
The WACE/TISC/TAFE process

And how you can support
your son through it



Tonight’s presentations

• Mahendra Vaswani – Director of Studies
• Wayne Betts – Executive Officer, TISC

Also with us:
• Dr Holly Rose – Assistant Director of Studies
• Jody Clarke – Careers Counsellor 
• Brendon Noble – Year 12 Boarding Coordinator

Information for all students
– ATAR pathway and TISC
– Non-ATAR pathway and TAFE



SCSA Year 12 Information Handbook 2020
Part 1: for all Year 12 students

Part 2: for Year 12s sitting examinations

https://scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/548594/Year_12_Information_Handbook_2020_Part_1.PDF
https://scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/573950/Year-12-Information-Handbook-2020-Part-2.pdf


Current position…
• Jody Clarke has spoken to Year 12 ATAR boys re 

TISC applications and Non-ATAR boys re TAFE

• Boys (and parents) are encouraged to meet with 
Mrs Clarke to follow up if required



Current position…
• No more withdrawals from subjects with practical 

component allowed
• Monday 10 August: Last date for withdrawal from 

ATAR courses without practical examination 
components and General courses

• Boys completing Certificate IV Fitness and any 
external Cert IV courses must have completed all 
components by end of Term 3



Term 3 – a demanding term for all boys 
• Weeks 3 – 8: content & assessments
• Week 9 Mon ,Tues: normal school days 

(excellent revision program)



Concerns?

Concerns about how your son is coping? 
• Contact HoH/tutor



ATAR pathway



Term 3

• Practical exams and portfolios 
Deadlines for submission of portfolios for some 
subjects with practical component 
e.g.,  PE Studies, Design, MDT (Wood)

• University “Open Days”



Week 9 – ATAR pathway
• Week 9 Monday, Tuesday are normal 

school days
• Wednesday is a study day
• Week 9 Thursday: Trial exams start -

continue on through Friday & Saturday 
and throughout Week 10



ATAR Exam timetables

• Both Practical and Written exam timetables are 
now available from SCSA 

• From Thursday 02 September, students can check 
their ATAR examination timetables and personal 
details online at https://www.wace.wa.edu.au.

https://www.wace.wa.edu.au


Term 3 holidays

• Boys should have some down time 
• They should also do some study!
• Good time to get organised, make study notes, 

work in study groups, complete past papers, read 
Examiners’ reports

• ATARget courses
• ATAR Practical Exams!



Term 4
• Weeks 1 and 2: boys must attend all lessons  –

revision program
• Week 2: Boys given print-out of final marks and 

grades – need to check carefully and immediately
and advise of any issues

• Week 3: Valedictory on Tuesday 



ATAR examinations

Monday 2 November – Friday 20 November
ATAR course written examinations 

• Arrive about 30 minutes prior to examination starting 
time – no entry if over 30 minutes late

• Must attend and make a genuine attempt 

• Some exams held at other schools



• Strict rules - no food, clear water bottles - see 
SCSA Handbook for full list of rules 

• No gel or erasable pens
• Spare batteries for calculators, spare calculators, 

spare pens
• Clear and colourless ruler

ATAR examinations contd.



Sickness or Misadventure claims

• For candidates who suffer from a temporary 
sickness or accident close to or during ATAR 
exams (see SCSA Handbook)

• Form available from SCSA website
• Documentation must be provided as evidence



Awards

• General exhibition, subject exhibition, subject 
certificates of excellence, certificates of merit and 
certificates of distinction

• Based on examination score only
• SCSA Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/76239/Exhibition-and-awards-policy-and-guidelines-2019.pdf


University Early offers

• Some are conditional offers
• And others are unconditional offers



The University of Notre Dame

• Notre Dame uses a comprehensive admissions process 
that goes beyond the use of a single score. Prospective 
students apply directly to the University for admission.

• The selection process for Notre Dame is based on:
– Personal qualities, motivation and academic potential
– Contribution to school and community life
– Academic records (ATAR)
– Interview



Non-ATAR PATHWAY 
Term 3

Weeks 3 to 8: Complete all Tasks/Assessments
Week 9 Wednesday – Friday and
Week 10 Monday – Friday
Boys to complete work experience



Term 4 – Non-ATAR students

• Special timetable – Jody Clarke will advise
Includes 
• time to finish off any outstanding coursework
• excursions
• incursions
• Activities, guest speakers and competitions.



Non-ATAR Excellence Award

• demonstrated an authentic commitment to prepare himself for 
Technical and Further Education or direct employment; and

• completed the required hours of Workplace Learning in Year 12 
and conducted himself commendably during the Workplace 
Learning experience (based on feedback from Workplace 
Coordinator); and

• achieved at least five C grades in Year 12; and
• achieved successful completion of any Certificate courses 

undertaken.



TAFE Applications

Online applications made directly to South or North 
Metropolitan TAFE

Applications open:  early September
Applications close: early December



CCGS documentation – all students

• No Year 12 report issued at end of Term 3
• Updated Predicted ATAR (with language and Maths

bonuses) - Term 4 Week 2
• Final transcript - Term 4 Week 3
• Testimonial and Record of Activities - posted home in 

December
• Remember to download and save/print all School 

reports as portal will not be available in 2021



SCSA Folio of Achievement – all students

• Posted by SCSA to students’ home addresses in 
January 2021

• Contains 
– WASSA (Western Australian Statement of Student 

Achievement)
– WACE (Western Australian Certificate of Education) - if 

eligible
– ATAR course report (as relevant)
– Certificates (as relevant)



Thank you and all the best!



Wayne Betts
Executive Officer

TISC
W E S T E R N A U S T R A L I A

TERTIARY
INSTITUTIONS
SERVICE
CENTRE



Pathways to university



• ATAR
• VET studies
• Portfolio/experience-based entry
• Enabling programs

Pathways to university



Entry requirements



University Admission Requirements
WA Year 12 students
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English

Prerequisites

Academic performance
Curtin
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The ATAR
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A way to compare the results of 
thousands of students 
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ATAR isn’t the only selection tool.

Interview

Portfolio

Audition

School
recommendation

Test
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79.00



Australian Tertiary Admission Rank
(ATAR)

• Rank position in the total WA 
Year 12 school leaving age 
population

• 75.00 means you have 
performed better than 75% of all 
the Year 12 school leaving age 
people in WA 



Australian Tertiary Admission Rank
(ATAR)

• Rank position in the total WA 
Year 12 school leaving age 
population

• 75.00 means you have 
performed better than 75% of all 
the Year 12 school leaving age 
people in WA 
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Your  ATAR is  valid 
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Calculating the ATAR

• Tertiary Entrance Aggregate (TEA)

• TEA = best 4 scaled scores 
+ 10% of a Language Other Than English
+ 10% of Maths Methods and Maths Specialist



Maximum
TEA:
430



Course Scaled Score

Physics ATAR 67.6

Italian ATAR 66.5

English ATAR 55.4

Modern History ATAR 41.5

Mathematics Methods ATAR 41.0
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Course Scaled Score

Physics ATAR 67.6

Italian ATAR 66.5

English ATAR 55.4

Modern History ATAR 41.5

Mathematics Methods ATAR 41.0

Sub-total 231.0

LOTE bonus 6.7

Maths bonus 4.1

Tertiary Entrance Aggregate 241.8
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TEA/ATAR Summary Table 2019
FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY

Minimum TEA ATAR

408.5 99.95

397.8 99.90

379.5 99.70

353.1 99.00

334.5 98.00

321.9 97.00

312.1 96.00

305.0 95.00

298.6 94.00

292.9 93.00

287.8 92.00

Minimum TEA ATAR

282.5 91.00

278.2 90.00

274.0 89.00

270.1 88.00

266.2 87.00

262.6 86.00

259.3 85.00

255.2 84.00

252.3 83.00

249.1 82.00

246.3 81.00

Minimum TEA ATAR

243.4 80.00

241.8 79.40

240.8 79.00

238.0 78.00

235.3 77.00

232.6 76.00

231.0 75.35

230.2 75.00

228.2 74.00

223.8 72.00

219.4 70.00
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Best 4 average in 2019

50
60
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Best 4 average in 2019

50 60.70
60 78.75
70 90.40
80 96.80
90 99.25
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70.00 54.9
80.00 60.9



From raw marks to scaled scores
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84.7
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Context Comparison
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VET studies



VET study

• Certificate IV (CUR, ECU, MUR) / Diploma (UWA)

• WACE

• University competence in English

Achievement of:



Application process



TISC Members



Apply through TISC



Associate Members



Apply direct



QTAC
www.qtac.edu.au

UAC
www.uac.edu.au

SATAC (+NT)
www.satac.edu.au

UTAS
www.utas.edu.au

VTAC
www.vtac.edu.au

TISC
www.tisc.edu.au



Important Dates

18 May Applications open
Term 3 TISC Guide released
30 September Early bird closing date

Final closing date for some courses
21 December WACE results/ATARs released
15 January Main Round offers released
28 January Second Round offers released
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Online Application
• Login with User ID & Password
• Answer all Questions
• Insert Course Preferences (codes)
• Declare all is True and Correct
• Pay Application Fee 

(online/phone/mail/office)

Your application is not active until payment has been made!

Don’t use your school email address!
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TISC will offer you
the highest preference 

possible.
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Educational Access Scheme
(EAS)



School 
environment

Financial
circumstances

Family
situation

Other
circumstances

Personal
health issues



Early offers



Early offers

• Totally optional

• Conditional/unconditional

• Keep working this year

• Can change your mind



Results









Responding to an offer



Main round offers: offered  1st preference

Preference Course University
1 Human Biology University A
2 Biological Sciences University B
3 Science/Commerce University C
4 Human Biology University D
5 Health Promotion University A
6 Health Science University C
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Enrol or Defer

No further offer
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No further offer

Enrol or Defer

Accept offer Save offer

Change preferences:
move saved offer
to lower position 

Saved offer
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move saved offer
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Main round offers: offered  2nd-6th preference

Preference Course University
1 Human Biology University A
2 Biological Sciences University B
3 Science/Commerce University C
4 Human Biology University D
5 Health Promotion University A
6 Health Science University C
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Do nothing  or
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No further offer

Enrol or Defer

Accept offer

Saved offer
or higher preference

Change preferences:
move saved offer
to lower position 

Save offer

Change preferences:
Remove offer 
preference

Decline offer

Compete for offer

Main round offers: offered  2nd-6th preference



Main round: no offer?

Do nothing and 
hope for 

second round offer

Change preferences
for 

second round

Fix any problems 
and wait for 

second round offer



Main round: no offer?

Do nothing and 
hope for 

second round offer

Change preferences
for 

second round

Fix any problems 
and wait for 

second round offer

Get
some

advice!



Deferral



Contact
us:

9318 8000
info@tisc.edu.au
www.tisc.edu.au



It’s going to be OK



Questions?



TISC
W E S T E R N A U S T R A L I A

TERTIARY
INSTITUTIONS
SERVICE
CENTRE
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