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Pensioner fined for
‘medicinal’ cannabis

By DAVID COHEN

A North Fremantle pen-
sioner told police 20 cannabis
plants he was growing hydro-
ponically were for his own
medicinal relief.

Vern Charles Papworth,
57, was fined $2350 in Perth
Magistrates Court on Tuesday
for cultivating cannabis, and
for possessing the drug and
a bong made from an energy-
drink bottle.

Magistrate Andrew Maughan
heard police searched Mr
Papworth’s then-home in Jurien
Bay in January last year and
found a “sophisticated hydro-
ponic set-up” that included 15
large plants in pots in a tent.

There were a further five
cannabis plants in pots on the
balcony.

Police also found about 10g of

Priest free

Subiaco parish priest Kevin
Long completed 14 days of
compulsory isolation last week.

Monsignor Long had been on
sabbatical leave but returned
home early, in mid-to-late March.

St Joseph’s Catholic Church
said in a recent newsletter: “He
is in good health but like a caged
lion with cabin fever.”

The former New Norcia
cleric spent his time in isola-
tion telephoning the sick and
housebound parishioners.

The local church - which like
others had to close its doors as a
result of federal restrictions - is
contacting parishioners with
information and updates by
phone, email and post during
the crisis.

loose cannabis, cannabis seeds,
and the bong in the home.

Mr Papworth’s barrister, Sarah
Oliver, said the search warrant
was sparked after Mr Papworth
fell out with his partner.

“She dobbed him in,” Ms
Oliver said.

She said Mr Papworth had
suffered from complex regional
pain syndrome for 30 years.

“He wanted to avoid using
prescription medication,” Ms
Oliver said.

“He can’t work because of his
condition, so the cost of pur-
chasing the cannabis became
excessive.”

A report from Mr Papworth’s
GP said he was likely to benefit
from cannabis.

Mr Maughan told Mr Papworth
he had pleaded guilty at the
earliest reasonable opportunity,
so he was entitled to a discount
on any sentence.

But there needed to be some
deterrence in Mr Papworth’s
punishment.

He fined Mr Papworth $1750
on the cultivation charge; $350
for possessing the drug; and $250
for possessing the bong.

Mr Papworth was also ordered
to pay $170.50 in court costs.

After he was charged Mr
Papworth started an online
fundraiser last November, call-
ing for $20,000 to help with his
legal costs.

“All donations would go to
fight the courts and to trial
medical cannabis and bring
about a law that people with
chronic pain syndrome and
other medical conditions be
allowed to grow their own
cannabis for pain control,” Mr
Papworth said.

The fundraiser did not receive
any donations.
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From one Christ Church old boy to another ... School services manager Conrad Scott delivering a meal
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package to fellow old boy lan Grose in Claremont.

Old boys to the rescue

By DAVID COHEN

Hotel meals are on the menu
for some of Christ Church
Grammar School’s oldest old
boys.

Twenty-nine of the Claremont
school’s most elderly alumni
will receive a month’s worth
of frozen meals as part of the
0Old Boys’ Association’s food
delivery program.

The initiative, which started
last week, is a collaboration
between the OBA, the Subiaco
Hotel, and the school, and aims
to maintain connection with
some of the more vulnerable old
boys during the COVID-19 crisis.

“The Old Boys’ Association
wanted to take immediate

action to assist our most
vulnerable senior members
and reduce their exposure to
COVID-19 during this period
of social distancing,” alumni
coordinator Deborah Hill said.

“0Old boys who received the
meal delivery have expressed
immense gratitude and ap-
preciation.”

Eligible members will be
delivered five frozen meals
every week during April, with
the Subiaco Hotel subsidising
the meal preparation.

Hotel owners Lawson Douglas
and Dave Allan, members of
Christ Church’s graduating
class of 2000, bought the iconic
Rokeby Road venue last year.

They said they were excited

about the opportunity to be
involved.

“We believe wholeheartedly
in the mission of the program,”
Mr Douglas said.

“The OBA has always been
supportive of us and we wel-
comed the opportunity to give
back to the Christ Church com-
munity”.

Despite many of their sched-
uled events being cancelled be-
cause of new social distancing
regulations, the OBA remains
determined to find ways to sup-
port the wider Christ Church
alumni community.

It plans to set up an online
business network hub to make
connections in the alumni com-
munity.

ST LOUIS ESTATE

LIVE WELL

St Louis Estate offers a relaxed and stimulating lifestyle in the heart of beautiful Claremont.
We welcome the opportunity to give you a personal, guided tour of our elegant facilities,

delightful gardens, and our recently refurbished apartments.

Call us for a chat or to make an appointment for your discovery tour.

08 9385 1420 | 10 Albert Street, Claremont | stlouisestate.com.au

DISCOVER CLAREMONT’S BOUTIQUE
RETIREMENT LIVING ESTATE

OuUT & ABOUT

The best of Claremont is at your doorstep.

Bay View Terrace, some of Perth's finest restaurants, cafés
and Claremont Quarter shopping centre are all just a stroll
away. If you prefer a more leisurely pace you can visit the

nearby beautiful Swan River or coastal waterfronts.

ST LOUIS ESTATE HOME CARE

Residents have access to a dedicated on-site care team

providing all personal care and domestic support services.

St Louis Estate Home Care can also assist residents

accessing government funded home care packages helping
you to maintain your quality of life your independence.

We also provide home care to people living in their own
homes in the western suburbs.
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