is an utterly 
iconoclastic prophet whose aim was to 
establish a new social order, not only in 
terms of justice and righteousness, but 
also in terms of relations between men and 
women.
 
The Sharing of Insights
Necessarily, feminist theology has been 
written by women. But some theologians 
now want men to contribute to the 
discussion it has fostered; to share the 
insights they have gained through reading, 
discussing and reflecting upon Mary Daly, 
Rosemary Radford Ruether, Kwok Pui-lan, 
Nicola Slee and so many others. A new 
voice in this conversation is Chris Geraghty 
whose latest book is Jesus: the forgotten 
feminist.
 
Chris Geraghty
Chris Geraghty was ordained a Catholic 
priest in 1962. He seemed destined for 
the academic life and began lecturing in 
theology soon after ordination. The church 
sent Chris to France and Germany for 
further study. After 15 years as a priest, he 
left the priesthood and married. He studied 
Law and eventually became a judge of the 
District Court of New South Wales. He 
remains a “fringe dwelling” Catholic and is 
very interested in the question “How did 
Jesus treat women?”
 
Radically Inclusive
Dr Geraghty’s research has lead him to 
the view that Jesus practised a radically 
inclusive approach to women which 
challenged the inequitable beliefs and 
practices of his own culture. However, 
according to Chris Geraghty, Jesus’ words 
and actions were abandoned soon after 
his death. So it was that the early Christian 
Church took its direction from a male-only 
leadership developed by misogynist Church 
Fathers. In his own church, Geraghty sees 
this attitude maintained by a leadership 
that defines women as inferior decreeing 
that that only men can represent Jesus in 
ministry and preside at the Eucharist.
 
Humorous and Irreverent
It is important to note that this book 
about a serious subject is at times 
humorous and irreverent. Reflecting on 
his childhood, Chris writes: “I accepted 
without question an image of Jesus as a 

man’s man, travelling with his mates, whip 
in hand among the traders and financiers 
in Jerusalem, stoical, blunt, fearless and 
fearsome. He hadn’t even pretended to 
suffer patiently those religious fools who 
were in charge of the show. He had bashed 
up the bankers in the Temple precincts 
and abused the religious leaders and 
theologians. The Jesus I knew had been 
in control of his feelings and his urges, a 
natural, fine-tuned celibate, relaxed with his 
mates on the golf course, but aloof in the 
presence of women; always on his guard.” 
It is fair to say that Chris Geraghty has 
discovered a more human Jesus and has 
come to the conclusion that Jesus’ true 
attitude to women must be rediscovered 
by the church if the institution is to assist 
people embrace their own humanity.
 
Paul Bongiorno
For a short time, Chris Geraghty was a 
journalist with Channel Ten. One of those 
to endorse the book is Paul Bongiorno so 
well known to Ten viewers and to listeners 
to Radio National. Bongiornio was himself a 
Catholic priest for a few years. He praises 
Geraghty’s for his theological literacy and 
for bringing his forensic skills as a former 
judge to the task of researching primary 
sources, producing “a myth-busting wake-
up call to the church.”
 
Susan Ryan
The Sydney launch of the book was, from 
all accounts, a lively affair. Former Senator, 
Susan Ryan did the honours. Ryan was 
the first woman to be a Labor Minister. 
She served in several ministerial roles in 
the Hawke government, most notably as 
the inaugural Minister Assisting the Prime 
Minister for the Status of Women. She was 
educated by the Brigidine nuns in Maroubra. 
Ryan regards the description of Jesus in 
this book as “persuasive and attractive”. 
She adds: “Catholic feminists who have 
long argued a position like Geraghty’s will 
welcome this book, as will the general 
reader. His conclusion is that those who 
restored and still maintain the pre-Jesus 
misogyny have departed grievously from 
Jesus’ teachings. The conclusion will be 
welcomed by many and vigorously resisted 
by others.”
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Dr Christopher Geraghty
Before studying law, Dr Christopher 
Geraghty was ordained in 1962 at the 
age of 23 and had worked as a Roman 
Catholic priest attached to the Sydney 
Archdiocese.

He has a masters degree from the 
Ecole Catholique in Paris, and a doctoral 

degree in theology from the Theological 
Institute of Sydney where he had lectured 
in sacramental theology and liturgical 
studies. He left his teaching post and his 
priestly ministry in October 1976.

While studying law in the late 70s, 
Geraghty worked for the Health 
Commission of NSW as its public relations 
officer, and later for Channel 10 in Sydney 
as its legal reporter. Then after a few years 
he was employed as a solicitor by Blakes 
and joined the bar in Sydney in 1984. 

His practice included several years acting 
as junior counsel assisting the Honorable 
Justice John Slattery AO, KGCSG, QC, 
during the Chelmsford Royal Commission.

After serving for approximately 10 years 
as a judge on the Compensation Court 
of NSW, in February 2004 Christopher 
joined the District Court of NSW where he 
continued working as a judge, mainly in the 
criminal jurisdiction. 

Geraghty is the author of three memoirs 
of his time in the seminary and in the 
priesthood; Cassocks in the Wildness – 
Remembering the Seminary at Springwood, 
The Priest Factory – A Manly Vision of 
Triumph, 1958-1962 and Beyond, and more 
recently, Dancing with the Devil – A Journey 
from the Pulpit to the Bench. He is also the 
author of a major essay on the future of 
the Catholic Church, entitled Our Church 
Further Down the Track.

Hal Colebatch
Hal Colebatch is the son of the late Australian politician 
Sir Hal Colebatch and Marion, Lady Colebatch and is 
the author of Sir Hal Colebatch’s biography, Steadfast 
Knight. 

He received a BA Honours and MA in History/Politics and 
a PhD in Political Science from the University of Western 
Australia as well as degrees in jurisprudence and law.
Colebatch also stood in the 1977 and 1993 state elections 
for the seat of Perth as the Liberal candidate.

As well as Steadfast Knight, his work includes eight volumes of poetry, a series of 
science-fiction stories published in the US in the series The Man-Kzin Wars. He has 
also had books published of political, social, legal and economic commentary. He 
writes regularly for a number of publications including Quadrant and his 1999 book 
Blair’s Britain was chosen in The Spectator as a Book of the Year. He also writes for 
The American Spectator Online, op-ed articles for The Australian and occasional 
pieces for other publications including The Australian Financial Review, IPA Review,  
The Salisbury Review and The New Criterion.

He spent a lot of time in Britain, the Middle East and Europe. He has also worked 
for the Australian Institute for Public Policy, the “dry” think-tank established by 
John Hyde, former MHR for Moore, and engineering tycoon Harold Clough, Debrett’s 
publications and on the staff of two federal ministers - the Hon. Sir Victor Garland and 
the Hon. Senator Chris Ellison. He has also run his own law practice, after completing 
articles with Stone James in Perth.

Colebatch has tutored in creative writing at Curtin University, political science at 
the University of Western Australia, torts and contract law at Curtin University, and 
lectured in international law at Edith Cowan University and Notre Dame University. 
Many of his poems concern Perth and its suburbs, the Swan River and Rottnest 
Island, as well as travels in Britain, Asia, the Middle East and elsewhere. His book 
Australia’s Secret War won the 2014 Prime Minister’s Literary Award for history. It 
was chosen as a Book of the Year by the Spectator Australia.
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Father Neil Brown
And for a final word, to Father Neil Brown a 
Catholic priest and theologian within the 
archdiocese of Sydney. Father Brown is 
the author of two highly regarded works: 
Christians in a Pluralist Society and Spirit 
of the World. He is parish priest of St 
Anne’s, Bondi Beach, Sydney. In praising 
Jesus: the forgotten feminist, he writes: 
“The living Christian tradition preserves 
the rich heritage of a past that has meant 
so much to countless multitudes over 
the centuries. The great strength of this 
tradition is that also has within it the power 
and resources to break open the prison 
doors of the past and present to allow 
something new and fresh to appear. Chris 
Geraghty has allowed the women who were 
so important in Jesus’ ministry, but pushed 
onto the sidelines by his male followers, to 
regain their truly prominent position in the 
gospel story. Now off the sidelines into the 
centre of the field, I expect them to find 
their voices.”
 
An Evening with Chris Geraghty
We were approached by a group of 
Catholic people to host an evening with 
Chris Geraghty and to hear his thoughts 
on Jesus: the forgotten feminist. We are 
looking forward to it.

Frank Sheehan
Chaplain
Director of the Centre for Ethics
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Dr Justin Coulson is one of Australia’s leading parenting 
experts and is a highly sought after international 
speaker and author.

After a highly successful radio career, Justin returned to 
school in his late 20s and graduated with a psychology 
degree from the University of Queensland and a PhD in 
psychology from the University of Wollongong. He has 
written multiple peer-reviewed journal articles and scholarly 
book chapters, as well as several books and eBooks about 
parenting, including the recently released 21 Days to a 
Happier Family.

Justin is an Honorary Fellow at the Centre for Positive Psychology in the Graduate 
School of Education at the University of Melbourne. He is a consultant to the Federal 
Government’s Office of the Children’s e-Safety Commissioner, and acts in an advisory 
capacity to well-known organisations including Beyond Blue, the Raising Children 
Network, Life Education, Intel Security, and the Alannah and Madeline Foundation.

In addition, Justin is consistently sought after by the media for his expertise. He writes 
a weekly parenting advice column for Sydney’s Daily Telegraph, appears regularly on The 
Project, the TODAY Show, Studio 10, Mornings, a large number of radio stations around 
the nation, and he is the parenting expert at kidspot.com.au, Australia’s number one 
parenting website.
 
Justin and his wife are the parents of six daughters.

Dr Justin Coulson

Professor  
Raymond da Silva Rosa

Raymond da Silva Rosa is a Professor 
of Finance at the University of Western 
Australia’s Business School. He is an 
elected member of the University of 
Western Australia’s Senate, Member of 
its Academic Council and President of 
the Academic Staff Association. 

Raymond is also the Australian President 
of the Accounting and Finance Association 
of Australia and New Zealand. He is 
a member of the Editorial Boards of 
Accounting and Finance (Journal) 
Australian Journal of Management and 
is the WA Representative on SIRCA’s 
Membership Research Committee.

He has taught in the MBA program at 
Melbourne Business School, in the 
Masters Program at the University 
of Sydney and at the Stern School of 
Business, New York University where 
he lectured in Behavioural Finance. 
Raymond wrote his PhD thesis on the 
share market consequences of mergers 
and acquisitions and retains an ongoing 
research interest in this area.

Raymond has also provided opinion as 
an expert witness on several occasions 
in lawsuits that arose from disputed 
contests for corporate control.

Formally appointed as a Special Economic Advisor to 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), 
the official name of North Korea, Rudi Sirr has built 
a wide-ranging network of contacts in many of the 
major international institutions, governments and 
multinational corporations. 

During his time at Lloyd’s in the 1970s, he developed a 
connection with the North Korean state-owned insurance 
company, leading to a personal relationship with the government of North Korea. A 
relationship which started as a personal friendship and later evolved into a commercial 
and economic advisory role.
 
His relationship with the DPRK has withstood years of turbulence which is now pivotal 
to take advantage of the welcomed thawing of the country’s relationship with the 
international community.
 
In addition to his role with the DPRK, Rudi is special advisor to the Autonomous 
Bougainville Government; helping to lay a foundation upon which to develop its economy, 
leading up to its independence referendum in 2019. He chairs Daegian Pte Ltd, a 
Singapore based portal with a direct channel to the DPRK government to attract foreign 
investment.
 
Rudi has over 50 years international experience at the forefront of insurance and risk 
management, having pioneered ground-breaking methodologies with insurance entities 
around the globe.

Rudi Sirr



CALENDAR OF EVENTS  -  TERM 3 2018
DATE EVENT AND TOPIC SPEAKER TIME LOCATION

Every Thursday Christ Church Credo Matt Smith 1.00pm Q1

Wednesday  Screening Generation X Dr Christina Lee Day Classroom
18 July 

Friday  Roc Teen Claire Eaton Day Classroom
20 July 

Monday  Steadfast Knight Hal Colebatch Day Classroom
23 July 

Wednesday  Insights from Poetry Jakub Dammer Day Classroom
25 July 

Tuesday  Resilience Greg Mitchell Day Classroom 
7 August 

Thursday  The 38th Parallel Rudi Sirr  RSVP: https://goo.gl/xZN1da
9 August  Special Economic Advisor  
  to the Democratic People’s 
  Republic of Korea  
 
Wednesday  Parenting Tools to Help Your   Dr Justin Coulson   RSVP: https://goo.gl/xgr7qS 
15 August Adolescent Thrive
 and You to Survive!
 
Thursday  In Your Head  Akram Azimi   RSVP
30 August  Ashleigh Nelson   9442 1705
  Paris Mitchell

Tuesday  West Australian Book Launch of  Dr Chris Geraghty  7.30pm  RSVP
4 September  Jesus – the forgotten feminist   9442 1705
    
Thursday  The Ethics of Financial  Professor  Day  Classroom 
6 September  Responsibility  Raymond da Silva Rosa
    
17, 18 and 19  Year 11 Leadership  Susie Ascott  Day
September  Father Peter Boyland
  Frank Sheehan
  
Monday  Ethics Book Club Frank Sheehan 7.30pm RSVP
17 September    9442 1705

Thursday
20 September Boys in Education Greg Mitchell Day Classroom
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Dr Christina Lee 

Dr Christina Lee is Senior Lecturer in Literary and Cultural Studies at Curtin University, specialising in Cultural 
Studies and Film Studies. She is the author of Screening Generation X: The Politics and Popular Memory of 
Youth in Contemporary Cinema, and has edited two books on cinema and spectral spaces. Having taught at 
the Year 12 English and Literature Conference held at Curtin University for several years, she is now Chair of 
the Conference Committee.


