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Creating Child Safe Institutions        
The School is seeking endorsement from Council to implement the Creating Child Safe Institutions 
framework published by the Royal Commission into institutional responses to child sexual abuse. 
The framework will drive implementation of a child safe culture across the School to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of all students. 
 
Renewal of School registration                          
Due to the commencement of a new Chair of Council, Deputy Principal and Head of the Prep 
School along with new requirements and standards, the date of the School’s renewal of 
registration visit has been changed to Wednesday 19 June 2019.   
 
Staffing  
Appointments 

 Daniela Chacon: Acting Co-ordinator Prep School PMC for 2019 (Internal) 

 Troy Higginbottom: Acting Director of Pastoral Care, Planning & Co-curricular (Internal) 

 Beatriz Rueda: Prep School Education Assistant 

 Hollie Sadler: Acting Co-ordinator Prep School PMC (Internal) 

 Sophie Smith: Teacher Librarian 

 Kim Tran: Music Teacher  

 Warwick Yeates: English Teacher  
 

Resignations 

 Laura Burt: Outdoor Education Teacher 

 Hannah Clynick: Philanthropy Associate 

 Sally Evans: Clothing Service 

 Clare Macfarlane: English Teacher 

 T’Ann Steel: School Teacher 

 Leonie Wynne: Executive Assistant to Director of Planning & Co-curricular 
 
Briefing the Board  
The AISWA Briefing the Board Conference will be held on Saturday 6 April 2019 at Swan Christian 
College. If you would like to attend please RSVP to Eun Bryan. 
 
Secondary Principals' Advisory Committee                        
I have been invited by SCSA to join the Secondary Principal’s Advisory Committee. This will be a 
great opportunity for me to meet and discuss critical issues for the School and the assessment 
process for our students with other Principals and SCSA. 
 
Prep School build           
By the end of January 2019, all Prep School staff and students will have moved into the new 
building. The official opening will be on the evening of Wednesday 6 February 2019. 
 
Prep School House names        
The new Prep School House names were announced at the final Prep School Assembly and Prize 
Giving on Tuesday 4 December 2019.  
Dale House – Goanna/Karda 
Forrest House – Crow (Australian Raven)/Wardung 
Giles House – (Bottlenose) Dolphin/Kearla 
Stirling House – Kangaroo/Yonga 
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New Chair of Council                     
As shared in my email to Council on Friday 30 November 2018, the Christ Church community were 
informed of the new Chair and Deputy Chair of Council and the appointment of Colleen Hayward 
and Hamish Jolly. 
 
Final day for 2018 academic year  
The School celebrated its final day of the academic year on Tuesday 4 December 2018. The final 
Prep and Senior School assemblies were held on this day and acknowledged the success of the 
boys over the year in their studies, sport and performing arts. 
 
Annual funds received from the WA State Government                                                           
In previous years, non-government schools have been required to acquit the annual funds 
received from the WA State Government on a fiscal year basis (i.e. 1 July to 30 June), with signed 
acquittals required to be returned to the Department by 31 December each year. This year, the 
Department will be shifting to a calendar year acquittal process (i.e. 1 January to 31 December), 
with signed acquittals required to be returned to the Department by 30 June the following year.  
The shift is in response to feedback received from schools and governing bodies over the years, 
indicating that a calendar year acquittal process would better align with school calendars and 
mirror the Commonwealth Government’s grant reporting requirements. This would also allow 
school auditors the opportunity to potentially sign off on all grant funding received by a school at 
the same time. 
 
School SES scores           
As shared in John Price’s email to Council on 20 November 2019, the update of the SES (Socio-
Economic Score) based on the 2016 Census has been released. This information was held back 
whilst the Chaney review (National School Resourcing Board) was conducted on school funding. 
The decision was made that that using parents ‘taxable income’ was a better way to arrive at the 
‘capacity to pay’ position. The School will remain on the 2011 funding model and our 2016 SES has 
increased from 125 to 126 which means we will continue to receive the least amount of federal 
funding of any school in WA. 
 
Freedom of religion                                                                                                                                   
Beth Blackwood, CEO of AHISA, represented AHISA at the recent Australian Senate inquiry into 
‘legislative exemptions that allow faith-based educational institutions to discriminate against 
students, teachers and staff’. Beth cautioned the inquiry that a hasty decision may have 
unintended consequences and advocated for the release of the Ruddock Review. The report of the 
inquiry is now available at:          
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Legal_and_Constitutional_
Affairs/Schooldiscrimination/Report.  
 
PLC  
Dr Kate Hadwen has resigned as Principal of PLC as of the end of Tern 2, 2019. Kate will be moving 
to Sydney and commence as Principal of Pymble Ladies’ College in Term 3, 2019.  
 
Thank you  
I would like to pass on my thanks to all members of School Council for a fantastic 2018. The School 
has had a very successful year and the leadership from Council is much appreciated.  
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Ben’s an Olympian when 
it comes to science

Ben Davison-Petch won’t 
be relaxing over the summer 
school holidays.

The Christ Church Grammar 
School Year 11 student is 
preparing for the Australian 
Science Olympiad’s summer 
school in Canberra in January.

“The Olympiad is held over 16 
days at the Australian National 
University,” Ben said.

“There was a three-hour exam 
in August and they chose the top 
students from each discipline.”

Ninety-four students will be 
at the Olympiad, where Ben will 
participate in physics, chemis-
try, and informatics.

“I really like the maths side 
of science,” he said.

“Applied maths is a lot of fun.”
Ben hopes to get into computer 

science, which is something of 
a family tradition.

“My grandfather on my 
mother’s side studied physics at 
Cambridge University,” he said.

“My grandfather on my father’s 

side did it at Oxford, and they 
both did computer science as 
a career.

“Computer science was a 
branch of mathematics for a 
while and became a degree 
subject only relatively recently.

“It covers how everything 
works, from the transmission 
of bits over a wire to how data-
bases work.”

Ben said four years of coding 
and other computer subjects at 
Christ Church in years 7 to 10 
had prepared him well.

“They have good classes here 
and computer languages I know 
are Python, Swift, Javascript, 
C++, and others,” he said.

Christ Church science head 
Edward Hogg said the school 
was proud of Ben’s Olympiad 
selection.

“It is great to see our boys con-
tinuing to excel in the sciences 
year after year,” Mr Hogg said.

Maths man … Ben Davison-Petch with a Wimshurst electrostatic gen-
erator in a Christ Church Grammar School lab. Photo: Billie Fairclough

Grumbly-gut 
monitor wins 

award for 
UWA project
A University of WA research 

project that uses acoustic sens-
ing technology to detect gut 
disorders, and could replace 
the usual invasive colonoscopy 
method, has taken out a top 
honour in the Innovator of the 
Year Awards.

The WA government awards 
acknowledge and reward ex-
ceptional West Australians who 
have developed an outstanding 
innovative product, technology 
or service.

Irritable bowel syndrome 
(IBS) affects 11% of the world’s 
population.  

The present method to diag-
nose it through a colonoscopy 
is time-consuming, invasive to 
patients and costly to the health 
system.

The UWA research team, 
headed by Nobel laureate 
Professor Barry Marshall, has 
developed an acoustic belt 
that listens to, records and 
analyses gut noises linked to gut 
disorders, for faster and more 
effective diagnosis. 

Through the award program, 
the UWA team will receive com-
mercialisation training, men-
toring and advice on business 
development and fi nance to help 
commercialise their invention.

The tummy-noise monitor.

High kerb concern
Residents in a short Cottesloe 

cul-de-sac might have their 
high kerbing re-done.

“I didn’t think it needed doing. 
It wasn’t bad,” Graham Court’s 
Stephanie James said of the 
high kerbs.

Some residents were sur-
prised when council contractors 
installed high barrier kerbing, 
instead of the lower car-friendly 
kind.

“We have a very small street 
and there’s not much chance of 
heavy traffi c,” Ms James said.

“We probably have 20 traffi c 
movements a day.

“We were only informed the 
week before with a fl yer.”

She said there were worries 
older residents in the street 
might not be able to get their 
bins over the new kerbing.

Contractors also re-sealed the 
road, which is off Broome Street.

“In restoring the kerb to the 
original specifi cations, some 
parts of the verge used for park-
ing and other activities became 
problematic,” a council spokes-
woman said.

“The council is working with 
the residents and alterations 
will be made as necessary.

“If any resident has a concern, 
they are welcome to contact the 
council so that we can consider 
their request.”

TRINITY ARCADE: 671 HAY STREET MALL, PERTH. T (08) 9321 8621.
CLAREMONT QUARTER: SHP 170, 23 ST. QUENTIN AVE, CLAREMONT.  T (08) 9284 7700.
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