
With 13 new boarders joining the community the transition process 

began in the second half of 2018 with iPads being sent, sleepovers 

being had and activities being completed by the boys to assist with 

the orientation process. 

All new boys are commended for the manner with which they were 

able to adjust to the significant challenge of moving away from home 

and starting life as a boarder. The Year 8 boys have been excellent 

helping the new boys get used to the routines. Four Year 11 mentors 

have been residing in the house acting as ‘big brothers’ and assisting 

with a range of duties. 

The theme of Knutsford House this year revolves around the 3 Rs - 

Respect, Resiliency and Relationships. These themes matched up 

well with the topics that were examined in detail by external providers 

‘Armed for Life’ this term. In the first four weeks of term, the boys 

explored the topics of resilience, self-esteem, healthy friendships, 

bullying, decision making and stress management with the 

assistance of an expert guest speaker. We feel confident that these 

sessions assist in providing boarders the skills to be able to navigate 

the challenges that they may face across the year. I am pleased to 

report that the boys have been displaying respect and resiliency 

which has led to positive relationships. 

The recreation program has been very popular this term. Beach runs, 

bush dances, dragon boat races, picnics, quiz nights and ice skating 

are some of the activities that have given the boys the opportunity to 

get off campus and socialise with boarders from other schools. Other 

activities have been organised by Christ Church and the highlight 

for many was the day boy sleepover and the associated Friday night 

trip to Bounce. Each boy had the opportunity to invite a day boy to 

sleepover in the boarding house and then go and sleep at their house, 

and we thank the families who hosted our boarders. It was pleasing 

to receive reports of how polite the boys were and we hope that this 

activity can help to foster ongoing friendships between boarders and 

day boys.

In the final three weeks of term the Year 7 boys have had their first 

experience at Kooringal, the School’s Outdoor Education facility 

near Dwellingup. The boys were well organised thanks to the efforts 

of parents and housemothers and returned reporting they enjoyed 

activities including raft building, overnight hikes and white-water 

rafting.

We wish you and your families a fantastic Easter break and look 

forward to your sons returning ready to face the challenges of Term 2. 

Andy Grieg

Residential Year Group Co-ordinator, Years 7 and 8

Christ Church

The young men of Knutsford House enjoyed a busy and productive first term of 2019.

The boarding house will re-open from 

4.00pm on 29 April, close for mid-term 

break from 30 May until 3 June and Term 2 

concludes at 12.45pm on Friday 5 July.

Remember to submit your ‘where you are 

from’ photos before National Boarding 

Week (12 to 18 May).

With Year 7 camps done and Year 8 camps 

(voyages on the Leeuwin) taking place 

throughout May, Year 8 boys should return 

to school with their camp gear organised at 

the start of Term 2.

Years 7 and 8
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This term we were delighted to welcome 

new boarders Geordie Bartle, Jonah 

Brooks, Braelyn Dale, Wenhan Li, Paul Le 

and Wendong Pan. Our new boarders have 

participated in the ‘Armed for Life’ program 

which covers topics ranging from bullying to 

stress management and forms an important 

part of the transitional program for boarders 

at Christ Church.

The Year 9s and 10s have enjoyed their 

room with their peers in Walters House and 

have adjusted well to the expectations 

and routines. Many boys have had the 

opportunity to enjoy and participate in a 

range of recreational activities on offer, 

including movie nights, standup paddle 

boarding, watching an AFL game at Optus 

Stadium, cooking classes at MLC and in 

particular, the river cruise hosted by St 

Hilda’s for Year 9s.

We take this opportunity to thank all the 

boys for pursuing their commitments to 

Summer Sport this term, with special 

mention going to Regan Tubby for 

representing the School at the PSA 

Swimming Inters and Braelyn Dale for playing 

Firsts Basketball. A few boys have already 

started their winter training and we are 

excited to see their continued development 

in their respective sporting pursuits.

On top of the boarding and sports programs 

we have had a number of Year 10s 

participate in a cadet camp, Marine Studies 

excursion and scuba diving. Others have 

participated in community sport and have 

been well organised to get themselves to 

and from trainings and matches as needed. 

Our Indigenous boys attended the Welcome 

to Country event at Kings Park which 

welcomes all Indigenous boarding students 

in Perth and the Madalah Leadership Day 

which helps promote connection amongst 

the students and focuses on developing 

leadership qualities. During this term our Year 

9 and 10 Indigenous boarders have been 

practising how to play the digeridoo while 

also decorating it, and we are looking forward 

to seeing their completed art works.

Holidays provide time to reflect on how boys 

are working towards the goals set at the 

beginning of the term. The Term 1 Report 

acts as a timely reminder that a diligent 

approach to academic studies is required 

to achieve one’s potential. Anyone who is 

looking to improve their results is reminded 

that Study Lab is available after school 

as well as tutors who are available to all 

boarders during first prep.

Khiem Ly

Residential Year Group Co-ordinator,  

Years 9 and 10
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Years 9 and 10
It is always a privilege to stand on the Walters Lawn and overlook the river while reflecting  
on the term. 



Your young men took little time to feel the increased demand and 

academic expectation placed upon them, with many rising to the 

challenge at this early stage of the journey. For the newly appointed 

Residential Prefects, Clancy Adamson (Captain), Campbell Baird (Vice 

Captain), Dontay Bolton (pictured), Brendon Vu, Liam Tubby and Alex 

Zhang, the additional responsibility bestowed to them of leading the 

community has been met with the utmost professionalism and poise.

The Gryphon had its inaugural event prior to the mid-term break, and 

it was outstanding to the see the culmination of a lot of planning by 

our Prefects. It would also be remiss to not congratulate those boys 

who elected to act as the Gryphon House Captains, taking on the 

challenge of organising teams for each of the events throughout the 

year; Declan Mellick (Stove), Malcolm Wang (Doust), Jack Atherton 

(Meikle), Kaoru Hirabayashi and Lucas Manuel (Stretch).

Ad Astra was an opportunity for boys in Year 11 to visit St George’s 

College and discover many tips on successful revision, and strategies 

to help them manage the demands as they tackle their WACE. A 

thank you must be extended to Jackson Dring and Lucas Moore 

who followed up the busy day by speaking at the Year 11 Parent 

Information Evening about the event, and what they found useful. It 

was refreshing to hear both boys use specific examples of things 

they took away, and to listen to them speak to a large audience with 

such confidence. 

Thank you also to Angus Elliot-Lockhart, Ken Jing, Charles Sinclair and 

Harry Stevenson for their mentorship of the junior boarders in the 

community. All reports have been outstanding, and the leadership 

that these boys have displayed has been invaluable. It is the turn of 

James Sarre, Lucas Moore, Matthew Hooper and Will Wardle to act 

as our Knutsford Mentors in Term 2, and I am confident that they will 

continue to guide our Year 7s and 8s with distinction.  

With Term 1 nearing its conclusion, I encourage all to take time 

to both refresh and reflect. Something that always rears its head 

through Term 2 and 3 is the stress of managing the load. A discussion 

with your son about some methods to reduce and control this stress 

as his exams approach will be helpful; not least the importance of 

good time management. At this vital stage in your son’s education, it 

is important to consider whether one’s best has been given. At the 

start of Term 2, there will be 184 days before the first ATAR exam, so 

there aren’t that many “tomorrow’s” left to leave it until!

Rachael, Grace, Evelyn and I wish you all an enjoyable break with 

your boys and look forward to catching up on Monday 29 April from 

4.00pm.

Brendon Noble

Residential Year Group Co-ordinator, Years 11 and 12

Years 11 and 12
This year has inevitably started at a much faster pace for the Year 11s and 12s than for anybody else  
in the community. 
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“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”
Benjamin Franklin



With a very early mid-term break the boys 
are looking forward to their upcoming 
holidays.

We saw another full term of sporting 
fixtures, backyard cricket and basketball. 
Year 12 boys attended balls with some of 
the girls’ colleges and some Year 11s got 
invited to river cruises. 

Just a friendly reminder of some 
housekeeping for the end of this term and 
the start of Term 2. Please ensure that you 
have the full formal winter uniform ready 
and all clothing fully labelled and fitting well 
(our boys are growing fast) for the start of 
Term 2. It is also a good time to cull some of 
the clothing and summer uniforms that are 
in wardrobes and not needed for winter. All 
clothing and bedding that is being stored 
in the garage needs to be in a large plastic 
tub with a secure lid and labelled with your 
son’s name. 

Please remember to bring back doonas and 
doona covers as the weather has started to 
cool down plus some warm winter clothing 
for the boarding house. Please bring a pair 
of Chinos or jeans and a buttoned/collared 
shirt for those occasions that require a bit 
more dressy attire. 

On behalf of Gerry and myself, we hope that 
you have a fantastic holiday with your boys 
and we look forward to welcoming you back 
in Term 2.

Kim George and Gerry Bailey
Walters Housemothers

Walters  
Housemothers
We have certainly had a long 
and eventful Term 1. From 
the arrival of our boys from 
Knutsford who have made the 
journey to the big house, to 
our new boarders who have 
joined the community. All  
have made the transition 
effortlessly and have settled  
in extremely well.

Then it was Sunday and time for the 

farewells and the reality of being at Christ 

Church and boarding. It was lovely to meet 

all the parents and siblings. The boys really 

stepped up and took on the challenge of a 

whole new life and routine. There have been 

a few shaky moments trying to work it all out 

but overall the Year 7s fell into the routine 

exceptionally well. They have had some great 

recreational activities on the weekends 

including dragon boat racing, Adventure 

World and Bounce. 

The Year 8s have stepped up and helped 

the new boys settle in. It was nice to see 

them assisting the younger boys with their 

timetables and computers. 

We have had four great Year 11 mentors 

in Knutsford; Harry, Angus, Charlie and Ken. 

We are always reading how they are helping 

the Duty Masters. Harry and Angus have 

been very busy with rowing and have been 

rewarded with some great results at the 

recent Head of the River. 

We had some new boarders join us during 

the term; Stella the cat, Siamese fighting 

fish and what is now, two goldfish (Bubbles 2 

and Nipper). They have added some life and 

interest to the boarding house and Stella 

gets plenty of attention and is much loved by 

the boys.

Before we knew it, it was mid-term break and 

the boys were packing up to go home. It was 

a nice respite for everyone and then back 

into it refreshed and ready to finish the term. 

Good routines have been established and 

the boys are great at getting what needs to 

be done.

So here we are at the end of what has been 

a really busy term. They are a great group of 

boys who are polite and enjoy a bit of fun. 

We have enjoyed being here with them and 

watching them take on the challenges that 

boarding presents. 

Just a friendly reminder when they return 

that they have their winter uniform and 

clothing labelled and a fresh haircut. 

We hope you enjoy your time with your son 

and look forward to seeing you next term.

Lidia Ellis and Carol Campagnoli

Knutsford Housemothers

Knutsford Housemothers
The year started with orientation. A fun weekend was had with 
dinners and activities and parents and families staying in the 
boarding houses.  
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Come and join us
Christ Church in Esperance 

Liam Casson, the Director of the School’s Centre for Boys’ Health and Wellbeing 

will be in Esperance on Thursday 16 May.

Liam will be presenting on ‘Holisitc health for boys in the 21st Century.’

To register, please click on the regional visit link on our school homepage.

We hope to see many of you there on the night, and please extend the invitation 

to anyone who may be considering boarding for their son and interested in how 

the School is developing its health and wellbeing philosophy.


