Queenslea
Quarterly

Ter m 1 2019

Dear Queenslea Club members
Happy New Year. I hope you had a wonderful break and time to recharge and be
with loved ones. At the beginning of the year many of us reflect on the year that has
just passed and think about the exciting beginnings ahead. For the Christ Church
community 2018 was a wonderful year and the year ahead looks similarly as promising.
The cohort of 2018 performed very well in their final exams. We had three students
who achieved the maximum ATAR of 99.95 – special congratulations go to William Hu,
Matthew Hamdorf and Amitabh Jeganathan, and more than 58% of students obtained
an ATAR greater than or equal to 90 which is outstanding. Additionally, the median ATAR
of 91.60 was achieved which was well above the State Median of 81.80.
In sport we had PSA wins in Firsts Tennis (Corr Cup), Water Polo (Dickinson Shield),
Rowing (Hamer Cup) and Swimming (Tregonning Cup). In the winter season, we saw
two extra PSA premiership wins - the Ray House Cup in Hockey and Moyes Trophy
in Cross Country. All boys have been exceptional in their respective codes and our
philosophy regarding sport remains that the educational benefits of playing sport far
outweigh the winning of trophies.
The introduction of our new program for Year 9 boys, The Making of Men, was
certainly a highlight and it was wonderful to hear first-hand feedback from the boys
as they completed this ‘rites of passage’ program. All participants were particularly
complimentary about the program and the positive change in the boys was palpable.

Our 2018 Drama season concluded
with the witty and wildly theatrical
production of Into the Woods.
Featuring a talented cast of 18 to
25-year-old emerging performers from
Western Australia, the Midnite Youth
Theatre Company production proved
a popular sell-out across four days of
performance at the State Theatre Centre
of Western Australia.

Our access to the Swan River took on a new look with a spectacular redevelopment and
now, boys from Pre-Kindergarten to Year 12 are able to enjoy ‘nature’s classroom’ (read
more in this edition), launch rowing boats, take the stand up paddle boards out on the
river and participate in Marine Studies all in a very safe and easily accessible location.
Our new Preparatory School build reached completion towards the end of Term 4 and
this week we officially opened the new facility with a stirring Welcome to Country,
followed by ribbon cutting by the Archbishop of Perth, The Most Reverend Kay
Goldsworthy AO. The Prep boys have all been very excited to move into their brand new
classrooms. This week we also welcomed our newest and youngest students into the
new Early Learning Community (ELC), which includes Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten
and Pre-Primary. Featuring 36 state of the art classrooms and over 5000sqm of
innovative learning spaces, the facility has been designed specifically with boys in mind.
The inaugural Principal’s Bike Ride was a fantastic experience for all involved last year
and I am pleased to announce that we will be doing it all again on 17 March.
The success of any school is dependent upon its people, and we are extremely
fortunate with the quality of the Christ Church Grammar School teaching staff, and
blessed to have such an exceptional school community. We are truly committed to
being a school that builds good men and without you this would not be possible.
I wish you all a great 2019.
Alan Jones
Principal
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Christ Church gets approval
for joint Aquatic Precinct

Top performers
bring home Junior
Young Physicists’
trophy
A magnificent win was celebrated in Term
4 as the Senior School recognised the
achievements of five top performers at the
Junior Young Physicists’ (JYPT) Tournament
held in Hobart, Tasmania.
Year 10 Physics students Jason Lu, Kartikeya
Kaushal, Declan Barrett, Adam Robbins and Lucas
Kailis proudly showcased the trophy on stage and
were congratulated by Principal Alan Jones on their
achievement.
The tournament involved the boys answering a
series of questions related to their understandings,
processes and findings to five different physics
problems; soap bubbles, falling dominoes, laser
liquid light guide, torn sail and a gaussian canon.
Work has commenced on a joint Aquatic Precinct between
Christ Church Grammar School and Methodist Ladies’ College.
The new 40 x 25 metre heated pool, to be situated on MLC’s campus
and near the existing Christ Church pool, will provide both schools
with an Olympic water polo pool or two 20 x 25 metre water polo
pools.
“Once completed, we will have a precinct that is among the best of
its kind across independent schools in Australia,” says Principal Alan
Jones.
“Our existing Christ Church 50 metre pool will remain available for lap
training, carnivals and lessons.”
“With a shortage of water polo facilities in Perth, this will enable our
boys to train and play home PSA fixtures in the new pool.“
“Both Christ Church and MLC are excited by the opportunities
this development presents for all of our students and the wider
community.”
Completion of the joint Aquatic Precinct is marked for early 2020 with
both schools contributing in equal measure to fund the development.
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“Christ Church won the final in a very close contest
with The Hutchins School, previous tournament
champions,” says Physics Teacher and tour
coordinator, Ms Caitlin Owen.
“Despite this being our first year in the tournament,
the boys really pulled together and made big
improvements on their performance each
progressive round. A fantastic achievement that
the boys should be proud of.”
“In the two terms leading up, the boys were
dedicated in their training, completing multiple
sessions per week including during after school
and lunch times.”
“The boys also made really good friends with
students from The Hutchins School and other
schools while at the tournament.”
Each year, the JYPT presents an exciting
opportunity for teams of enthusiastic Science
students to come together, participate in Physics
Fights and collaborate with fellow student
scientists from across the Asia Pacific Region.
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Preparatory boys
embrace nature’s
outdoor classroom

Boys from Pre-Primary to Year 2 participated in Outdoor
Classroom Day during Term 4, involving plenty of fun
activities down at the School’s newly redeveloped river
precinct.
They enjoyed storytelling with the wonderfully wild tales of
The 104 Storey Treehouse, followed by an opportunity for some
creative writing by the banks of the Swan River.
“This was our first year participating in Outdoor Classroom Day
and the boys absolutely loved the outdoor learning experience
which included morning tea and lunch by the river,” said
Pre-Primary Teacher, Ms Letitia Simon.
“By teaching outdoors, the boys become more focused,
creative and imaginative. They build social and team working
skills, test their own boundaries and solve their own dilemmas.
Ultimately, it is central to their development.”
“In 2017, over 2.3 million children worldwide took part, with
200,000 in Australia alone.”
The concept of Outdoor Classroom Day started in 2012 and
was originally referred to as Empty Classroom Day. Now a
global campaign, thousands of schools around the globe take
part.

CCGSACU crowned
‘best performing Army
Cadet Unit’

For the second time in five years, the School’s Army Cadet
Unit has proudly won the Returned and Services League
of Western Australia Unit Efficiency Shield for the ‘best
performing Army Cadet Unit.’
The annual award is presented to the most efficient cadet
unit in the state, based on annual camp competition results,
percentage of unit attendance, community service support and
Duke of Edinburgh awards.
“Congratulations to our 75 cadets for their consistent
performance across all exercises, promotion courses and
community service activities,” says Major Duane Nurse,
Co-ordinator of Army Cadets.
“Last year, the 2/28th Battalion Association and the WA Royal
Australian Regiment Association welcomed the support of our
Army Cadets at services including the Rats of Tobruk Memorial
service and WA RAR Association Anniversary of the Korean War
Armistice.”
“The month of September saw our cadets engage in
fundraising activities for Legacy, a charity that provides services
to Australian families suffering after the injury or death of a
spouse or parent, during or after their defence force service.”
“Supporting St Hilda’s Anglican School Cadet Unit has been a
priority for our cadets, with St Hilda’s being our sister school and
2018 being their inaugural year.”
“Our cadet instructors have assisted with their training and we
have had their cadet unit attend two of our field exercises.”
The RSL Cadet Efficiency Shield was instituted in 2004 by RSLWA
in conjunction with Hollywood Private Hospital to ensure
appropriate recognition of the efforts of Service Cadet Units
throughout Western Australia.
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Storybooks make for
morning of special bonding
Lego, animals, games and emergency services were just some
examples of book genres enjoyed by our Pre-Primary boys,
thanks to the creativity of our Year 6s.
Taking place in the Preparatory School undercroft, a gathering between the
two groups in mid-November saw a special bond develop and a morning
filled with great excitement for all involved.
The book writing project began with our Year 6s being placed into groups
of three, then being matched up with a Pre-Primary boy. This followed with
a questionnaire being led to help the Year 6 groups better understand the
hobbies and particulars behind each Pre-Primary boy. Over ten lessons, the
Year 6s drafted story content and illustrations on iPad that would result in
wonderfully published storybooks that the Pre-Primary boys would most
enjoy reading.
“We were looking for something that our Year 6s had never done before, so
this led to the creation of storybooks that would work as both a teaching
and bonding mechanism,” says Year 6 Teacher, Mrs Stephanie Balfour.
“Some groups chose to add a personal touch by making their matched PrePrimary boy the central character in their storybook.”
“As part of the project, the Year 6s were taught what to be mindful of and
how to best interact with the Pre-Primary boys. For example, talking at a
slower pace, holding conversations at their level, allowing time to respond,
and directing majority of the conversation towards the Pre-Primary boy.”
“The Year 6s were completely self-driven throughout the project, and very
timely in their approach to the various steps involved.”
“To witness how thorough they were in their handling of the questionnaire,
trying to determine how well our younger students could read and other
key particulars was really remarkable.”

Dates to diarise
The Centre for Ethics
Dr Justin Coulson presentation
Growth mindset for parents
27 March 7.30pm
Senior School Staff Room
Christ Church Grammar School
Book here

The Arts

Silas Marner
13 to 16 March 7.30pm
16 March 2.00pm
Drama Centre
Christ Church Grammar School
Book here

Stalking Matilda
15 to 18 May 7.30pm
Drama Centre
Christ Church Grammar School
Book here
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