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GREG SHERIDAN
Greg Sheridan has been the foreign editor
of the Australian newspaper for more
than a quarter of a century. He is also well
known as a commentator on radio and
television and is the author of several
books including Cities of the Hot Zone,
Asian Values, Living With Dragons, Tigers:
Leaders of the New Asia-Pacific, Asian
Values, Western Dreams and When We
Were Young and Foolish.
CITIES OF THE HOT ZONE
Cities of the Hot Zone is a about Sheridan’s
personal journey to six Asian cities which
have intrigued, surprised and charmed him.
The cities are Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, Hanoi,
Saigon, Singapore and Hong Kong. Asian
Values, Western Dreams examines the
ways in which countries in the Asian region
reconcile their traditional values with those
of the Western world. Twenty years ago, he
wrote Tigers: Leaders of the New AsiaPacific which was a study of the then most
powerful political leaders in the new Asia.

WHEN WE WERE YOUNG AND FOOLISH
The subtitle of his book When We Were
Young and Foolish is “a memoir of my
misguided youth with Tony Abbott, Bob
Carr, Malcolm Turnbull & other reprobates”.
Later in life, he and Kevin Rudd became
friends.
GOD IS GOOD FOR YOU
Clearly, Greg Sheridan has been absorbed
by politics, particularly as it relates to
Australia’s place in Asia. But now he
has taken on the venerable and ancient
role of apologist, turning his attention
to “a defence of Christianity in troubled
times”. It’s the subtitle of his latest book
God is Good For You. In writing this work
he has not completely abandoned his
fascination with political matters because
the second section, which is headed
“Christians”, is based on interviews with
a variety of politicians, some of them
highly influential. Unsurprisingly, he tells
us about the religious life of his old friend
Tony Abbott as well as two other former
Prime Ministers: John Howard and Kevin
Rudd. He writes about Malcom Turnbull, a
convert to Catholicism from Anglicanism,
along with Bill Shorten who moved in the
opposite direction. Kim Beazley (Anglican),

Penny Wong (Uniting Church) and Christine
Keneally (Catholic) speak openly about
their faith. Peter Costello tells us about
being a Baptist.
MICHAEL TATE AND ANDREW HASTIE
Greg Sheridan interviews Michael Tate
who was a minister in the Hawke and
Keating governments. Tate then went on
to become Australia’s ambassador to
the Vatican and the Netherlands. In May
2000, he was ordained a Catholic priest by
the Archbishop of Hobart. He is now Vicar
General in that diocese.
A name which is perhaps more familiar to
those of us in Western Australia is Andrew
Hastie, the member for the federal seat of
Canning. Sheridan points out that Hastie
tries privately to read a passage from
scripture each day and to reflect upon it.
“At his parliamentary office he has the
Book of Common Prayer and also The Valley
of Vision, a book of classic Puritan prayers
and reflections.” Hastie subscribes to Rod
Dreher’s ideas in the runaway best seller
The Benedict Option: “Christians need to
understand they are in the minority and
focus on building up and ‘thickening’ their
local faith communities.”
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THE APOLOGISTS
As we noted, God is Good For You offers
a justification for Christianity. There is
nothing new in this approach. It is called
apologetics, from the Greek
meaning “speech in defence” and it goes
back to Paul the Apostle. The Patristics
engaged in it with great enthusiasm.
Origen, Justin Martyr, Tertullian and
Augustine of Hippo led the way with
tremendous energy and erudition. In the
Middle Ages, Thomas Aquinas and Anselm
of Canterbury joined the fray. In the lead
up to the Enlightenment, when radical
questions were asked of Christianity,
Blaise Pascal used his considerable
intellect to put forward a case for the
Christian faith. Perhaps the most famous
apologist is John Henry Newman who,
in 1864, published his Apologia Pro Vita
Sua (A defence of one’s life). Later, G. K.
Chesterton and C. S. Lewis used the power
of story to confront a sceptical age.
RICHARD G. SWINBURNE
Over the last 50 years, Richard G.
Swinburne, Emeritus Professor of
Philosophy at the University of Oxford, has
been an influential proponent of arguments
for the existence of God. He is best known
for his writing about the philosophy of
religion and the philosophy of science. His
books include The Coherence of Theism,
The Existence of God, and Faith and
Reason.
ALISTER MCGRATH
Modern apologists are very ready take a
robust approach. Alister McGrath FRSA
is a Northern Irish theologian, Anglican
priest, scientist and public intellectual
who currently holds the Andreas Idreos
Professorship in Science and Religion in
the Faculty of Theology and Religion at
the University of Oxford. McGrath holds
three doctorates from Oxford: a DPhil
in Molecular Biophysics, a Doctorate in
Divinity and a Doctor of Intellectual History.
His best known books are The Twilight
of Atheism, The Dawkins Delusion and
Dawkin’s God: Genes, Memes, and the
Meaning of Life. He has also taught at
Cambridge.
THE INTELLECTUAL STRATOSPHERE
It is not necessary that Christian
apologetics be conducted in the

intellectual stratosphere inhabited by
some of those mentioned above. On the
other hand, it is comforting to know that
there are plenty of fine minds who are not
the least intimidated by those known as
the New Atheists such as Richard Dawkins
and AC Grayling. Sheridan thinks that
these thinkers have not issued a serious
challenge to religion. They have been used
to mobilise the dynamics of celebrity to
give an atheist benediction to the atheist
culture.
WHAT DID WE EVER GET FROM
CHRISTIANITY?
For the general reader, Greg Sheridan’s
writing is invaluable. Unfazed by those who
would consign religion to the dustbin of
history, he asserts that believing in God is
rational, that atheism is an odd religious
faith and that these new atheists are false
prophets. He outlines Christian belief and,
borrowing from “The Life of Brian”, asks
what did we ever get from Christianity? Not
much, apart from the idea of the individual,
human rights, feminism, liberalism, social
justice and secular politics. He does not
shy away Christianity’s problems which
include the presence of evil and belief in
God’s goodness as well as the mystery
of suffering. In our current climate he is
obliged to face the sins of Christianity and
the many failures of institutional religion.
He ends part one by urging people to read
the Old Testament and thus be astonished.
BISHOP ROBERT BARRON
One of the more interesting and engaging
modern apologists is the Catholic bishop,
Robert Barron. In television programmes
that are broadcast on networks across
America, he reminds viewers of the
positive ways in which Christianity has
helped shape Western civilization, not
only intellectually but in so many aspects
of high culture such as music, art and
literature as well as, of course, spirituality.
Greg Sheridan’s new book dwells on this
contribution and celebrates it.
THE JUDEO-CHRISTIAN TRADITION
As Sheridan points out, the JudeoChristian tradition has created and
underpinned the moral and legal fabric of
Western civilization for about 2,000 years.
However, now we have reached a point in
both Australia and many parts of the West

where Christianity has become a minority
faith rather than the mainstream belief.
Sheridan is responding to this crisis.
A POINT OF NO RETURN
In a recent interview on Radio National’s
The Spirit of Things, Greg Sheridan was
asked by Rachael Kohn whether we in
Australia have passed a point of no
return concerning the value of religion. Is
it possible to convince Australians that
religion contributes something positive
to our society? Sheridan believes that we
have indeed passed this point of no return.
He likes to quote from the poet Philip
Larkin: ‘What is left when disbelief is gone?’
According to Sheridan, we are almost at
a post, post-Christian phase now. “The
majority of Christian believers are older folk
and the majority of younger people have
been denied a knowledge of what they
don’t believe in.
THE SOCIAL CAPITAL OF CHRISTIANITY
As Sheridan sees it, we are not a society
which is going to live off the moral capital
of Christianity. Nonetheless, conscious
that Christianity is a missionary religion,
he believes it is never too late and that
Christianity will never disappear. It will just
be smaller and on the margins of Australian
society.
ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY FISHER
One who is more optimistic than Sheridan
about the staying power of the church
is The Most Reverend Anthony Fisher,
the Catholic Archbishop of Sydney. Greg
Sheridan points out that Archbishop Fisher
was profoundly influenced by the example
of Tony Abbott when they together
attended St Ignatius, Riverview, a Jesuit
school in Sydney. After a stellar academic
performance at Riverview and then at
Sydney University, Fisher was a young
star solicitor at Clayton Utz. His career
path seemed assured but the idea of the
priesthood would not go away. Eventually,
he joined the Dominicans, the Order of
Preachers. In secular Australia, Fisher’s
choice of the priesthood with its life of
celibacy, obedience, effective poverty
and prayer are hard to fathom. But he tells
Sheridan that he is happy: “I have been very
happy in the priesthood. I remain mystified
that more people don’t give it a try, or
aren’t happy in it.”
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BOB CARR
Former Foreign Minister, Bob Carr clearly
enjoyed God Is Good For You. “Bluntly
put, I am a sceptic…But Greg Sheridan’s
honesty confronting the steep decline in
belief will recruit non-believers to join his
lively hike through the frontline trenches of
the argument whether God exists.”

Glenn Gerber
Glenn Gerber is a
motivational speaker
whose drive is to
empower the next
generation to become
the best version of
themselves. By delivering
a series of proven,
motivational workshops,
he helps young adults
who lack self-image and
confidence to reach their
true potential and build
resiliency.

KIM BEAZLEY
Another to commend the book is Western
Australia’s current Governor, Mr Kim
Beazley. Mr Beazley makes the point that
“It is not easy being a Christian and it
will get harder.” He goes on to say that
being a Christian is “a product of faith
and experience. But faith fluctuates
and is always challenged. It is helped by
knowledge, both of the essence of faith
and its societal situation. Greg Sheridan
seeks that understanding. This book is the
best that I have read for a long time that
meets that need in me, and I suspect will
for many others.”
KEVIN RUDD
And for a final word, to Kevin Rudd: “Jesus
Christ was not an ethical triumphalist. He
always favours the poor, the sinners, the
theologically illiterate. So he’s in pretty
good company in Australian politics.”

Frank Sheehan
Chaplain
Director of the Centre for Ethics

Yannick Spencer
Yannick Spencer, Christ Church Grammar School Captain in 2005, holds a
Masters in Public Policy with Distinction from the University of Oxford, and a
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and International Relations with First Class
Honours from the University of Western Australia. He is also a registered yoga
teacher.
English students have been
studying The Reluctant
Fundamentalist by Mohsin
Hamid, whose central character
experiences the heady highs
of the lifestyle of a consultant,
whilst also witnessing the
dark-underbelly of a business
culture driven by efficiency and
results above all else. Yannick
will discuss his own experiences
within the world of management
consultancy, particularly
his experience at McKinsey
and Co, the same company
that Hamid worked at before
becoming a novelist. Yannick
will provide students with his
own perspectives on the War on
Terror, and the post-9/11 western
climate, a major conceptual focus
within our class this year.
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Dr Lucy Dougan
Lucy Dougan’s books include White Clay
(Giramondo), Meanderthals (Web del Sol)
and The Guardians (Giramondo). She has
been published in a range of journals both
here and overseas, and has had work
represented in many anthologies. She has
worked in arts administration, as a tertiary
teacher of creative writing, literature and
film, and as poetry editor of HEAT magazine.
Lucy has collaborated on several public
art projects with sculptors Nicole and Alex
Mickle and currently works as Program Director for the China-Australia
Writing Centre at Curtin University. Her PhD, concerning representation of
Naples, was awarded in 2010. The Guardians won the WA Premier’s Prize for
Poetry in 2016.
Lucy co-edited The Collected Poems of Fay Zwicky with Tim Dolan.

Captain XXX
Captain XXX, a Christ Church old boy,
entered the Australian Defence Force
in 2009 having completed a Bachelor
of Commerce Majoring in Property and
Commercial Law from Curtin University.
In 2011, he graduated from the Royal
Military Academy – Duntroon and was
allocated Infantry Corps with The 2nd
Battalion based in Townsville. Captain XXX
served within 2 RAR for three and a half
years and deployed as part of Mentoring
Task Force 3 to Afghanistan during his
tenure.
Captain XXX is currently posted to 16th
Battalion, The Royal West Australian
Regiment where he is filling the role
as Adjutant. During his tenure he was
deployed to Kabul, Afghanistan as a NATO
embed as part of Australia’s contribution
to Operation Resolute Support. He served
within the 4 Star Headquarters as both the
Afghan National Defence Security Forces
LNO and the Military Assistant to Chief of
Operations, Afghanistan. For his efforts
he was awarded the Army Commendation
Medal with ‘C’ Device from the United
States Army.

Claire Eaton
Resilience, Optimism and Confidence
In each session, Claire Eaton draws upon her experience raising her own teenager,
11 years coaching youth in private practice and 25 years as an educator. Claire
teaches students ways in which to build resilience, optimism and confidence into
their lives.
She holds a Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Education, and Certificate of Master and
Performance Coaching. Additionally, she is an NLP Practitioner, EFT Trained, Rites of
Passage Facilitator, Circle Leader Accredited and ASIST Trained.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS - TERM 4 2018
DATE

EVENT AND TOPIC

SPEAKER

TIME

LOCATION

Every
Thursday

Christ Church Credo

The Rev. Nick Russell

12.45pm

Q1A

Monday
16 October

Leadership

Greg Mitchell

Day

Classroom

Wednesday
18 October

The Poetry of Life

James Foley

Day

Classroom

Wednesday
18 October

In Character

Amanda Betts

Day

Classroom

12.30pm to
1.30pm
Facilitators

RSVP
http://bit.ly/CCGS-2018

Saturday
Time and Space
Bill Jennings
27 October			
Year 7		
Mother Son event
			
			
			
Sunday
When Icons Meet
28 October		
		
Monday
Beyond Barriers
29 October

1.30pm to
4.00pm
Mothers and Sons

Sabrina Hahn
3.00pm to 5.00pm
Richard Offen		

RSVP
www.trybooking.com/VZFE

Glenn Gerber

Classrooms

Day

Wednesday
7 November

An Enigmatic
Mr Ian Hardy
Evening
Presentation			

Classroom

Monday
12 November

Beyond Literalism

Yannick Spencer

Day

Classroom

Tuesday
13 November

Service under Fire

Captain XXX

Day

Classroom

Monday
Poetic Sources
Dr Lucy Dougan
Day
19 November
		
Wednesday
Ethics
Frank Sheehan
7.30pm
21 November
Book Club			

Classroom

Thursday
22 November

Roc Teen

Day

Classroom

Wednesday
28 November

Christmas Carol		
Service

7.30pm

School Chapel

Monday
24 December

Nativity Play		

10.00am

School Chapel

Monday
24 December

Christmas Eve service		

8.00pm

School Chapel

Claire Eaton

				
			

RSVP
9442 1705

Time & Space for ‘Mothers and Sons’
Christ Church Grammar School is
delighted to offer you an opportunity
to experience a lifetime memory with
your son at the annual ‘Mother and
Son’ Event.
This innovative afternoon program is part of some
special transition events that we offer our Year 7
students on Saturday 27 October.
Times of transition can be a major event in our
boys’ lives. As their ride on the adolescent roller
coaster continues, their teenage years fly by. They
are growing up and the opportunity to reflect on the
challenges and the joys being faced by you and
them is one not to be missed.
This is a great event for the boys as they witness their
mothers discussing what it means to them to be a
mum (or female mentor) and see how you handle
the ‘letting go’ process as they start to forge some
independence.
We are bringing Bill Jennings to
our school to facilitate this unique
event. Bill is the creator and founder
of ‘Time & Space’ (www.timespace.com.au), a service he has
developed to give people just that
– ‘time and space’ for parents and
their children to share important
moments together in a school
community setting. This program
has a whole range of memorable
moments that include carefully
guided interactions with other
mothers and their sons.

Mothers will emerge from the event reassured and
impressed by the way our students are able to
speak up and share insights about their lives. And
be assured that the event is fun too… full of activities
and conversations that will make us smile as well.
Come along and enjoy a unique experience –
dedicated time with each other in the midst of the
special community atmosphere that we have here
at Christ Church Grammar School.

To register please:
Visit the link http://bit.ly/CCGS-2018
This helps with our activity planning for the session.
This session is exclusive to Year 7. There is no charge
for this event.
If you have any other enquiries, please call
Teresa Scott on 9442 1705.
We know that families come in all shapes and sizes and not all
mothers can attend an event such as this. A female mentor such
as a grandmother, aunt or family friend is welcome to attend.

Year 7 Mother and Son Event
Saturday 27 October 2018
Chapel
Start at 1.30pm and finish by 4.00pm

A program for mothers and sons

